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THE GENESIS OF THE MAYA ARCH
By EDWARD H. THOMPSON

NTIL now, it has been the generally accepted belief among

L' archeologists that the entire plan of the ancient stone
structures of Yucatan was developed elsewhere, that in

some unknown region the evolution of this structural type had
been carried out until perfected, crystallized as it were, before the
first stone structure was built on the peninsula of Yucatan. I find
no evidence to maintain this belief, while I do find much, and, to me,
conclusive evidence of a very typical process of development from
the #d or the native palm-thatched hut of Yucatan, to the mag-
nificent structures of stone and lime that crowned the terraced
levels in these ancient centers of population on the peninsula. |
regard, not the stone structures, but the little known and still less
studied n4 as the primitive, the unchanged and unchanging type
structure. As it is today so it was in all essentials before the stones
were quarried, the lime burned, or the flints chipped, that helped
to make the first stone structure on the peninsula of Yucatan, I
claim that the na is the germ' unit of the edifice chambers, and the
edifice simply a collection of nis expressed in stone and mortar,
While my examples are specific, the claim covers and the facts
hold good generally all over the Maya areca. Wherever this race
of ancient builders, now called the Mayas, held sway, there the
n4 with its environmental changes became the type unit. 1 shall
seek to prove these basic facts with few words but many examples.
Commencing, as we logically must, at the very foundations, I
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