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PREFACE.

ArisTocRATIC tenvellers who visit the Southern
States of America, and zre there entertained in
ptineely style by the rich planters, who live
ol their slaves, like the petriprehe of old, in
the midst of their numerous descendants, give us
glowing pictures of the pleasures amdd amenitics
of slave life. They tell us that the negro in far
better off thon the ** white alaves™ at home, os
they are pleased o call cur toilers and moilers,
who ara often without food to eat, or clothes to
wenr, or % roof to shelter them, “whila Sambo
and Black Phillis are well fed, and clothed, and
housed, and by no means hard-worked. Why,
then,” they say, * this ery of aymputh}'-fur the
negro sluve, and of indignation against his kind
amd benevolent owner! Look at the plump,
rollicking * piccaninnies,’ which swarm shout the
homosteade of our Bouthern planters, and com-
pare them with the miserable, vicious-looking,
uhjeot imps, ealled children, of your large towns
and cities.  Would it not be better for them to
have some kind master to watch over and care
for them #* No doubt it would, provided—and
there's the rub!—they were not his g chatiels,
are, 10 buy and sell, to barter and cadwaagi, W
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it might at any time suit his interest or inclina-
tion, This is a power which no mortsl ought
to have over his fellow-creatures, for it 1s sure to
bo abused. 'We kuow that it constantly is so;
that there ara eruel, unscrupulous, brutal Legrees,
as well a8 careless, good-natured, kindly-benrted
Bt. Clairat and that although thera may be here
nnd there a smiling plantation of the Bouth,
which may seem a Paradise, yet not far from it,
probably, is one which i & perfect hell npon
carth ; und all our most reliable tostimony goes to
show that the former is the cxeeption to the gene-
gl rule ;: and olso that, as even in Eden there was
n lurking serpent, 8o it will be found, upon cloee
inquiry, that the most beautiful and flowery
aténe of glavae life in America—ond indeed avery-
where clag, has its hidden curse, which attaches,
not to the ordinary relatione of master and de-
yendents in 8 etete of freedom, hut is peeulior to,
unl ingeparable from, the shivery aystem.

Let us not be led awoy, then, by arguments in
favour of slavery, drawn from the undoubted
fact that slaves nre often well treated, and happy ;
it is to their owner's intevest to foed and ireat
them well, snd make them eontented with their
lot; and none but those who are themselves
#laves to evil passions, and who are lost to a sense
ot moral responsibiiity, would whip, eud tertare,
their fellow-crentures, and mako their eaptivity
a short and dreary age to the grave, which
is welcomed 28 a relief from unendurable suffer-
ings.

But unhappily there ore such persons, and
they form & large proportion of the Ameriean
slave-owners ; and not of these only, ut of all
slave-owners; for the natum] tendeney of irre-
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sponsible power is fo beget tyranny; and inas-
much as that human beings, even although they
moy have black sking, bow not to the will of n
master o submissively ps brute creatures, there
will be strife and bitterness botween master and
slave ; and the more the latter strives, and
strugples, and shows disinclinetion to obey, the
wore severs and exacting will the former hecome,
A free man would leave the service of one who
had become tyvapnicsl, and offer his skill ond
strength elsewhera; but a slave cannot ; he must
be flogged into submission, and chained te the
apot which is hatofol to him ; or, if he escape,
hunted and shot ke a wild beast, or brought
beck to the scene of his lalours,and punished more
severely than before, 88 an exnmple and o worn-
i.n$ to the rest.

T'he norrative to which we hove prefixed these
remarke exhibita in a very striking meoner some
of the most crying evils of the elavery sys-
tem. The poor erentures who were put up to
auction, snd eold to the highest bidders, no
maiter how beutal or phandoned might be the
characters of the purchasers, or the uses to which
it was intended to put the ‘““articles™ bought,
were torn swey from the spot where they had
mast, if not all of them, passed perhaps as happy
an existence a8 often falle to the lot of slavews.

We may look upen theirs ns one of those
favourable aspects of slave life which are con-
stantly presented to us by the defenders of the
slave system. And yet, =ee the result! A
sudden overthrow of nlfem!m'a dearest hopes, and
most chorished affections. The old home must
be left; the old friends parted with; and all the
ties of affection rudely and rothlesdny ‘wea sgasu



