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TO

CAPT. RIUI{ARD F. BURTON,

H.B.M. Conawi nf Fernonds Fo.

VICE-FRESIDENT OF THE ARTHROPOLOGICAL BOCIETY
oF LONTON, BT, B0, ETO.

_ My prar Buetow,
Taz Council of the Anthropological Bociety of
London having acceded to the general wish of the Fellows, that
my Paper on the ©“ Negro's Place in Nature ** should forthwith
be published in the form of a pamphlet, I had no option
but to comply with their decision, althcugh I have done so

with some reluctance.
I dedicate theso pages to you, not merely becduse you are
a distingnished Fellow of our Society, but becanse you are
one of the few men living who are capable of judging as to
the exact valne of the general deductions contained in this

r,

pa%'auu are fully aware that it is one thing to read a paper to
an intelligent scientific andience, and quite another to pro-
mulgate the same views before the general public,. And yet,
perhaps, it is not men of science who reguire to be inoculated
with these semtiments, but rather those * cuter barbarians*
whose habit it is to sneer at any views opposed to their own,
and to demounce that which they cannot understand, and are
mwilting to study. You will, therefore, not be sorprised to
hoar that when I brought the facts contained in the first part
of the paper before a miscellaneons sudience at Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, at the recent meeting of the British Association for
the Advancement of Science, my statement of the simple facts
waa received with smch loud hissem that you would have
thought the room had nearly been filled with o quantity of
Eve’s tempters instead of her amisble descendants. It was
not till then that I fully realised the profound ignorance which
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exists in the minds of even the semi-scientific public on the
Negro race, and indeed on African Anthropology generally,

You will be glad, however, to lesrn that, neither in the
discugsion which followed, nor in the comments which were
made on it in the public press, was one scientific fack elicited
which tended in sny way to invalidate the general conclusions
I had arrived at. My friond Mr. C. Carter Blake ably sup-
ported me, but the audience also favoured him with strong
marks of disapprobation when he ventured to snggest that the

" question was one of fact, snd that it wae of no use to rail
againgt the plain deduetions to be made from the physical cha-
racter of the Negro,

I ehould perhaps explain that the paper was originally
written chiefly to illustrate the propositions I hed laid dewn
in o paper previously read on “The Principles of Anthro-
pological Clasgification,” In that paper I have explained the
meaning I attach to the words * apecies,” ““race,” &o., which
I have occasionally used in this paper. Our Society, however,
expressed & desive to hear the paper, snd I then felt it my
duty to introduce some gemersl conclusions which I had not
touched on at Newcastle. Here, instead of being met with
hisses, I received the cordial and earnest support of cur scien-
tific brethren in the Anthropological Boctety. The report of
the discussion which followed will appear in the February
nomber of the Journal of the Society,* snd will show that scien-
tific men will no longer accept the sterectyped opinions of the
laet generation on this sxhject.

I do not mean to assert that the views held by myself on
this eubject have met with universsl acceptance from the
Fellows of our Bociety ; but I think we are all bound together
by a firm determinstion to openly and fairly discoss this
subject in all its varied and important ramifications,

I cheerfully commit the following observations to your
mature judgment, and ask you, a8 an Anthropologist and & man
of science, how far thess views are in accordance with known
facts ¥ You are, a8 all Anthropologists know, one of the few

* Anthropologieol Review and Jowrnel of fhe dnthropological Sociely of
London, Fobruary 1864, Tribner aad Co.
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men who are competent to give any decided opinion aa to the
value of my communioation. We have had plenty of African
travellers, but there is perhaps no other man lLiving who, by
previcus education and etudy, is better abla than yourself to
paint the Negro and other African races ne they exist, regard-
less of what we may consider should be their state.

I was necessarily confined to & limited space in my paper,
but you will see that I have added notes in support of my
views. [ have also thought it desirable to print all the import-
ant passages in M. Pruner Bey's admirmable Memoir on this
subject. As Physician to the Vieeroy of Egypt, he had
ample opportunities of studying the anatomy and physiclogy
of the Negra. The only part of his paper I have omitted is
some descriptive matter relating to the variety of racea in
Africa: not the object of the present ingniry. 1 shall feel
grateful if you will state my great obligations to the author
of Wanderings in Weat Africa, should you meet with its aceom-
plished, agreeables, and unbiessed acthor.

