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- INTRODUCTION.

NoTe BY THE DIRECTOR-—Whers thers ara obvions mistakes in the text I have
mado the correction which Mr. Nichels woold Lave made in revising his MS.
noting st the foot his original worls, I have also added & fuw words at the emd,
foonded va the Life poblished at Edinburgh.  Mr. Nichols hag left & large nmmber
of motes, of which he wonld doubtless have made smpls use, wod he had collected &
nonnher of Lady Halkett's Meditutions, of which a few specimens ara prioted in the
Appendiz,

This fragment of Lady Halkett's autobiogrsphy having becn
printed without comment, it appears to the Editor the maost
convenient course 4o take a review of its contente, and to combine
with & summary thereof such other particulars derived from
collateral sources as may at once eatighten the obecurity in which
Lady Halkett studiously wrote, and aleo enable the render to appre-
ciate mora thoroughly the value of the historical mformation which
she ectoally imparts,

Lady Halkett iz already known in the catalogue of femsle
nuthors from the publication of some of her religions writings
which wed made in the year 1701, and from the * Life ® which ia
prefized to them. That life was derived in part from the a[uto-
biography]| now printed. [It wag re-published in 1778]* and it
appears in an abridged shape in Ballard’s Memoirs of Learned
Ladies, 4to. 17[62], and 8vo, 17[75].

Anne Murray was born in London on the 4th of January, 1622,
the younger daughter of Thomas BMurray," the preceptor and sub-

& Tn MBS, “aud pnlu 1778."  Amopgst Mr. Michols"s notes thers is the copy of
the title-page of the * Meditations on the twenty-fifth Psulm.” But I huve ool seen
it, nnd as it is not mentioned heve I concinds that it does not contain the title —85, R, G,

b ¥rom some nnaccoontable misspprahomsion the bisgrapher of 1701 ealls him
“ M, Robert Murray ' inatead of Thetoad; an ceror which i followed Ly Ballard
and his copyists,
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ii INTRODUCTION.

sequently Secretary to Prince Charles (afterwards King Charles L), by
Jane Drummnend. In the memoirs now printed she commences
her narrative by allusion to her parents, of whose extrmction she
declares she had no resson to be sshamed, as her father was
descended from the family of the Eerl of Tillebardine, and her
mother from that of the Earl of Perth. The former dignity was
conferred only in 1606, and the latter in 1604, therefors it was
only collaterally that her pavents sould be related to those earls,
nor has the degree of Lady Halkett's consanguinity to them been
ascertained.

Her father, Thomas Murray, was alrcady tutor to Charles Duke
of York in 1604, when that prince was [in his fth year]* An
annuity of two hundred marks was granted to him on the 28th
June in that year, the patent for which he surrendored on the
27th Jun, 1613-14.

Little more than a twelvemonth after, Anne Murray lost her

" mothery Thete was probubly seme notice of this event in the leaf

now _l;mt from the manuscript,® which will be partislly supplied by
the following paseage from the printed Life of 1701:

Her mother’s affections who ————- ever afier treated her
more a2 o friend than n child, snd aometime before her death made
over to her, by sesignation, o bond of the Earl of Kianoul of 2,000
lib. ster., which she received with sll graiitude, as & new obliga-
tion to he more dutiful and diligent n attending upon her, especially
heing now mors infirm and sickly ; which, with great eare and eoncern,
she performed, minfstering to her all the spiritusl and bodily help she
was capable to afford. This made a very comfortable end indesring
impression upon her dying mother, and filled her heart with joy in find-
ing not only the tender sffection of her deughter, but much more, the

+ Fiva (?) years of age.—MS.
" Rymer's Fodern, xvi. 831. ° S p. 15,
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refreshing fruita of her piety and devolion. Bhe died the 28 August,
1647, and was buried near her husband in the Savoy church.

On the 4th January, 160[87], Mr. Murray received sn additional
reward in the sinecure office of Master of Sherburn Hospitel, near
Durham, to which *he wag collsted by dispensation, contrary to
the statute ;"* but he retained the position until his death.

In August, 162), he was involved in temporary disgrace in con-
sequence of his having allowed his royal pupil o receive and peruse,
without the King's knowledge, a treatise which had been written
by Dr, George Hakewill,” one of the Prinee’s chaplains, in opposition
to the suggested mateh of hin Highness with the Infanta of Spain.
The doctor, William Hakewill his brother, Mr. Murray, and others
who were privy to this business, were sent to the Tower of London.

By this well-intentionsd but injpdicious effort Dr. Hakewill's
promotion was effectually checked, for he never attained higher
preferment than that of the Archdeaconry of Surrey, which he held
previously, and he wus dismissed the [Prince's service:; but Mr.
Murray probably substantisted his non-complieity to the King’s satis-
faction, for, within a very fow months, he received the important
favour of being nominated to the Provostship of Fton upon the
death of the learned Sir Henry Savilla, Hie election to that office
was made on the 23rd Fehruary, 1621-2.

In 1822, only s twelvemonth after his temporary disgrace, we
find him feasting the Marquis of Buckingham at Eton College, the
Spanish mateh being then publicly acknowledged and regarded as
likely © to be sccomplished. But Mr. Murray's onjoyment of his
good fortune was short. He died on the 9th April, 1623, at the

* Burtees’s Ilistory of Durbam, i 142. [The date i3 oot given here, but it is
stated that his predecceser died in Doc, 164081,
b Seo the Life of Hakewill in Wood, Athenw Oxon. (edit. Bllw) iil. 264,

® Lotber of Mr. Chamborlain to Bir Dodbey Carleton [Ang. 10, 16227 in Court
and Timea of Jamee T, 11, 825,



