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Introduction.

80 much of a misleading nature had been
written coucerning my ecarveer, thai I re
solved, after ecarnest consultation with
fricnds, to present this [ittle volume, While
visiting IPranklin, Pennsvlvania, several
years ago the matter was definitely planned,
and Mr. B, H. Gray kindly consented to as-
sist me in the preparation of the volume;
and te him I feel under many obligations
for advice and help, He is the first man to
whom I ever related those inecidents of my
life in which the people have always mani-
fested 20 much interest. 1 am alzo under
greater obligations to General Charles Mil-
ler, of I'ranklin, Pa,, than I can find power
to express.  His kindly, helpful nature,
which expresses itself in good deeds in so
many ways, has proven a great encourage-
ment to me while arranging this volume,

I present the narrative to the world with
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COAL OIL JOHNNY—HIS BOOK.

no apologies whatever. In it [ have tried to
clearly and suceinetly set forth some of the
features which appear to have proven attrae-
tive when reference has been made to them
in the pewspaper press. It would be pre-
sumptions for me to predict the cordiality of
the reception which this little volume will
receive. It is published not =0 much for any
benefit which may acerue to me as to set at
rest many of the misrepreseontations which
have been set in eirenlation concerning my
career; amd I have tried to make the narra-
tion as aceurate as the lapse of many vears
will permit. 1 remain,
Most sineerely,

JOHN WASHOINGTON STEELE,

Pranklin, Pa. (Coal-Oil Johnny).
April 22nd, 1901,



