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PREFACE

THis little book has met with a great success
in Germany, In England and Ameriea the
perenmial desive to follow closely the move-
ments of German thought will, we believe,
insure a welcome for the tramslation. Profes-
sor Killpe is well known in English-speaking
countries through his other works, partienlarly
his [atroduction to Philosophy and his Outlines
of Psychology, both standard works on these
subjects, and hoth in English translations,

It has been ohbjected that the present book is
not precisely what its name implies—an acconnt
of the philesophy of the present in Germany,
Die Philosophie der Gegenwert tn Dentsellond.
This is true if by the philosophy of the pre-
sent we mean the philosophy of the moment
—the very last and latest philosophical fads,
fancies, and effusions; but it is not true if
by the philosophy of the present we mean the
great representative movements which mark
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the present advance in this sphere of thought.
Professor Kiilpe's book gives a clear picture
of four of the typical philosophical movements
of the present time in Germany—Positivism,
Materialism, Naturalism, and Idealism; and
he sets them before us in the form presented
by the leading representatives of these move-
ments—men like BMach, Haeckel, Nietzsche,
and Wundg,

The unique feature of this book is not so
much Professor Kiilpe's clear and concise state-
ment ot the characteristics of the four schools
and their representatives, as it is his criticism
of them. Following the detailed exposition
of cach philosopher, there 18 a concise and
penetrating critigne.  Kspecial attention may
be called to the instiuctive critiques of Mach,
Nietzsche, and Wuudt,

Particularly illuminating will be found the
author’s summary relegation of epistemological
idealism, phenomenalism, and other forms of
subjective idealism to the schoal of Positivism,
where they belong ; his reservation of the name
“ldealism ™ for what has sometimes been called
objeetive idealism—that is, to actual constructive
attempts to solve the problem of objective reality,
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after the manner of Plato, Leibniz, Fechuer, or
Wauandt, by means of induction and analogy;
and, finally, his suggestive remarks about neo-
rationalism and induetive metaphysics.

It is believed that the book may be found
usgeful as a text for the use of college classes in
modern German philosaphy.,

The translators wish to acknowledge their
indebiedness to My, Edward Henry Laner and
to FProfessor Edward L. Schanb for valuable
sugrestions in the work of translation.

THE TRANSLATORS.

‘FHE' ST.LT].". ENI':-'EEI:FTI'['T e Iljl'l-'l'.-'l.‘,
lowa Citr, Towa,
Aprid 1015,
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