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PREFACE.
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ni la comreienea oi e digestion,*

CHe VILLY LE GAENISA,

Tn the preseut state of dependence upon books for nearly all oor informa-
tion, the imporlatcs of ready nccess to preat collections need scarcely
be insisted upon. Literatnre grows abwot us with an almost alarming
rapidity, and miuutes, ss time goes on, scom fewer and more quickly gone.

Twenty years of aimless wandering and experiment at home and abroad
—measured to an hour, withonk any knowledge of it at the time-—have
blindly prepared the pround for this beol. The jonrneyings were pre-
ceded by years of apprenticeship in s foreign business, and followed by
daily Iabour on catalogues in London honses of diffcrent lines in relation
to books. T'hus the writer has comeo to notice many ways in which cuba-
logues might act more clearly and quickly. The book now belore the
reader iz mainly occupied with an endeavour to show this. The examples
are actual pieces of experience,

Books may ba snid to reselve themselyes into three great divisions.
There are books of refercnee, merely to be consulted ; books for sale,
which are to be obtained ; and bogks which are possessed, and to be
enjoyed, Thas there arise catalogues of reference, and the catalogues of
publishers and booksellors; while a private libvary, to be accessible, must
also have its ostalogue, Specimens of each kind are given. That of a
private library catslogue | imagione to be o perfectly novel attempt.
People have been krown to play ab doing work, but, in the “overtime ™
of constant employment—aliter non jfit, avite! Wher—to work at, or to
act, the part of a man who is amnsing himself, and merely killing time,
is mot the easiest thing in the world.

It is, I believe, one of the laws of bibliography, that eatalogue titles
shonld be copies of the tifle-pages of books, except that for Facility of
reference the authors’ names are written firat, At page 48 iz given an
~ example of a titlo-page thos “ faithfully ¥ dealt with. Buot a title-page isa
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form of words which is earefully prepared for a particular purpose. A
title in a catalogue is a form of words destined for snother purpose.
What more ean-be sail againgt move copying ¥

Here iz an instanee of the difference betwesn the letter and the spirit
of a title-page. On the vight hand is an endeavour fo give instant
perception of the nature of the book (—
SANSON (A Frnesi) Tha Lebtsontinn Lec-  Sansom (A, Erocst) Valvolar diseuses of

tores o0 the Teeatment of seme of the the hoart, teeatment of some forme,
Forms of Valvolar 1Msessea nf the TTeart, Lottsominn Fecturss, 1883
dalivered before the Medical Society of

Londen, t:5n]

Tt is too often the case that those who work in a libeary, or at a book-
seller’s, are allowed to find their own way in writing the titles of boolks.
It any proot were wanted, T woald cite the library catalogno of which an
exnmple is mads at page B8,
The object throughout thisbook 14 to show those who are young in cata-
loguing the way to writo concise and telling titles from the title-pages of
hooks, or to prepare them from already printod matter with clesrness and
precision.  The werk is o bnndlo of hints on a speeies of croft, lustrated
Ly examples of fanlty workmanship, oppositc which is a second series to
show how the litles mighi have beeon more offcetively given.
Catalogoing 18 a bandierafll just as rmnch as any other mechanical
trade ; an art to be learned by attention and diligent practice. When
amatones get together and tolle about catalogues, the guestion is snre to
come up, “ What arrangement do yoo prefer 7" To discuss arrangement
before yor can prepare o title for a entalogoe is as if you would be a
colonrist befove you can draw an ontline.
Crusa references aro & tremendous chevel de bafaille with your amsteur
catsloguer. Tt is ag il an embryo Macadam were fo intorsect the country
eWith by-roads, catling np the fields into little bits, instead of going direct
" to sny point, merely in order 60 show that he conld make a rond.” T have
an idea that cross releremees may almost be dispensed with, and that if
entries are made with care, “arrangement™ may cease to be o matter for
thought; that o child may slmost make s catalogue of the manmseript.
The old saying, ** Take care of the pence, and the pounds will take care
of themaelves,” i put in practice in another walk af life.

Among the privileges of an amateur i3 an “antiqne * disposition.”
Type which is in itsell an ouachronism, discoloured leaves, and jagged
cdges are among the outward signs.  One might say to the bookbinder—

U Oai Anvam religas comsm,
Bimp'lg-x ittt irdis M

iz, rather, the motto of m dreamer who has been beaten into practical
waya by the neoessity of earning his living ; black and white his sober
badge, so far as letterpress is concerned.

