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PREFACE

So much has been written, and so much learning and
study devoted to the history of Muhammmad and the
religions and politiea]l power which he founded, and
which now, after thirteen centuries, seems—as areligion
—not less firmly established than ever it was, that
one who approaches the subject to-day eannot hope
to do mueh more than sift and select from the labours
of those who have pone before im.  The stingele of
Christianity with the forces of Islim began within
tive years of the Flight fvom Mecea, but the study of
its documents and the history of its vise and progress
(that is of eourse, by those who ave outside its pale)
has been the growth of the last century and a half.
In our own country the strength and, seaveely less, the
weaknesses of the founder and of the system have
yoused the admiration of Gibbon and Carlyle. have
been the objeet of profound study by such scholas and
administrators as Edward Lane and Siv William Muir,
and liave been the goal of travellers like Richard
Burton and Gifford Palgrave, Burkhardt and Carsten
Niebuhr., In this, as in most other domains of know-
ledge, German scholars have done great work: the
names of Sprenger and Weil, Nildeke and Kremer, are

specially to be honoured; while the great work of
vil
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Caussine de Pereoval, sl the masterly though short
book of 8t. Hilaive, are witness to the debt which we
owe in these studies to Franeo also.  To oune Look
I am myself under particular obligation—Huoghes's
Dhictionary of Falidm, n work of rreat Crnsp nnil l]i'L"I
fearning, not only embodying the “substance of the most
important work of his predecessors, but also instinct
with that familigrity with his theme which ean only
he rot by a life spent among Muhammadans, together
with wile study of their literature and maodes of
thonght,  Having thus made a general acknow ledgment
of the somrecs uf the present worl, it will not be
necessary to bunden my pages with parvtienlar refer-
enees, and the reader will readily exeuse me from
making them, Oue part of the fiell of inguiry still lies
imperfeetly worked, the relation of Islin to Judaism,
which was made a veproach to Muhammad by his
unbelieving countrymen: it is to be hoped that some
day we shall have exhanstive treatinent of the subject,
on the lines already drawn by these brilliant Jewish
scholars, Deutseh and Geiger.  The earlicr chapters of
the book give a sketeh of the land, the people, and the
eonditions in which the Prophet arose, for he was an
Arab of the Awabs; in the latest is shown how his
suceessors prosecuted his work, and some aecount is
given of that wonderful Qurin which is the Charter
of Islam,

The following short list of books, easily accessible
in our own language, will give the stadent sound
knowledge of my whele salijeet, and will gaide him to
the best original suthorities, if he desive to covsult
them :—

Siv W. Muir's Life of Malwaet and Eooly Coliphate
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(Smith & Elder); Hughes, Dicgtionary of fslim
(Allen); Sell's Faith of Feldm (Tribner); Lane's
Selections from the Koifin (Tribner) and Modern
Eyyptins (Murray}; Burtons Filgrimage fo dAl-
Medine and Meceah (Tylston & Edwards), and
W. G. Palgrave's Cendeal cqud Fastern dvabia (Mae-
millan); Koelle's Mufammad vad Melomuiadanisi
(Longmans) : Palmer's Quatin (Claivendon Press) and
male's Kovan, the latter of which is still in many
respects nnsurpassed.  The Eaeyelopadin Diitanaica
articles Anapian  (Palgrave), and Munsswan, ete.
(Nildeke), are also very valualble,

The portrait of Mubammad, gathered from the
Traditions (p. 148), is taken almost exactly from
Deutseh's Eewny on Jsldne: Mr. Poole had already
naed it before me,

The passages from the Qurdn arv taken, by permis-
sion of the Delegates of the Clavendon Press, from Pro-
fessor Palmer’s version, I am also greatly indebted
to Siv C. J. Lyall for leave to make extracts from his
Anerent Avaliian Poctry (pp. 20-24),



