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Simple Birections for Kelter-Writing.

= ﬂhtﬂbwﬁmﬁrgmdmadlngm Head as

A you speak, read as you feel, rend s if you falt
what you are saying; eo the bast directions for good
writing ara: Write aa you speak, writs jmst what
you have to say, write exactly the thinga you facl, sxactly
the words yon would esy if yoor correspondent were sitting by
you—in short, to tse Iady Heslketh's phease, write * what
comes uppermost;'" so your leblers will be frue, freah, life-like
and Inferesting,

The beet direction that conld be given for lettar-writing is,
to muk you to eall imagination to your aid. Fancy your friend
or ecorrpapemcdant to be aitting by you, eay what you would
aay if auch wera the case, and than writs it dewn, Do this,
and your letier cannot fail to be what aJotter cught to be—a
pictars of your thoughts, Inferesting to your correapondent in
exactly the pames proportion a8 ha or she i intarested in your-
palf ar your conoernd.

Ho one speals in the longest words he can pick out of the
dietionary; no ome spesis in studied phresse, soch as may
ba read in padantic books; end no one ought o wrifs in such.
The bast writing for letters i natnral, nnetudied Sowing fresh
from the heart—just " what comes uppermost.”
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Cowper, ane of the moet plossing of lettar-writers, ooe who
best underatood the art, saye he “ like fslking lotters.” Thia
little word reveals the secret of lotter-wifiing. If your friend
likes you he will ke your talk; and if your lstters are to be
{8 they ars intended to ba) & subetitute for your presence,
they must be talking letters—lattors writben just as you wenld
gpeak if your friond wers prescnt.

The sams directfon may be given even for letters of busi-
neas; for if your hoad is fall of the bosiness in which yon are
engaged, and if you are doing it heartily, your words will Sow
freely in speaking. Write dewn whot you wonld asy, do not
wait to study phreses, and yoor letters will be ten times more
to the point than all the fancy medals ever written by un-
intorested pacple. Hvery ong poesessed @ degres of natmral
eloquance om subjects which tmch the foelings deeply. A°
mother pleading fir & sitnation fiur her son, & father intercsding
in behalf of o child, if they will tot write down the words
thet rise naturelly to theiv lips, will write from the heart e
thonsandfold bettar than a lstter in the most studied phreses,
written ag a model by & peraon _feseping, not fealing, the casa.

In this littls bock, therefmrs, we offir yon not. models to
sopy, but apocimens of the stylea of othes, by which you may
son the sasy, uncensirained, playful etyle in which the best
writers have writien their lsttors,

The style of their books end etodied compositions muy
be lofty, gravo, or even wilfl; the friendly lstter is eesy and
unetudiad,

By sase, however, we do not mean slovenlingss or improd-
ence. There are many things thet cught not o be eaid, and,
of sonres, shoold still 1asz be writhen; aa an idls or ill-natorad
word spokan may be firgotten, bt if written it retaite &8 a
witnees agafmet the writer. An attention to correctosss in
spalling and grammar is of courss necessary, to eicaps being



Simple Divections for Letter-Writing. 7

thonght whénll}' unédaented; and thevs are many litts commen
deeoruma and etigoettes in the modes of &dd.rmﬂﬁ,g nthers
with which it is wall to ba acquainted.

For all theee, it may be profitable to read o fow spacimens
of really good ldars by good writera; thet by olecrving thess
we may form our own etyls by them, not copy them.

*The fundamental requisite for good writing,” esys Blair
{mpenking of lotber-writing), **is t0 be netural and simple,”
The style cught o ba easy and unconstrained, For this reason
the styls of lettars has often been chosen by those who wished
to eommunicabe insdrootion or give information in e simple
form. These differ, of cowrse, from the crdinary lettam of ono
friend o ancther, az, thoegh writhen in the same style, they
are more on fobjeats of gensral interest. A fow specimens of
these alao are given.

“ Much of tha merit and the sgrecsblencss of epistolary
writing will depend on its intreducing us into some stquaint-
snce with the wriler. There, if anywhers, wa look for the
man, nod for the suthor. It firet and fundamental Tequisite
is, to be natural and gimpls; for o stiff and labouwred manner
is am bad in o lottsr e §t s in conversation. This dees not
banish sprightliness and wit, "Thess wro grsceful in letiars,
jost as they are in conversation —when they flow easily, and
without being studied —when employed so ne to éesson, not
to eloy. Omne who, sither in comversation or in letters, affacts
te shine snd to eparkls always, will not plesse long. The
style of lettors shonld not be too highly polished, Tt coght to
bo neat and correct, but no meve, AN nicety about words
batrays study; and hence musical periods, and appearances
of number and barmeny in arrangement, should be carefully
avolded in lettera. The best laiters ars commonly snch aa
the suthors have written with mest fucility. What the heart
or the imagination dictates always flows readily; but where
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thors is ne subject to warm or interest thess, constraint np-
poars; and honoe, thoes letters of mers compliment, congrato-
lnfion, or affected condolence, which hawe ocet the authors
most labour in composing, end which, for that reascn, they
pechape conmider a8 their musterpiscas, nevar fail of being the
moet disagrecatle and insipid to eaderm."




THE ART OF LEITER-WRITING.

PART 1.
Ketters o Hetter-Triding,

LORD JEFFREY T MR. B. MOEEHEAD,
HrneenTenine, 2End Trec 1706

My Dean Boz, —I mies Foi mora here than I did in Edip-
burgh; and, r.haugh T only catres bers yestarday, I can lve no
longer without talking to you {n some way or other. While
I wes od home, | meed to imogine that yeu wers hero os
uonal, and did not feel myself mors separated thea 1 wis dor-
ing the whole of last winter. But hers, where I am so much
eocustomed £0 be with you, T am mads sensitle of wanting you
morning, noon, and night, fe.

Have you ever observad thot the lstters of frionds are fillad
with agotlam ¥ For my part I think very suspiciously of every
lotter thet fa nof, sod propese my own aa & moedel o you in
this reapect, Indesd, when a mon writes, aa I do now, mersly
from the loguacity of friendehip, and the recollection of pec-
somal intimacy, what subject ean be hewve but himeslf, or the
permon to whem he writea? His letter, therefore, will be o
succoasion of egotivms and ingniries, which will fall to be &n-
swernd by egotisme and retalinted inguirdes. Buch letters ars



