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PREFACE

THE need of a short, simple, and yet
comprehensive book on the art of navi-
gating a ship has led the author to under-
take the preparation of the present work.
The extant treatises on the subfect are of
two kinds: first, introductory and simple,
but incomplete; and, second, exhanstive,
but incomprehensible to the beginner. The
aim of this book is to instruct the begin-
ner, leading him step by step from the first
operations to the pedection of the art as
found in the Sumner method. The in-
structions have been made as terse asg
possible, and yet the auathor believes that
clearness has not been gacrificed, Funda-
mental principles have been explainced, but
no attempt has been made to elucidate the
higher mathematics of the ssbject. Stu-
dents who have tried to learn navigation
from books like Captain Lecky's inimitable
Wrinkles in Practical Navigation, which
is addressed to navigators only, or from
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Bowditch's American Navigator, which is
only for mathematicians, will, it iz hoped,
appreciate this little book, The explana-
tions of the uses of the tables and the NMax-
decal Almarnac are & new feature in a work
of this kind,

The author has consulted the following
authorities : Bowditch's American Nave-
gator, Worie's FEpifpme of Navipalion,
Rapet's Pracfice of Navdeation, Lientenant
Sturdy's Pracifcal Aid fo the Nawvipator,
Lecky's Hrindies in Pracideal Navicalion,
Cualtrough's Sadwr's flandy Book, Patter-
son's Newviraior's Pocket Bock, Proctor's
Half Howrs witk the Stars, and Towson's
Deviation of Hee Compasr, He desires to
express his indebtedness io all of these
works, but most especially to those of Cap-
tain Lecky and Lieutenant Sturdy.
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