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PREFACE

T is nearly two centuries since a scparate edition of
Novatian’s Treatise on the Trinity was produced by
an English clergyman, John Jackson, and published in
London,  Tao this editor and his immediate predecessor,
Edward Welchman, we are indebted [or valuable help
towards the emendation of a corrupt vulgate text, in
the absence of all manuscript evidence. But they left
much still to be done, and the text of the present edition
can only claim to mark a further advance towards
textual purity. My first duty was to provide an in-
telligible text, and this, I trust, has been accomplished.
The aim of the Commentary has been to make the
treatise speak for itself,  Criticism and theological
dissertation were reserved, in the main, for the Intro-
duction.

The interest of the Treatise, and itz importance at
the present day, will hardly be questioned. Tt is at once
the earliest systematic treatise o itz subject, and the
earliest monument of Roman theolosy, It transports
us to a critical period in the history of Christian thought.
Then, as now, the battle-ground of contending schonls
of opinton was the doctrine of the Person of Christ.
It may be said of doctrines and formularies with no less
truth than it is said of institutions, that the study of
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their origins and ordered growth is the surest key to
their meaning.  There 15 no better introduction to the
study of Christology than the Treatise of Novatian,
Much that nowadavs to the popular miad s new and
modern, is there o be fousd 10 germ or tendency,  The
Divinelv-endowed  Man of the Adoptianists has  re-
appeared in the Christ of humanitarian theordes, and
there are modem cntics who dissolve the historical
Christ into an iden as unsabstantial as the Christ of the
Diocetic Gnostics,  Again, far remaoved as is the writer's
standpoint from that of those who disavew * the dividing
line between man's heing and God's" ke can say that
the Word of Christ bestows an man divinity, [t may
be said in wroth, that Novatian is as structive by his
fmitations of insight and definition, as he iz by his
positive contribietion to the problems of the Creed. For
he is not moely the prle reflexion of Tertollian, as
might possibly be mfereed tram darmatic writers,  The
student may ik that the Treatise scarcely carns the
title which it has cowe to bear, and it s true that more
o=l about the unity of the Godhead than about Tes
tri-personalitv. Hot the water will not altow his sub-
lime conceplion of the Diving * monarchia ' to exclude
that other conviciion, which Soripture and expericnce
have rooted in his mind, that Chnst s 0 areal seose,
zod as well as han,

It has not been an easy matter to |wepare, at a
distance from libraries, an cdition requiring  constant
reference too authorities, and in particitlar to the earlicr
printed texts. [ am indebted to Mr Faleoner Madan, of
the Bodleian Library, to Professor Dre Binz of the Uni-
versity Library at Basel, for practical assistance; 1o
Prebendary Goudge for the use of the Wells Theological
College Library ; and to the Rev, K. G Meyrick Waood,
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Yicar of =1 :‘_‘.l'l.L!EJth:fl-h, Hl‘::,'-].‘-]]{-:l'fl':é Hhhh, and to the |~’.'_|_-1.',
H. K. Jovat, Kecuor of Marksbury, tor the use of some
valuable books  and lastly, to my brother, Mr 7. Porter
Faus=ct, of the loner Temple, who did some useful worls
for me in the British Museum, HBut my chiel thauks are
duoe to Dr Mason, the General Editar of the Cambridee
Patristic Texis. [t is not vasy to express in a few words
what this little baok owes to his continuous criticism
and cncouragemoent, aud, 0 many passages, to Lits actual
collaboration. I have drawn frecly upen his great stores
of theologieal and patristie learning. AMany of the inter-
pretations to be fand in the Commentary represaut the
result of prolonged consultation hetween us: wud | have
had the privilege of discussing with him the Targer aspects
of Novauan's theology, This general acknowledgmont of
e Masan's unwearied kKindness has 1o stand in place of
any acknowledzment in dewail, e has bestowed more
pains upon the worle ot ancther thag some men bestow
upon their awn,

W, YORKE FAUSSET.
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