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THE CHILD'S
FIRST HISTORY OF ROME.

CHAFTER I.

TAE FOUNDATION OF ROME,
B C THS.

R 0. 1. nIfr wa dogire to Eﬂarﬂmi t.huh.’:.u-

1154 to788, fory of any comniry, that s, what

ened to the peoplewho lived in itim
Fampﬂﬂt,w&mnﬂthegmhv]mnmgwhmthﬂ
country ileclf is, and it s like.

2, The history of i the history of a people
‘whu -I)IlE-ﬁ dwelt in Italy, and, being extremely "

sgramit other nations and conguered them, and
uﬁmﬁ; became the masters of & great part of the
wurld We shall find Italy n the map of Europe—
Grermany and Switzerland Yo to the north of it} the
Adriatic Sca bounds it on the cast; and the Mediter-
ranean on the south andweat. Tis uhapaiucmiuua,
something like 8 man's boot.

8. Italy is s very bemntiful country ; is much
WETTET t.herethu.nmEnglnnd the winds u.raanftm,
the eky is of a deeper blue, and many lovely flowars
and be bloom in the open air, which we are
n!:hg;ﬁd to keep carefully in green-houses. A high
range of mountains, d the .-ipenmnaa ruzs
through i from north to south; and below these
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mountaing there are smooth lakes and fertile valleys,
nmongst which prow ecomn and ¥ines, oran
and mulberry-trees, and all which mnreaﬁ;bﬂ de-
sired to smpport snd make life taly har
often been called the garden of the world.

- It 18 natural for uws to wish 1o know who first

phited thizs beawtiful country—who governed the
people end made laws for theme—but it s very diffi-
enlt to find out the truth; sod when we resd the
slories which are commonly told npon these subjects,
we must remember that wo ecannot be as certain of
them as we are of things which have happened in
later years. All that we can really be sure of is,
that in very aneiemt times Italy was divided into a
great many little efates, and that the inhabitants were
continnally fishting with ¢ach other, As to their
veligion Lhey were heathens, and worshipped false

; but they were very particular in keeping up

all their religions customs and ceremonies, much mors
80 indecd than many persons in theze days who say
they believe in the Gaod.

5, Ong of the prineipal of these Itelian Btates
waa called Latinm, and its chief city was Alba Longa,
or the long white crty. Alba 18 said to have been
built by the eon of Aneas, a famons prince, who
gettled in Jialy after escaping from Troy, a city in
Agia Minor, which waa by the Greeke about
the year B. (. 1184. There were many lings of
Alba whom we know nothng about; buot wo are
told at last of two brothers, Numitor uudﬁmu]iuﬁ.-
who both wichod to have the crown, Numitor was
the ngit:!:lulhklug hu;-a .&Jnuhlgﬂ WHS thl? braver aﬁ
richer ¥ giving the people money, he persuad
them to help him in taking possession of his brother's
throne, snd compelling him to live like a comtaon per-
son. Amuliue cotld not heve been happy ai"l:erdmg
" wuch a wicked thing ; huhepntufmrﬂ:l,
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ar other, the children of Numitor might try to take his
erown &5 he had taken their father's ; and in order to
pe safe he killed Numitor's sons, mnd obliged his
danghter, who was called Rbsa Silvia, to be & vestal
virein, Vestal virging were women whose duty it
wha to attend tor the relizicus services in the temple
of Vesta, one of the heathen goddessea, One of
iheir chief duties was to take care that a i
fire, which was congidered emcred, shonld never ba
allowed to go out. There was a very sirict law
agrainst thelr marryine and having children, and Amu-
lius supposed, therefore, that if he made KRhea Silvia
E?eabu.lﬁrgin,there would be no fear of any ona
after her to do him harm,

