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INTRODUCTION

Tue Elizabeth and Anwm, sallng from the port of
London in May 1635, brought to New England
seven passengers who were -duly certified by their
respective Ministers and Justices of the Peace as
having conformed to the orders and discipline of the
Church of England, and taken the caths of allegiance
end supremacy; and 1t is added that “they were no
subisidy men.” The last name on the list of séven in
Hatten's " List of Emigrants to America " was that
of Henry Curtis, from whom Georpe Willlam Curtis
was descended in the sixth generation. The men of
the family were notable for independence of judg-
ment and action: one of them, John Curtis, of Wor-
cester, Mass., was an ootspoken loyalist when the
War of the Revolotion brole out, and was bamished
from the town; but was taxken back later without,
apparently, any recantation of opinipns on his pary,

The great grandson of this outspoken loyalist was
George Curtis, who removed to Providence, 1aarried
fhe dauvphter of the Chief Justice of Rhode Island,
and in 1824 became the father of George William
Curtis. He was consplcuous Tor integrity, courtesy,
and cultivation of taste. [n one of the moat delight-
ful chapters in Prus gnd 1—"Sea [rom Shore"—
Mr. Curtis has recorded his impressions of the
wharves ol Providence as they appealed to his boyish
imagination, sensitive to colour, to the subtle sug-
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gestions of odour, to hints of adventure in remote
countries, He was fortunnte in his companionship
with his brother Burrill, a boy of rare beauty and
fineness of nature, who looked, in his lbrother's
words, “as I am sure PPhilip Sidncy looked when he
was a bov.”

The education of the brothers was both eregular
and fortunate ; and one of its happiest phases was the
influcnce of Emerezon, one of the most liberating and
inspiring thinkers whe have appearcd in America.
From 1842 to 1844 the brothers wore “boarders and
boarders only "' at Brook Farm, that interesting ex-
periment in plain living and high thinking which was
one of the expressions of the stirpng of the New
England spirit, breaking away from Puritanism.
Emerson, who was as witty as he was wise, de-
scribed ot as Ma perpetusal picnic; a French Revolu-
tion in small, an Age of Reason in a patty pan.”
To the Curtis brothers it was a period of stif work
in the languages, chemistry and music, and Tree and
stimulating talk with the ardent and often interest-
ing apostles of the new thought which came from
Germany by way of Coleridize, and was modibed and
extended by the keen, penetrating New England
intelligence, and by a good deal of very human fun.
“We were thrown into convulsions of laugzhter at
the sight of G. W. C. dressed as Fanny Elssler,
making courtesies and prrowsetting down the path,”
writes one of the chroniclers of Brook Farm. The
brothers were embodiments of beauty and vigour:
a visitor to the Farm reports that they "looked
like voung Greek Gods." In later vears George
William Curtis had a singular distinction of manner,
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speech, and carriage, with a4 voice of beautifol
musical guality. Later the brothers took up their
residence with an elderly farmer in Concord, divid-
ing their time between work in the felds and study,
with delightiul interludes of companionship with
Emerson, Hawthorne, Thoreau, Ellery Channing
and other men of note.  In August 1846, Mr., Curtiz
saited for Europe, spending four sucoessive winters
in Rome, Berlin, Paris, Egypt and Palestine, be-
coming a keen observer of men and manners, making
aciuaintance with life and art, and saturating him-
self with the atmosphere of the Ol World without
losing his independence of judpment or that fresh-
ness of feeling which made him to the very end &
winning teacher of the ethics and practice of idealism,

Beturning from Europe, with an impressionable
imagination and & fund of vivid reminiscences, Mr.
Curtiz wrote The Howadye i Syria, and Nile Notes of
@ Howadfi, two books saturated with the colour and
mystery of the nearer East. The young writer was
captivated by the senswous beauty of a world little
known to Americans saf that time: and the fch
colour and ardent style of these forerunners of the
Iiterature of travel in the Orient, made a distinct
impression, especially on younp readers. In the
summer of 1831, Mr. Curlis' made various little
journeys to points of interest nearer home,  He saw
# number of summer resorts then at the heighe of
their popularity 1+ Niagara, Sharon, Nahant, New-
port. There was infinite relish in his enjoyment of
the natural charms of these impressive or picturesgue
Iocalities, and in his amused enjoyment of the follies
of fmshion which in a mild, unsophisticated New



