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PREFACE.

HIS little book of brief selections in
prose and verse, with accompanying
texts of Scripture, is intended for a daily
companion and counsellor, These words
of the goodly fellowship of wise and holy
men of many times, it is hoped may help to
strengthen the reader to perform the duties
and to bear the burdens of each day with
cheerfulness and courage.

M. W, T,






January 1. L

Fhey go from strenpth o sirength. — Ps. Ixxxiv. 7.

Firsi the blade, then the car, after that the full
corn in the car. — Manrk iv. 28,

BuiLD thee more stately mansions, O my soul,
As the swift seasons roll )
Leave thy low-vauited past|
Lt each new temple, nobler than the Tast,
shut thee from heaven with 4 dome more vast,
Till thou at Tength art free,
Leaving thine outgrown shetl by life’s unresting seal

2. W, HoLugs

IGH hearts are never long without hearing
some new call, some distant clarion of
God, even in their dreams ; and soon they are
observed to break up the cam) of ease, and start
on some fresh march of faithful service., And,
looking higher still, we find those who never
wait till their moral work accumulates, and whe
reward resolution with no rest ; with whom, there-
fore, the alternation is insantaneous and con-
stant ; who do the good only to see the better,
and see the bLetter only to achieve it; who are
too meek for transpory, too faithful for remorse,
too earnest for repose ; whose worship is action,
and whose action ceascless aspiration.
' J Mariinesw



2 January 2.

The Lord shall preserve thy poing out and thy
coming in from this lime forth, and cven for euer
#ore. — P5. cxxi, 8,

Lord, Thou kast been our dwelling-place in all
penerations. — Ps. xc. 1.

Wirrn grateful hearts the past we own;
The future, all to us unknown,

We to Thy guardian care commit,

And peaceful leave before Thy feet.

P. DopnrinGe,

WE are like to Him with whom there is no

past or future, with whom a day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand vears as one day,
when we do our work in the great present, leav-
ing both past and future to Him to whom they
are ever present, and fearing nothing, because He
is in our future as much as He is in our past, ag
much as, and {ar more than, we can feel Him to
be in our present. Partakers thus of the divine
nature, resting in that perfect All-in-all in whom
our naturé is eternal too, we walk without fear,
full of hope and courage and strength to do His
will, waiting for the endless good which He is
always giving as fast as He can get us able to

take il in.
G. MacDoparn




January 3. 3

As thy days, so skall thy strengik be. — DEUT.
xxxiii. 25.

Sufficient unto the day 5 the ewi] thereof. —
MarT. vi 34

OH, ask not thon, How shall T bear
The burden of to-morrow !
Sufficient for to-day, its care,
Its evil and its sorrow ;
God imparteth by the way
Strength sufficient for the day.

I. E. Baxsv.

HE that hath so many causes of joy, and so

great, is very much in love with somow
and peevishness, who loses all these pleasures,
and chooses to sit down vpon his little handful
of thorms. Enjoy the blessings of this day, i
God sends them ; and the evils of it bear pa-
tiently and sweetly © for this day is only ours, we
are dead to yesterday, and we are not yet bomn
to the morrow. But if we look abroad, and bring
into one day's thoughts the evil of many, certain
and uncertain, what will be and what will never
be, our load will be as intolerable as it is vnrea-

sonable.

JErEMY TAVLOR



4 January 4.

If we sin, we are Thine, Fnowing Thy power :
bué we will nol rin, Fupwing that we are counied
Thine. For to know Thee is perfect righleousness ;
yea, fo know Thy power 5 the roofd of immor
fality. — W1SDOM oF SOLOMON xv. 2, .

Om, empty us of self, the world, and sin,
And then in all Thy fulness enter in}
Take full possesston, Lord, and let each thought
Tnto obedience unte Thee be brought ;
Thine is the power, and Thine the will, that we
Be wholly sanctified, O+ Locd, to Thee.
C. E I

TAKE steadily some one sin, which seems to
* stand out before thee, to root it out, by
God's grace, and every fibre of .  Purpose
strongly, by the grace aml strength of God,
wholly to sacrifice this sin or sinful inciination to
the love of God, to spare it not, uniil thou leave

of it none remaining, neither root nor branch,
Fix, by God's help, not only to root out this
sin, but to set thyself to gain, by that same help,
the opposite grace. Il thou art tempied to be
angry, try hard, by God's grace, to be ey meek ;

if to be proud, seek to be rery humble.

E. B. Puosey.




Janunary 5. 5

That He might present 8 to Himself a plovious
churck, notl kaving spol, or wrinkle, or any such
thing, bwi that i showld be Roly ana without
Memish, — EPH. v. 27,

Ve also, ax lively slones, are budll up a spiritual
Aotse. — 1 PETER 1. 5.

Omne hoty Church of God appears
Through every age and race,
LU nwasted by the lapse of years,
Unchanped by changing place.
5. LONGFELLOW,

A TEMPLE there has been upon earth, a

spiritual Temple, made up of living stones ;
a Temple, as I may say, composed of souls; a
Temple with God for its light, and Christ for the
high priest ; with wings of angels for its arches,
with saints and teachers for its pillars, and with
worshippers for its pavement. Wherever there is

faith and love, this Temple is.
I H. NEwMAN.

Tn whatever worlds He carries our souls when
they shall pass out of these imprisoning bhodies,
in thuse worlds these souls of curs shall find
themselves part of the same great Temple ; for
it belongs not to this earth alone. There can be
ng end of the universe where God s, to which
that growing Temple does not reach, — the Tem-

le of a creation to be wrought at last into a per-
ect utterance of God by a perfect obedience to

God.
Prurcnirs Brooks,



