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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

The suihor of thepe lectures was born In 1835 in the little town of Croy-
don, perched up in the New Hampshire mountaing, and since made famous in
Winston Churchill's “Coniaton.” She was & precocious child, distingnishing her-
self in her school studies and writing her first verses at elght yeara of age.
Mra. Cooper was a wise mother and when she saw her little deughter's postic
btent, she encouraged her to express it naturally, but never to force her feeling.

All through her life Mra, Bristol was guided by this principle, in later years
writing to & friend ae follows: “The output of my postry has been compara-
tively amall, aa I never followed lterature as a profession, writing only when
tmpelied to expresslon by the pressure of the fdeal life within.”

New England girls of the last century became teschers very early in life,
yot they realized their own need for further development and would continme
thelr studies even under moet adverse circumsiances. The little girl was only
thirteen when her first “position™ was offered her, but her parents wisely ob-
jected to her accepting it, and kept her at home until two years later, when she
bagan teaching “summer school” and “winter pchool” The other two seasons
were devoted to her own education, thus laylng the foundation for her subse-
quent success,

At this time also, her verses beganm to be published In varlous papers and
magazines, In 1858, she married Gustavus Kimball and removed to z dlstant
western town, but the young couple proved fl! adapted to each other and five
years later Mrs. Eimball returned with her little girl to her parents’ home, Mr.
Kimball securing & divorce later, on the ground of desertion.

In 1886 one of her poems In & New England publication attracted the attem-
tion of Louls Bristol, & lawyer of New Haven, Conn., who, after procuring her
address, at once entered into & friendly correapondence with the author of
the poem, which resulted in a proposal of marriage to her, and Mr. Bristol scon
journeved to Croydon to conduct his woolng In person. After thelr marriage
in January, 1868, they removed to Carbondale, that part of Illinols known as
“Egypt"” With most of her neighbors unable to read or write, Mra. Bristol
found herself thrown on her own resources, and the appreclation of her hus-
band for mental stimulus. Bhe occaslonally wrote verse, and at this time her



