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= fawe'er 1t be, (& seema to me,
*“Tin only noble o be good :
Kind hearts are more than corones,
And slmple fxlth than Norman hiood.™
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PREFACE.

e B e

Tux present publication may contain nothing remarkably
pretty or extraordinarily sublime; the minor pieces may
sppear meither interesting nor instructive, and the more
lengthy and pretentious productions singularly incoberent
and incomplete ; nevertheless, the Authors feel assured,
1o Jess from their own internal convietions, than from the
expressed opinioms of others, that enfficient will be found
in the work to justify, in some degree, their appeal to public
consideration and regard.

They wish not, however, t¢ be misunderstood. They eay,
plainly ahd dispassionately, without vanity or affectstion,
that they have satisfied themselves with respect fo the
general merit of the work : but whether they will succeed
in safisfying the majority of their resders they know not.
Such, however, is their humble desire, their sincere wish,

The suxilisry graces of rhyme and metre, inasmuch as
they are in no way ssesnfial to true poetry, have not been
uniformly followed or regarded: at the same time, it is {0
be hoped that due regard has been evineed for the fixed
rules of English Prosody ; and, that mstances of obscurity
or whimsicality of ides, together with those of ambiguity
or singularity (without appropriateness) of expressiom,
however frequently they may ocour, have been rarely, if ever,
studied or intended.



vi PHEFAUE.

Fean-wao-Fru professes to imitete Seott in matier rather
than manper; in subject and plot, rather than style or
trestment : and in this particular, perhaps, resembles the
great Sir Walter no nearer than he himself has sssimilated
his narrative to the recorded traditions of his country.

In conclusion, the Authors beg to tender their most
sincere thanks to their subscribers; and venture to express
a fervent hope that the favourahle estimate which has been
privately formed of the sccompanying productions may
be publicly corroborated: but should euch, unhappily, not
be the case, undne temerity will in this instance, 88 in that
of a muliitude of others, roceive a severs, and, it may be,
well-merited, moral and pecuniary punishment.

OxrorD,
November, 1857,
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