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PLEASURES OF SIGHT:

A POEM:

BY JOHN HOLLAND.

o Biraight towand heaven my wondering eyes I turn'd,
Andfgused awhile the smpls shy—
—abent me roond I mw
I, dabs, snd shady woods, sod sunay plains,

Axnd Hgoid lapsn of marmuring streams | by thess

Creatares that lvel, and moved, aod walk'd and Haw; .

Birds on the branehes warbling ; all things smiled ;

With fregrancs and with joy my beart o’erfiowsd.® -
1LTON.

SHEFFIELD:
FRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY J. BLACEWELL.
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PREFACE.

Tue following rhapsody professes to illustrate the gratifications
of Bight,—that illustrions sense, which connects the intelligent
mind with the vigble creation. It is through the atiributes of
this excellent power, conferred alike upon man and most of the
inferior animals, thatlthe beauty of the universe is apprebended ;
aad light, colour, form, magnitade, and motion, are respectively
made to minister delight and satisfaction to the beholder.

The Eye, which is the material organ of this rare and excursive
faculty, contributes no less by its besuty to the proper perfection
of the human countensnce, then by its use it ministers to the

~ operations of the soul. Its bueg, its movements, and ils extra-

* ordinary effects, have ever been the admiration of philosophers,

the attraction of lovers, and the theme of poets. While, how-
ever, with the anatomist, we regard with curiosity and wender
the mechanieal structure of the eye ; and with the painter, ap-
plaud its ineffable charm in the * buman face divine,” there is
still & higher point of contemplation, which is not only comps-
tible with the views and feelings of a Christian, but which leads
bim to adore the wonderful munificence and goodness of his
Maker, in bestowing sach a boon upon man, and especially in
surrounding him with such and so many fitting objects for its
exercise,. Hegarding the excellent faculty of vision as thus
giveu for the purpose of recognizing the goodness, the omnipre-
m.mdlhglmynfﬁod,mtbeﬁseﬁemmmmhtd
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iv PREFACE.

in that portion of bis dominions with which we are scquainted ;
I have, in the ensuing poem, sttempted, with whatever success,
to reeal to the reader’s mind, some of the more striking exhibi-
tions of visible phenomena, more especially as they exist within
the range of ordivary obeervation.

Having pursued the subject with grest pleasure to my own
mind, and having some knowledge of the train of thought
sought to be pursued by cullivated minds generally, as well as
some experience in poetical composition, I am not altogether
without expectation, that [ shall find readers among the pious
and the amisble : more than this, I have hardly the presumption
tohope. To those who may take exception at the arrangement
or selection of my illustrations, I can only reply in the words of
Dr. Johnson, when speaking of Thomson's Seasons, * Of many
sppearances subsisting at once, no rule can be given why one
shall be mentioned before another.”

It may be necessary to say one word in allusion to the vehicle
which T have adopted for the exhibition of my sentiments,
Some might have preferred regularly rhymed decasyllabic coup-
leta; and others a structure of versification more perfectly ap-
proaching the Miltonic standard. To either of these critical
preferences, I have merely to oppose the remark,—that whether
the following poem shall be applauded as a specimen of le-
gitimate blank verse, or be denounced as & mere tissue of ryths
mical prose, I shall ba equally satisfied, provided the reader
rises from, or returns to the perusal of the work, with an in-
creased apprecistion of the Pleasures of Sight. .

J. H. -

Sbeffield Park, July, 1829,



ANALYTICAL TABLE OF CONTENTS.

