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INTRODUCTION.

In the Autumn of 1858, several Packets of old Deeds,
relating to the Property of the Almshonse at Ilehester, were
restored by the Represeotative of the late Lord Huntingtower,
{formerly Sir William Manners) to the enstody of the newly
constituted Board of Trustees of the lichester Almshouse
Charity. #

These Manuseripts follow in regular suceession, from the
time of King John and Henry IIL., through the reigns of
Edw. I, Edw. II, and Edw, ILl, Richard the Second,
Heney IV, Henry WV, and Ilewry VI, Edward IV, Hen.
V11, Hen, VIIH, Quecn Elizabeth and Jawes the Firsi.

In svwe of them, e Hegnal Date s waiting ; and these
undated Deeds are, moest of them, auterior to the) reign of
Edward the First.  Ope may probably be assigned to the
time of King Tohn, or to a period eerainly not Tater than the
commencement of Henry the Thivd™s reign.  The earliesl re-
corded date is the seventh year of Edward I, Tel, 3rd, 1279,

They are written for the most part, in the usnal cou-
tracted Lating and some of the oldest of the mANuseripts are
very fine specimens of Calligraphy, A few, of the time of the
Third Edward, are in Nerman Freueh; aud two eor three,
belonging to the latter part of the 15th and the beginning of
the 16th centuries, are in the quaint old English of the Peried.

From the Reign of Henry VIII, the Deeds are few in
number, of less comparative inrerest, and elhiefly in the
vernacular tougue.

# These Deede aen bn the Beeping ol the Clerlk so the Hoapd
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The Documents thus unexpectedly bronght to Light, by
their restoration to the pight owners, refer to Lands and
Tenemients =itoate i the Pacishes of Stoeldineh Mazdalen,
Btocklinely Owtersay,  Moutaeote, Chilthorne. Domer, the
Atanor of Boek Dennis, Teliester, Northover, Limington,
Somerton Forleigh and the Paish of Somcrton s and o large
proportion of the lawds therein deale with, peluding the
Munor of Btoeklinel, constitites the Property of the Heliester

Alm=hionze Chariry at the prosent ghme,

The most important of these Mannseripts, inorelation to
the Chiraty, are the two o which bear dade, 1'r~5|ncv1.iv:=|:,', ol
Moareh 12, 1426, in the feartl vear of Tleory V1 and o Feb,
12 1477, in the sixreenth vear of BEdward TV,

The forwrer is the BEED OF POITXDATION, executed
by ROBERT VEEL: wheretn T provides, that subsequently
to the fulGhment of certain specified ohligasions, the Trrstee-
ship of the Abnshouse, aad of the Charity FLands, should he
vesferd i the Dhailits aud Burgesses ol Dlehester amd  their
suceessors, for cver. The ather Deed, 1= the Indeuture made
hy Swanne, a Canon of Welis, and athers, tn the DBailliffs wud
Turgesses; by which the inteulion and will of the Fonnder in

tlhis respeet, were fully enrrisl ont.

These Travsciness are areanged 10 Chronological oderr ;
the eontractions of the orsinnt eai are for the most part
omitted, wiwd thie abbreviased syliubles are wiven fv exteaso,
After each Transeript, is added an abstract of s contents, in
Faelish.  The Appendix contping soma brief notices of
Mediseval  Hehester, wrranged  onder separate  heads, and
cluenlated by a Pian of the Town, on the basis of D,

stukelov's lscmans,
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Flchester Almshouse Meeds.

Mo, I noilated—Time of Kine Johi.

Seiant presentes et futaei quod ego Williclinus Dacos dedi
et comeesst et hae presenti carta eonfirmavi Herwardo pro
homagio et servicie sno Mespastum quod Paganus Hoperins
tennit eum duabos dimidiis peris goas predictas P {aganus)
tennit 1t com lo Rig acea Bt enorducbus sextariis pratl qne
jueent juxta pratnm H de Spegeten Quornm unum jacet
versus (heientem er alind versus Qectdentem jnxta predictum
pratum I de Spegeton Et enm una perticata prati que jacet
versug Oveldentem juxty Kinves furlung  Habendom et
Tenendum =1 et horedilms snis de me el heredibus meis
litere et quiete plemurie et inlegre Weddende inde annoatim
Undeeinn Solidos per quatoer annd Terwsinos Scilieet ad
TFestum Sanctl Johannis tres ot teigints denarios ald Testam
¢ Michaelis xxxin denar, Ad Natule Doring xxxiii den,
Ad Paseham xuxiii den. pro emmni servieio salvo servicio
extrinseco Pro hae antem donacioae med el conesssione dedil
wili predietns H (eeward) dimidionn Marveson Arvgenti o
recognicione Bt ul hee donacio wea et concessio Hata et
Stabilis permaneat Presentein Cartam Sigilh met apposivione
eorroboravy s Testibus Giliberto Thieo Thoma de Cireneestre
Hoberto Triz Galfrido de Hospirale Willielmo Haffe Will de
Geddi'g Henrieo Caretin Rieardo elerico qui hane Cartam feeit
it multis aliis.

