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Quiswerrrregor, the old Tudian name for
Connectieut, lying hehind Long Island and a
Sound with one outlet almost impassable to
the nnagquainted navigator, eseaped for a while
the attention of the early Earopean navigators,
And althoungh John and Sebastian Cabot, in
1498, sailed along the whole const of Novth
Ameriea under the auspices of cross old
Henry VIIL, yet they never caught a view
of Connectient. Nevertheless, King Henry
deemed himself’ rvightfully possessed of the
whole territory of North America, because,
forsooth, a few of s subjects had cast thewr
eyes on some of the jutting capes and prom-
ontories. In 1524, John Verazzano, a Floren-
tine adventurer, with an outfit under the
auspices of King Francis L of France, sailed

&

-
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along neavly the same extent of eoast more
leisurely, and he more definitely explored its
bays aml harbors.  Tle lay with his vessel fif-
teen days in the beantiful harhor of Newport.
Whether he visited New York Bay is still a
mooted (uestion among authors,  The French
maintain and the Duteh deny, that he did so.
Bat it is not claimed hy nny that he sailed
throngh the Sound ; and he must have passed
by withont having seen the bays and harbors
of Connecticnt.

Hendricke Hudson, ou the 4th of September,
1609, with o mixed erew of English and Duich
ont board the Halfmoon (Halve-Maan), sailed
gallantly into New York harbor. Ie pro-
ceeded up the North riverinstead of the East,
and searched for the Northwest Passage; for
he sailed with the game purpose which actnated
the unfortunate Sir John Franklin three hun-
dred and fifty vears later, Though Hudson
was in his own purpose unsneeessful, yet his
discoveries led to the early settlement of the
Island of Manhattan, The Duteh soon eom-
meneed trading with the Indians along the
shores of the Hudson, which viver the Indians
called Mahiceanmittuck, * And then in the
early part of 1613, hegan the early settlement



HIBTORY OF GRELN WICoH. 12

of Niew Amsterdam under the command of
Hendricke Corstisensen, who afterward beeame
noted as an adventurer. Four small huts
built at that time, were the small beginnings
of the preseut city of New York.

About this time there was a check npon
marine enterprise thronghont all Europe,
The Duteh, being then the most extensive
navigators, recovered first from its effects. An
Ordinance, passed at Gravenhague by the As-
sembly, on the 27th of March, 1614, restored
to their navigators their enstomary activity.
A company of merchants fitted out a feet of
five ships, and put them under the command
of three distinguished sailors, Advien Bloek,
Hendricke Corstinensen, and Cornelins Jacob-
son Mey. All arrived safely at Niew Amster-
dam on the “mouth of the great river of the
Manhattans " in the Iatter part of September
of the same year. IHere they separated. It
was the intention of Block to sail farther up
the Hudson than the original discoverer had
done, while Corstiaensen should examine the
Southern coast of Long Island (Serwan-Hacky
or Mentoag, the land of shells), and Mey, his
ather fellow-commander, should eail along the
coast of New Jersey,



1é HISTORY 0OF GREENWICH.

After the departure of his forner ecomrades,
Block was compelled by accident to relinquizh
lhis design.  His vessel waz consumed by fire,
while vet lying at Niew Amsterdam filled with
provision for the projected expedition. But
the intrepid Dutchman, not dizheartened by
the loss of his ship and the abzence of his= fel-
low-voyagers, immediately hoilt a small vessel,
which he called the Restless. Its length was
forty-four and s half feet, and its breadth
eleven and a half, 'This was the heginning of
ship-building in New York, now owning the
largest and feetest shipe in the world.

Not knowing whether the Hudson wounld
lead to a northwest passage or not, Block
would not venture in so small a vessel to find
ont, but chose rather to explore the East
River, Accordingly, proceeding in this new
direction, the Restless passed safely through
a dangerons strait, to which Block cave the
name which it has borne ever sinee, calling it
“ Hellegat, after a bhranch of the river Scheldt
in Kast Flanders After reaching the open
sound he kept along the northern shore. Con-
sequently he made the first discovery of what
now forms Connecticut, when, from the deck
of his vessel, he and his erew looked upon the
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rocky hills of Greenwich., This was in the
early part of 1614. A< he passed by them,
he named the Norwalk Islands the * Archipele-
zos,” and the Housatonie he called the * River
af the Red Mountains” Farther on he dis
covered the Connecticut, and ecalling it Fresh
River, he sailed several miles from its mouth
upward. Descending again, he continuved his
course through the Sound. Block Island yet
bears the name of the navigator himself, Off
Cape Cod he fell in with his former companion
Corstiaensen, who had been exploring - the
somthern const of Long Island.

The erew of the Restless then, havine been
diverted this way by accident, were the first
to look upon our hills, Yet they passed by,
only seeing. This was five years previous to
the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymontl, in
1620. We will now forget those European
vizitors, and turn omr attention to the nafive
Indians, and look at their situation as given us
by the wvarious authorities, OF'Callaghan in
partienlar. Not having seen the stranger vis-
itors, who passed them in a single day, they
little dreamed of the terrible destrnetion about
to come upon them by the hands of the
brethren of these wvery strangers who came