I Tur subjest introdused,==I1. Invocation.—III. Loosl sllusions
== Gheffleld-—Plessurs derived from familiar landssape.~IV, All the
senses good in (hemselves.—V. Feellng,—VIL Taste.—VIL Bumell.
ing—VIIL. Hearitg, an exieusively delightful feoulty. —TX. Highs
==X. Situstion, and besuty of the sye—Pastioos expressed thersby
amTonree— Anatomios] deseriptione=Jansen.-=ET. Blindnes oeds-
sloned by injury or diseae—Ailton. —X11. Optlee—Gualileo—Now-
==X ITI. Light—The alement of visible bésity—Coloiurs— Rain.
bow—Some persona pereslya no bednty in ersetivte. Forroe Mo
tion & eocuroe of visual plossure—Kaleldospe—Chatiges obssri-
nble in the sky,~XIV. The sea~—an object of groal faterest w e
eye— British shippiog on the Thames—an imposing spectacie Al
Insion to m wbotm &t st Faldoner's shipirreck-—Wotidats of the vbean”
Imperfectly deseribed—X V., Lusgé natere—Singuler noiritiies phie.
nomena in Southern latitudes-=TFlath Tonis—a stiking exhibition
of fats morgana—Contemplation of nitoral objésts condstsht with
reason and piety—X VI, Vast excursivencss of the faculty of sight—
an auxiliary of the imagination—Man in Paradise— Sights vouch-
safed to holy men of old—Striking spectacles recorded in the Bible—
Description of the Levitiesl High PriesteHurbingers of the Gospel
dispensation—Shepherds of Bethlebem—Bimeon—God manifest in
the fleah—Conversion of Bt Paul— Constantine.—XVIL Ansient
and modern wonders of the world—Egypt—no one ean ever contem-
plate the eatire universe—e sight of all earth’s wonders kmpossible.—
XVIIL Dress productive of plessure to the gve.—XIX. Besuty—
in what does it congist ?==not in proportion—neither in ftoess, wiility
==por perfection of parts—{Amoothness, an atiribute of beauty——curved



vi CONTENTS.

lines—delicacy, grace, eolour—objeots not in themselves hegutiful, pro-
duce delight by sssocistion— X X. Amussments of shildren—The but-
terfly chiaser—varions ohjects plessingly affect difforent minds—The
Rustic—Lover —FParent—Blind Father—the Patriot—the Pillgrim—
sight of Jerusalem—Rome——8ights interesting to the Soldier—tha
Sportsman—X X1. Sensations of dalight not eanfined to such spirit-
stirring trameactions— Pictore of a Summer evening—Beasuchief—
Amma's well— Botany— A tasto for pleasure derived from the eontempla-
thon of rural objects, no proof of an anti-socisl disposition—Foets have
often drawn thelr cholosst themes and illustrations from natoral ob-
jeeta~XXIL Objects interesting, as viewed in connexion with im-
portant transactions, or discoverien—XXITL Sights pleasing from as-
wociation of ideas—Teresa's tree.—X XIV, The novelty, frechness, and
eptisfaction of youthfol persepiions—sre grow fastidiows with age—aany
things, poce deemed interesting and wondarful, appear so no longer,
when contrasted with othere —X X V. Works of Art—TYork Minster
m=Godmyndbam—X X V], Remains of Worksop priory=—Magnifi-
vent obsequies at the funers] of Thomas Lord Furnival—Lady Chapel,
—XXVIL Castles in decay, pisturesque objects—Conway Castle.—
XXVIIL Time, the revesler and destroyer of terrestrisl besuty—
Chiristianity anticlpates glorious days for religion, for petristism, for
philanthropy-Millenium— Reflections on the mutations of all that
plesses the aye on eartb—more glorious sights wwait the rightecus
herenfter—perfaction of besuty in heaven=—Coneloaion.



g ———

THR

PLEASURES OF SIGHT.

I.
I s1ve the pleasures exquisite of sight !
‘The sources, the oceasions, and the means,
Whence, and whereby the well-instructed eye
Draws bliss from visible beanty unalloy'd ;
Bliss, simple, while defined by things themselves,
Their shape and colour, motion, magnitude ;
Or bliss compounded, when things manifold
Hold through the eye connection with the mind,
Or by association touch the heart.
— What wondrous scope for fancy in a theme
Which opens thus creation’s glorious field !
How shall I venture such an enterprise;
How execute aright the bold design |