* Readers of Nathaniel TIawthorne's @ Transformation ™=—or the “ Marble Fann™ ag ha
proforred to call it - will underataod the re'ation of antic to the aatique. Indesd, the two
vames of the book almost give you that without veading a line.

T Avet la barbe ia & well-known term for nnkeraphand nnshaven books,
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In America, whera everything is done on a larger scale, the *fantic dis-
position ® is carried into weightier matters than the more “*trappings and
the snits” of books. The characteristic energy of the West—the land of
the * free ¥ —has found veot in hideous contortions of spelling—of which
I need ‘only instance the worda “catalog™ and  sudonyin "—by which
the very landmarks of our lnngunge, if one may gpeak of English as
bedng common to both conntries, are being removed. Such trumeated
worids ke one think of the senscless snout of a latter-day steamar
which roots up tho water, in place of the graceful stem and gracions
firure-head that inelined to every wave as they flow over it. Reading an
American printed book is to go throngh a kind of faferne, where mutilated
forms and horrible grimaces confront you at overy stop, and your flesh
creeps a3 you dread o encounter some new form of ugliness. Mr. Grant
White has earned the gratitude of all who value Shukespeare by not
putting his language * to thia purgation.”’

'That nothing may be wanting, we owe to America the prettiest picce
of satirc on spelling reform, A periodical once bore econspicuounsly on
it front the editer’s pame mangled out of all koowledge. Another
periodical issving from the same houss of husiness had to make the namae
mtelligible by means of the unregenerate spelling.

1f hacking about of familiar and time-honoured words, and improving
the spelling of the preak writers who have shaped the English language
wera the extent of the evil, one mirht have reason to be glad.  But,
nnfortunaztely, the meaning of what is written on the other side of the
Atlantic is not always clear to o dull-minded Britisher. Librarianship,
sud the mechanizsm of hooks, are in Amervicn porsned with a wonderful
enthuginsm. We should derive encoursgement from whal is” done, and
great instroetion from what Js written in Awerica on the best ways of
catalogwing, if we wore guite aure we knew what the writers meant.

A fow years ago the United States put forth s catalogne in thren
volumes folio. Although 6 morcly rolates to a particolar collection of
books three thousand miles away, the writer of these lines is glad to have
tho catalogue alwsys near him, becanse of its literary intevest. He
cannet be accused of any prejudice agninat the catalogue, for he once
wrote & notico of it which the compilers thought worth printing among
testimonials from professors and learnad mwen, The notice was a cordial
recognition of the loving pains which had been bestowed on the work.
But, as & matter of business, the catalogune is grievously—I had almost
said fatally—marred by what we should call comgplication or complexity
of arrangement. The other day I read an American critique upon it
written by a gentlemsn whe is not a romancer, that 1 am aware of.
The following is an exfroct, intended, apparently, to describe the
catalogne t—

“ An index catalopus of auwthors, titles, and subjects, arranged in
alphabetical order, in the simplest dictionary manncr, with plenty of



viil

Preface.

cross references and doplicate enteies, will meke the best catalogue for

readers and habitués of Hbrares,”

On the left hand below, the reador has an exampla of the © simplest
manner,” on the right hand sceurate informaetion conveyed with less

maiming of words, in less space.

GREVILLE.

GREVILLE (Charlea & F., €ark of fhe connsil £
e, wnd Fm, IV, Memoim, Bes Hipgrapdy, 1,
181 5 nlso Qu rev., 108, 1576, 1ETS

BIOGRAPHY (INDIVIDUAT).

GREVILLE {Charles Covembigh ., Olark of
the counetl b Geo. TF, gnd W IF, b
1704, d. 1966,

— (reville Momoirs @ reigna of Georgs TV,
and Willism IV. 1d. by L. Kesva, 2 w

GREVILLE.

Grovilla E(Jharies C. F.) Journal of the
veioty of George IV, and William TV,
edited by H. Reeve, 3 vols. London, 1874

— Memoira, abridged by . H. Stodderd.

Prio-u-brae serics, (V. T} 1875

Hop Fortniphily Revite, Dec., 1374, Woomillan nnd

fJuarterly, Jun., 1875 & Mr, Grevills wes Cleck of
tha Privy Cowncil for mony yoard,

Kow York, 1875,  1@-- aoys.ed
— — Bame, [Abrideed] Iy B IO Stoddard.

Wew_ Yook 187G 16> | Driv-acbrss eor

v. 5] B2-24

Reviewed in Fartnightly rev, Do, 1874 {b
£ T Standey}; and ﬁ[a.\.'mi.l]uu, v, &L, 1875 (‘5
art. by A O Seapleten).