8, In spite, howaver, of this strict law, Rhes Silvia
hod two imf; m:;:h?-—-ﬂmjm twing % born st I:]:ue
lEme fime. Muins WAS axce angTy wWhen
b heard it, and made uphin-miﬂfﬁifm_ﬂ-ly that the
poor children should be killed, There was a deep
river, the Tiber, which flowed by hie cify, and he
crdered them o be ihrown imie it. Feorhaps he
thonght that when the dark waters hed hidden them
from sight they would be forgotten, and no ome
wounld ask who mordered them. The servanta of
Ammlivg did as they were told; they put the fwo
Iittle infants into & basket and took them to the river,
and there they luid them down m the cold stream
and left them alone to dis. Just st that time the
waters of the Tiber had overflowed ita banks, and
covered part of the land near, The bosket waa
earried down the river till it reached a part where
the water was not very deap, and then it rested upon
the ground ; and so the poor children were saved
from drowning,

Y4, Thers was no one, however, to feed them, or
take care of them, and they must wtill have died if
they had remained thers, Bat it happened (or, if
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the etory be really true, we must say it was ordered
by God) that Faustulus, a shepherd, found the two
little habies and had pity upon them, and carried
them  home to his wife, and told her that she musi
nurse them and brieg them up with his own chil-
dren, and he gave them the names of Romulus and
Bemus,

8. All this time Amulius pupposed they wers
dead, and that he was guite safe; but God, who
punishes wicked heathens as well as Christians, did
not allow him fo escape. A great many years how-
ever wont by ; Amulma was still king of Alba, and
his brother Numitor lived mear bim, without having
riches or power, and unbappy, no doubt for the
loss of his ohildren; and Homulus and Remus grew
up ta be yo men, snd were thought to be the
sons of the shapherd Faustulus, They used fo spend
a great part of their time in feeding cattle upon the
hills and in fighting against robbers, and this made
them very breve and hardy. Numitor also had
soma fiocks and herds which fed on the mountains,
and one day there waa a quarre] hetween hiz herds-
men and Homulns and Hemus, Remus was faken
prisoner, and the shephend earmad him off to Numi-
tor, imagining that he would be very angry with him,
But Numitor liked what he ssw of Remus extreme-
ly; ha thought him & fine, nobla youny man, and
asked mmm%quesﬁuna sa to who he was, and whers
he came from ; and at last he began to suspect thag
perhaps he might be cme of the little twins who
were gupposed to have hbeen drowned in the river
Tiber. Of course hs was quite certain of it when
ue heard all about him from Faustulus ; and soon it
was kmown by every one that Romulus and Remus
were the grandsons of Numitor,

9. Then the two young princes determined not to

let Amuling be king any longer, and they broughi
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all their friends and companions, and ate
tacked the city. Amuvlins did his to save him-
RIE Pk, £ Seoed Nt e GReigh s pairic
his 18 WAy t
and at length found hl:dmh aod killed him, Numi-
h:ur then
0. Romul Prﬂmﬁﬂlgﬁm contented to
Em jetly at Alba effer this; had a great wish
to buld & oty for themselves. Their ther
allowed them to follow their own will, and they left
Alba and sef put with some followers to find a place
which would euit them. A epot was discovered
some hills, not very far from Alba, which
they thought would do; but whem they had fixed
upom it, they eould not agree as to which of them
ehould begin the wark, Ba they determiced to settls
the question by consulting an amgur. Angurs were
gmo;; who pretended to decide 1;1]1::; ﬂll:g::; Luldba
hsenmgsuﬂhﬂ:lmgamta irht lrds
by ezamining the sppesransc of the entrails of
hemh uﬂ-&rt.helrwem sacrificed. The heathens sup-
posed that their guds declared their will by such
wigma, Bome appesrances were thought to be good
snguriés, others bad onee. The augurs in Italy bhad
& great deal of respeot to them, go that it was
natural for Romulos and Bemus to go to them when
they could not setile & question for themselves,
11. Wdﬁym named for consulling the
BT, Romulus and Remus afood apon different
to watah for what would appear to them. 1tis said
that Remus saw aiw vulturea firat, and Romuls twelve
afterwards, The declured that Romulus had
the best omen, and that he was to begin bullding the
tity ; and so he did, end called 1t Rome. He marked
out the size by voking & bull end a cow to a plough,
which, as it went , made farrows where the
walls were to be built :nﬁut the plough was lifted up
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