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PLATFORM.

We submit to the people of the United Blates that the continuanes of the
war tarifl, with dnties avaraging 43 par cend on over 1400 articles of domestio
consumption, and s mach higher specific duky on many erade materials,
has prolonged the evils of war in thwes of profound peace, and has been the
Erinclpn] cansa of the commereial and indastrial depression of recent years.

¥ foreing labor and eapital from netumily profitable into uwnprofitable
lines of business, and by sdding to the eost of prodnetion, it has decrsared
the common productive eapacity of Jabor and capital, and thereby rednced
both the wages of lubor and the profite of eapital,

It bas provoked sn antagonism between labor and capital, st which
m patoral resources and ouar free institutions eho; have pro-

us,

It hags impaired onr power to compate with other manufacturing nations
in the ?m'km of the world, snd so obstracted natural progress end devel-

&n

It has destroyed branches of business, and has kept our la
from engaging in other ea of business which would have given En.
creased employment to lebor, by preventing onr buying from rwations will-
ing to by us, and by proveking tion in like ppirit, inatead of

moting frie reciprocity.
Im]':i: I:aur:xwlructe ih:IPoonm);n ion of our agrienltural and manufactured
products by other sonntries, and has driven our eommeres froim the sea,
By impiring our domestio power to buy it hae prevented the full devel-
opment of our interstate commerce, and redneed the legitimate profits of
traffie, and hag driven into bnnhnpia; a large number of onr transports-

tion companies and made domestie more costly,
Through the influence of its lobby it has enthroned jobbery and corrup-
tion in oiir legislative halls, and has im ihe reform of the sivil service.
In short, taking by force the of one cluss of men to enrich

anothar alass, it 14 opposed to the t of American liberty and to the Con-
stitution. It has imposed o new industrial slavery. It bas prevented the
netural progress of wealth among the farming class, It hne decreased
wages and their mﬂndﬂg power, and lengthened the enforced idleness of
working-men. It restricted onr manufactures from their natural market,
and demornlized the general business of the eonntry.

While holding sccordingly thal taxes in aid of private intereats or for
any purpoge other then the requirements of government are no-American,
nnjust, and unwise, and that every protective featurs must at the earliest
poasible data be eradicated [rom our revenus system, we invite all who
oppose the abuses of the present tarif to join us in promoting immediate
steps of prootical revemne reform, which we belisve will inereass wages,
diminish the h'e&.ne'ney of strikes, develop business, and restore our flag to
the seas, We, therefore, urge upon Congress, for astion at the ensming
sesaion ©

1. That noder no pretence shall any countenance whataver be given to
attompts to incresse probective doties,

¥



PLATFORM.

2. That srticles which are at the foundation of great indnstriea should, in
the interest of labor and commerce, be freed Irom dnty, whether they be
crude materiala, as lumber, ealt, cnal, ore, woul, ote,, of partlymmu.e;mt.
nred, sa chemicals, dye.ninﬂs. pig-iron, tin-plate, wood- ulp, ete.

3. That on m‘lpm-ﬂu»um from such articles duties should De at least sorre.

ondingly reduced, so that protection, real or nominal, to manofactnrers
agm 1ot be ineressad , and that the consumer ehall have the immediate
beneht of the reduction,

W nrge that any steps in tariff reform should simplify the present com-
lilicalad classifoation, and should do away with mixed duties, replacing
hem by ad valorem rates instead of by specific duties, which are most bur-
densoma on low.priced goods, consumed by the grest body of the people.

Wo demand free ships and the abolition of our resirictive navigation
Inws, which, tnﬂ:n with tho tariff, have driven our flag from the sea ;
and wa oppode nties and subeidies on shipping,

We trge revenue reformers to vole only for such Congressional candidates
:;ml tariff for pml.ae.tlon, ang to take steps to nominate independent

hore both parky qrma revenne reform, preparing
for that step by diffusing so'nnd economis and promoting organ-
izetion, expecially in closs Congressionsl districts,

The foliwping resclutions were also passed by the Conference s

Wo urge svery revenne-reformer to becoms & subscriber to the Million, of
Dwa Moinea, Town, the national representative of our canse, and to indoes
his neighbor to do the same ; and we also commend to hearty support the
giﬁmm. of Indienepolis and other journala which have ably reprasonted

8 canss.'"

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Convention that no further redune-
~ tion be conntenenced in the internsl revenus tax on Apirits and tobacco,
until the existing tariff has boen Mﬁht to p gtrictly revenae bagis,

¥ e
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