Williamn  Dacus, (Dacres?) grants to Herward, for his
homage and serviee, a Messuage held before by Hoper the
Countryman ; Also two half-aeres held by the same countey-
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man ; and the Ridge acre, and iwe stith parts {of an acre) of
Meadow adjsining land of H. de Spegeton ; and one guarter
of an acre of meadow, castward near Kinges furlang To Have
and to Hold in consileration of a yearly remt of twelve
shillings, to be paid quarterly, at the Feasts of 3t John and
St. Michael, at Christmas and Easter: in lien of all sorvies
except special serviee.  For this Graut Herward pays to Dacus
as an acknowledoement or Fine hall’ a mark of silver.  Datos
ratifies the agreement by setting his Seal to the Deed—In the
presence of Gilbert Dacus, Thomwss of Cirenceater, Hobert
Triz, (Feollry of the Hospiral, Wilhe Raffe, William of Ged-
ding, ITenry Carter, Richard the Clerk, wheo drew ap the
Deeil ; and many others.

Nore,—The Charter of the Lorough of 1ehester will assist b fixing the
approximate nge of chis M5, In chis Chavter, geanted by bhilip and Mory,
earlier Charlers are eited; and this extract feom one of them is guoted—
“ Eing John gave to William Doens s parcel of the Town.”

Nuo. £, nulated—Heury TIL

Omnibus ad quos presens seriptom pervenerit Willielmus
Cocul de Lowyatens Salutews in Dowingoe Noverit universitas
vestra me dedisse concessisse et hoe presentl seripto weo con-
firmasze Rudulplo Herward de Lveleestre in liberimn Mari-
tagimn enmn Matillids Filia mea unum  wesuagium  enm
eurtillagio ot cnm omnibns pertineneiis snis in villa de Lum-
vitona Llud seilicet quod jaeet intor tenementom meun et
tenemwentum Willielini Busshop el quatoor acras terre arabilis
in eodem manerio guarum una jacet in Soht broe furlange
inter terram Willielmi le Yyngnar et terram Gyleberti cleriei
Et una jacet in Mydenhulle ex parte cecidentali juxta terram
que fuir Ricardi le Mey et terram Ade le Rns Et due jacent
super la Dydehulle inter ferram Riokerti le Rat et terram Ade
le Rus Et unam perticatam prati que jacet in la Mere inter
pratum meum et pratum quod quondam fuit Domini Raduolfi
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filii Herward Habendum et Tenendum dictum  mesuaginm
cum eurtillagiis et dictam terram ecum prato predicto et cum
omnibus aliis pertineneiis dietis Hadulfo et Matillide et beredi-
bus suis de predictis Radulfo ot Matillida legitime procreatis
De me el heredibus mels sive mels assignatis libere quiete
bene et in pace jure hereditario Dmperpetoom Reddendo
inde annuatim mibi et heredibus meis vel meis assiznatis
Uminn Par Albaruw Chirothecarum vel unam denariom ad
Pascham pro owni servicio exactione et seculari demands Kt
si contingat qguod dieta Matillida sine herede de se et de
predicto Radolfu legitime proereato obierit Vulo et concedo
pro e et heredibuz weis sive mets assignatis quod predictus
Badulfus sine aliqua contradiceione haleat et teneat dictum
mesuagium cum curtillagio et dietam terram cum prato predicto
et eum omnibus alils pertinenciis per predictum servicium tote
tempore vite suwe Lta seilicel gqood post terminnm vite dieti
Radulfi dictum mesuagivm eum Curtillagio et dieta terra
enm prato prediclo et cum omnibas alils pectinenciis mihi et
heredibus meis sive weis sssignatis sine aligua contradiecione
Leredum suornm sive snornm assignatoruw plemarie reverlat
Ego vero dietus Willielmus et heredes mel sive assiguuti dietmm
wesuagium et dietam tervam eum prato predicto et cum omnibus
predictis pertinenciis dictis Radully et dalillide ot heredibus
suis de predietis Nudulfo et Matillida legitine proercatis
Contra omnes mortales sieut predietum est Warantizalimns
acquictabimus et per predictim servicinm defendewus Et nt
hee mea donacio concessio et presentis seripti confirmacio
firmitatis robur obtineat Iloe presens Beriptum admodnm
chirographia confectum Bigilli mel impressione roboravi Hiie
Testibus Johanne Albe Hugone de la Venele Willielmeo
Daunbeny Roberto Tryz SLei:humJ de Droml:,'ghe Wille
Bbastard Williclmo T'eissun elerico Iit aliis,

William Cocul (otherwise le Keu) of Lumynton, gives to



