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PREFACE

Tuis book was originally prepared as o treatise on the law
of maritime war and prize. For the convenience of the
reader at a time when nohbody has leisure to wade through
the historieal or theoretical matter with which a systematic
treatise is bound to deal, T have selected from my intended
book the material needed for immediate relercace. More-
over, the present war being even for this country a war
on land as much as (if not more than} a naval war, and
there being no quite recent treatise, except the official
Manual on war on land, it was sugpested that the book
should deal with war generally, and as such would be wel-
comed by laymen as well as by those who have to deal
with 1ts ligal aspects professionally,

Furthermaore, to make reference easier, I have broken up
the differeni subjects inlo short and concise articles, and
placed the whole in alphabetical order,

The appendices are as complete as it has been pessible
to make them without swelling the book to unpractical
dimensions, The ample references to them and a full index
will enable the reader to bnd at once the exact text.

The volume has no pretension to dispensing with the
uze of Colonel Edmonds’ and Professor Oppenheim's excel-
lent official manual on land warfare above referred to, which
is available to the public, or with the official ** Manual of

Naval Prize Law " which is a confidential publication for
W
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vi PREFACE

the gmidance of naval officers, though it may serve as a
useful supplement to both.

In short, my object has been to produce a volume
useful not only for student and layman, but also for those
whe have to deal promptly with actual cases as they arise.

T. B.
13, DD Spuane,

Lixcorxts Isx.
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INTRODUCTION

War brings into operation certain rights and duties, as
between belligerent States and their citizens, as between the
belligerents, and a5 between belliverents amd neutrals, which
remain in force from the date of the commencemeni of the
war [gu.) until its teemination, An arsdstice (grv)) is not a
smspension of war, but of hostilities. War ceases only with
the conclusion of peacc.

The law of war comes inlo operation as regards citizens of
a belligerent State from the day and hour from which it is
ofhicially notificd to begin,

As between belligersnts it dates from receipt of notice of the
declaration of war by the enemy Statc. The hour of receipt
of the notice iz of importance, but it hak not the same effect as
in the case of nentrals.?

A meutral State is only affected by the existence of war
from the date of reeeipt of notice, which may be sent by tele-
graph, although it is debarred from setting up absence of
notice if it can be shown that it was beyond question aware
of its cxistence,® this knowledge beinp equivalent to notice
whose only object is 10 place the possession of it beyond
fuestion.

From these respective dates the law of war is operative
against all mankind.

The law of war may be subdivided into (a) relations between
belligerents in war on land, (b) relations between belligerents
in naval war, (¢ relations between belligerents and neutrals in
war on land, and {d) relations between belligerents and nentrals
in naval war.

I Sea Hague Convention, 1o0of, Na, T, Art, 1, and No. VL
' Hague Convention, No. 1. Art. 2,
ik