Mr. Henry Beeve did not edit Mr, Greville’s * Memoirs,” Mr, Charles
Grevills was in the habit of “booking wp™ his contemporaries in a
“ Juarnal,” porlions of which wore published in 1874, This book has &
most cunningly devised title-page, admirable for the entaloguer who has
a ‘fecling of his boziness,™ but a trap for the onwary, Above the real
title, and divided from it by a thin line, is what boilders wonld call a
# tempovary * title snited for colloguial wse, and for cirenlating library
catalognos. In the handa of one who i preparing a catalogne of por-
manent reference, the tomporary ditle *“ comes away ;' it disappears. Af
paze 81 1 have vendured to show the best nse of such a title as that of the
« Greville Momoirs *—faniliarly spealdng.

The American catalogue just guoted 13 an eleberate and hoantiful plece
of work, but il s net simple, as English people nnderstand the word ;
we appear to be dealing with a foreign langoage which musi be translated
into Buglish.  An jnslance familinr to all will show that this may be no
In Eugland * superior ™ means higher, better; we say
superior in stalion, or superior in cducation. Dot tho expression Lake
Superior * does not mean that a partioular lnke is more highly placed than
others, or that its waters are better than all the waters of Amevica; it
only means that the volume (sticking to our shop) of it is greater,

Bomea day, when eatalogaing has become a recognised art, the proper
medinm between too fine theory and too coarse practice may be hit upon,

Abont o tenth part of the volume before the reader is ccoupied with the
treatment of books from the private or possessor’s point of view. Bearing
in mind that every man may be said to own a library according to his
means, this is well within the proportion. Very likely the space thus

* BUPERIOR (LAKE] The largeat ahest of fresh water on the facs of the globe, and the
Em«: remarkable of the groat American lakes, not gnly foom itk magnituds, &o.—AMERICAN
1ALETEEER.

Yalll 1mu-glmng.
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devoted will not seem to have any practical value., But an endeavour
has been made that it shall be interesting apart from any possible value
Indeed, if the reader could know the pains which have been taken to
render this section of * Catalogue titles " attractive, be would be amnzed.
However, the writer has some confidence that the fun, the strange
interest, the historical valus, the beanty, the power—nay, even the pathos,
of which the passages laid befors the reader are turn Ly tarn the vehicle,
will form an oasis amid the dry places abomt it. At all events, enlling
thess garnishings o “a private library catalogne” has beon to the
writer that kind of refoge from maddening detail, and an opportunity of
shadowing forth a theory of book illusteation, that books way brighten
one another by association, as people i company do. There has heen
especial pleasnre in seizing wpon pieces which minister to a love of onc's
country and to pride in its heroes.

Besides mere literary illostration, the writer has songht to fling abous
the private library catalogue a kind of haomanity that shall in some sort
clothe the bare boues of titles.

Our American cousing have brought a great amount of mechanizm and
invention to bear on getting people to * read,” as if mere reading, any
more than mere eating, wonld do people good, or as if inert or sluggish
hodies conld be galvanized into communion with immortal spivits. Indeed,
one may be met, at any moment, by the question, “What is the good of
books? " The British Working Man will tell you, that in towns where Free
Libraries exist, womon sit over the fire reading novols instead of doing
their work. In the matter of science It may be objected that bools do but
show us the way to heal diseasos which ava the produet of a bookish era,
And, it is quite possible that the two or three inches of the book now
before the reader which are given to a way of counteracting the evils of
sedentary Iife, may be found more usefud than all the rest of the letterpress,
dealing as it dooes with nn occupation which 15 among the most sedentary.,
It i3 & condition of the * trentment” that all books, newspapers, and
writing shall be abstained from, and English companionship abjared.

A cataloguer never knows for whom he may have to work, what kind
of work he will have to do, or the style in which the work may have to be
done. Set rules are of little wse. Irinted sogeestions will no more
make a craftsman than a book will make a4 swimmer of one who contents
himself with going through his exercises on the dry land, instead of
throwing himself into the water—or than o book will teach a language,
that Leing the provinee of a master, or of any human being.  If yoa will
depend npon books, you get a dead language, ns yon find when brought
into contact with the living. There is no doubt, of comrse, as to an
Englishman’s preference for lay figuees of speech, The reason, I take it,
that the progress of culture iz so Indicrously out of proportion to the
amount of appliances, that books are our masters rather than our servants.
What we want is that the mind should be above and not below its instra-
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