In conclugion, I am glad to inform you that the Society whose
birth you witnessed only requires one thing for its complete
guccess, viz., that you should return to England and give to
Anthropology not only the benefit of your large stores of
knowledge, but also that you should preeide over the affairs of
8 Society destined under suchk & Presidemey to accomplish
the great and important objects for which it was established.

Believe me,
My dear Burton, ;
~ Yours very faithfully,
JAMES HUNT,

Ore Houso, Hastings, England.
December 3, 1863,

N.B.—I ought to tell you that I had s goodly number of
supporters among the sudience at Newcastle ; and amon
numercus letters I have since received, I give the following
extract from a letter, just written to me by n lady who as-



Wil DEDICATION.

sisted in the microscopical inveetigations of some scientific
men in the Confederste States of America. Some of the
notes taken on the occasion referred tc were to the fullowing
effact +—

" The skelaton of the Negro can never be pliced apright. There in always
n alight angle in thelege, n greaterin the thigh bones and still more in the body,
umtil in soma instances it curves backwards, Al the bones of the legs are
fattened and wider than in the Eoropean ; and the arm-bones have always a
tendency to fall forward, while the head stoopa from the shoulders, and aot
from the neck, es in other nations, To make the skaleton stand equal in ite
waight on all parta, you must give it thess inclinations.

“ The blood is vastly dissimilar,—the red corpusclee are greatly in exoess,
and the colourless have an extreosdinary tendency to run together: the mole-
cular movement within the dises differs in avery respect, and when trisd with
n solation of potoss, the profrusions from the cell-walls take every intee-
mediate form, reverting with great rapidity to the normal condition. It is
an attested fact, that if there is & drop of Africen blood in the sywbem of »
white person, it will show itsel! upon the seulp. The greater the proximity,
the darker the hue, the larger the space: there may not be the slightest
taint perceptibls in any other part of the body, but this spot can never ba
wiped out, no intervening time will ever efface it ; and it stands in the courls
of lew in the Southern Confedsracy a8 a never-failing test, unimpeachehle as
& low of Nature.

“ Their eyesight decays very early, fuiling generally after thirty, bub
very fow become botally blind; and in the three instances I ever mat, they
wara blind to light, bat found thelr way cnsily throngh the streets mnd over
their dwellings during the hours of darimess. The hair is very peculiar;*
three hairs, springing from diffarant orifiees, will nnite into ome; it is very
friable, like moes, the ends splitting up*”

The above intelligent remarks, althongh they contain nothing
new, are chiefly valuable from the faet that ladies n the Con-
federate States seem to be better informed on the subject than
many men of science in this country.

In time the truth will come out, and then the public will have
their eyes opened, and will see in its true dimensions that
gigantic imposture known by the name of “ Negro Emancipa-
tion.'—J, H.

* Bes, also on this, the able memcir by M. Pronar-Bey, communicated to
the Anthropological Society of Parie: De lo chevelure nommd ceractéristipus
das races humaines, d’aprés des recherches wioroscopiques. Bvo, Puris, 1863,
p- 14 .




o

THE NEGRO'S PLACE IN NATURE.

I prorogE in this communicstion to dizcuss the physical and
mental characters of the Negro, with a view of determining not
only his position in animated nature, bot also the station to
be assigned to him in the genus komo. I shall necessarily have
to go over & wide field, and cannot hope to treat the subject in
an exhaustive manner. I shall be amply satisfied if I succeed in
directing the attention of my scientific friends to a study of
this most important and hitherto nearly neglected branch of
the great science of Anthropology.

It is not & little remarkabls that the subject I propase to
bring before you this evening is one which has never been dis-
cussed before a scientific sudience in thiz Metropelis, In
France, in America, and in Germany, the physical and mental
characters of the Negro have heen frequently discussed, and
England alone has neglected to pay that sttention to ihe
question which its importance demands. I ghall, therefors,
makes no apology for bringing this subject in its entirety
under your consideration, although I should have preferred
discosging each point in detail. I hope, however, this even-
ing to bring before you facta and opinions that will lay a good
foundation for future inguiry and discussion. Although I shall
dwell chiefly on the physical, mental, and moral characters of
the Negro, I shall, at the same time, not hesitate to make
guch practical deductions as appear fo be warranted from the
facts we now have at hand, and trust that a fair and open
discussion of this subject may eventually be the means of re-
moving much of the misconception which appears to prevail on
this subject both in the minds of the publie, and too frequﬁntly
in the minds of scientific men. While, however, I shall honestly
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