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PREFACE.

Tue fullowing pages aim at giving—besides o Dictionary
of the dialect—iilnsteationa of the nse of the words, and
specimens of the every-day talle and forms of expression
current among the peasantry of the lsle of Wight. The
list of worde conid cosily have been made more extensive,
but wany found in piher parts of the country sz well as in
the Island have been purposely omitted ; althongh o number
equally as common have boen retained, from a desire to make
the collection as complete a transeript ns possible of the
provincial vernacular.  The (lossary of Isle of Wight Words
edited by Mr 0 T2, Smith for the Inglish Dialect Society
has been of the greatest service in the enmpilation of thiz,
(though the larger part of the maiter bere peinted wag
collected before its sppearsnce in 1881); and vonsiderable
aszistaneg hua been afforded by the Gloszary of Humpelire
Words comnpiled by the Rev. Bir W. H, Cope for the same
Society.  Aketinen’s  Glossary of Wiltshire Worda and
Barnes' Glozzary of the Dorset Thialect have also been oco-
casionally eonzuliedl,

No one knows better than the eompiler that a Dictionary
like the present must necessarily be more or less incomplete;
but he hopes that not many wonls of importance will be
fonnd to have been omitted ; and soch as it fs—he oiTers the
result of Lis taboor to the favourable eonsideration of his

fllow-Telanders, aml the Pollie generally,
W. H. L.
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INTRODUCTION,

Tue provinelal dislects spoken in the zouthern eounties
of England, onee forming paré of the Saxon Kingdom of
Wessex, have many geoeral features of resemblance, showing
that they all are lrawches from one parent stock, Many of
the provincialisims current in the Iale of Wight are the same
a3, or very similar to, those foond i the adjoining connties
of Hampshire, Wilts, aud Dorset; but a mood proportion
zeenss to be peculiar to the lsland; and the dialect of Buszex
on the one 2ide, and of Sametzel and Tevem on the other,
are very dilferent From the msular vernacular. The basis of
the dialect of the Isle of Wight iz purely Anglo-Saxon, and
it is rewarkabla, esnsideripg its situation, anl intercooree
{principally through fishing and emuggling) with the opposite
const of France, that scarcely a world of uodoubted i-"rench
origin geemns o have leen introduced.

The ever-incrensing nomber of visitors Hockiog inte the
Island, and the growing influesces of Boanl Schools, are
rapidly wweeping away all vestigos of the native Tsluml
speech, while the clder inlialitants abetain a8 moeh as pos-
aible fromn usiog it in the presence of steangers; and ihe
rising generstion are growing up ignorent of te meaning of
words still weed by their gramdfathers,—esome of them far
wore expressive awd comprehensive thon their modern sule
gtitutos, [For inztanee,—what a combination of common
every-lay phreses in uecessary to explain the influence of dry
wenther on ripened corn, expressed by an Tsland labourer in
two words—* beet cut™; or Lo give the full weaning he com-
prises in the singlo word “snoodle There 18 ne doubt that
by the gradosl disappeacsnee of the local disleets, varions
words and forms of expression are lost, which madern English
roplaces but imperfectly,

Many of the peenliaritics of iransposition of lelters, and
of pronuneistion, will be feamwl noted o their places in the



