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"

Detailed Minutism of Soldier Life.

Dy Privatd CALLTOH MOUARTIOY,
Parer No. 4—Choking and Eoling,

[Many of our readers will be glod to zec another of those vivid skefches
of soldier life from the pen of Frivate MeCarthy, whose proyious sketches
were 20 widely read and commended.)

Bationz in the Armwv of Novthern Virginia wore alternately
superasbundant and altogether wanling. The quality, gquanlity
and frequency of them depended upon the amount of stores in the
hands of the commissarics, the relative positions af the troops and
the wagon traing, and the many aecidents and mishaps of the cam-
paisn. During the latier vears and maonths of the war, so uncer-
tain was the izsue as Lo time, quentity and composition, the men
became in larpe measere independent of this seeming absolute
necessity, and by some mysterious means, known only to purely
patriotic soldiers, learned to fight without pay and find a subsist-
ence in Lhe field, the stream or the forest, and, on the bleak moun-
tain side, o shelter.

Bometimes there was an abundont issue of bread and no meat;
then meat in any quantity and ne four or meal. Bugar in abun-
dance and no collee to b Lud for “love or money,” and then coffee
plenteously without 4 grain of sugar. For months nothing but
flour for bread and then nothing but meal, till all hands longed
for a biseuit, or fresh meat untid it wns nauseating; and then salt-
pork without intermizsion.

To be one doy without anythking to eat was common. Two days
fasting, marching and fighting was not waeammon, and there were
times when no rations were 1ssued for three or four duyvs, On one
march, from Pelershurg to Appomntiox, no rations were issued to
Cutshaw’s battalion of artillery for one entire week, and the men
subsisted on the corn intended for the battery horses, raw bacon
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captured from the enemy, and the water of springs, creeks and
rivers. No doubt there were other commands auffering the same
privations,

A goldier in the Army of Northern Virginia was fortunate when
he had hig flour, meat, sugar and coffee all at the same time and
in proper gquantity, Having these, the most skillful axeman of
the mess hewed down a fine hickory or cak, and eut it into
¥lengths" All hands helped to “tote it" to the fire. When the
wood was convenient, the fire was lnrge and the red coals abun-
dant.

The man most gilted in the use of the skillet wae the one most
highly appreciated about the fire, and as tyrannical as a Turk; but
when he raised the lid of the oven and exposed the brown, erosted
tops of the biscuit, animosity subsided. The frying pan, full of
“groase,” then bocame the contre of attraction. As the hollow-
cheeked boy “sopped ™ his biscult, his poor, pinched countenance
wrinkled into a smile and hig sunken oves glistened with delight.

The strong wen squatted arcund, ehuekling over their good luck
and “cooing"—like a child wilh a big piece of cake. Ah! this
wae & sight which but few of those who live and dic are over per-
mitted Lo see.

And the coflee, too-—how delicious the arems of i, and how
readily each man disposes of a quart.

And now the last biseuit is gone, the last drop of coffee, and the
frying pan is *wiped ¥ cleatr. The tobareo bay is pullad wide open,
pipes are scraped, knocked ouf and filled, the red cozl is applied,
and the blue smoke rises in wreaths nud eurle from the mouths of
the no longer hungry, but happy and conlenied =zoldiers.

Songz rise ob the still night air, the merry laugh resounds, the
woods are bright with the rising flame of the fire, story after story
is told, song after song is sung, and al midnight the soldiers steal
away one by one to their blapkets on the cround and sleep till
reveille. Buch was a meal when the mess wie fortunate. How
different when the wagons had not been heard from for forty-eight
hours, end the remmnants of stock on hand had to do.  New, the
question iz, bow to do the largest amouni of gpood Lo the largest
number with the emallest amount of material? The most experi-
enced men discuss the situation and decide that "somebody ™ must
go foraging. Though the stock on hand is small, ne one seems.
anxions to leave the small certainty and go in search of the large
uneertainty of supper from some farmer’s well flled table. But at
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last several comrades start out, and ag they disappear the prepara-
tiong for immediate consumplion commence. The meat is too
little to cook alone, and the flour will scarcely make six biscuit,
The result is that “slozsh® or “coosh™ must do.  So the bacon is
fried out till the pan is half full of beiling grease. The flour is
mixed with water until it flows like milk, poured into the grease
and rapidly etirred till the whole iz a dirty brown mixture, It is
now ready to be served. Terhape some dainty fellow prefers the
more imposing “slap jaek,® IF so, the flour i= mixed with less
water, the grease reduced, and the paste poured in till it covers the
bottom of the pan, and, when brown on the underside, is by a
nimble twist of the pan turned and browned again. IF there is
any sugar in camp it mekes o delicious additien.

About the time the lagt serap of “slap jack " and the last spoonful
of “slosh * are dispozed of, the unbappy foracers return. They take
in the situation at a plance—realize with poinful distinetness that
they have encrificed the horoely slosh for the vain expeetancy of
applebutier, shorteake uned milk, and, with woeful countenance
and mouarnful voies, narrale their adventore and disappointment
thus: “Well, boys, we bove done the best we could. We have
walked abont nine miles sver the mountain, and haven’s found a
mmithful fo end.  Borry, but ivs o fact.”  “Hilly Brown fell down the
mountain and mashed his nosze; Patso nearly seratched Liz eyes
out wilh the briars, and we are all hunery as dogs—give us our
biscuit.” OFf course there are none; and, as it i oot contrary to
army ctiguette to do so, the whole mess professes to be very sorry,
and is greatly delighted.

Sometimes, howerver, ihe loragers raturned well laden with good
things, and, ns good comrades ghould, ghared the [ruils of their
toilsowne hunt with the whaole mess. Foragers thought it not in-
delicate to linger about the house of the unsuspecting farmer till
the lamp revealed the family at supper, and then modestly ap-
proach and koock at the door.  An invitation to enter was almost
certain to follow and twas certainly accepted. The good hearted
man koew that his guests were “posted” about the meal which
was in progress in the next room, the invitativn to supper was
given, and, shall I say it, accepted with an unbecoming lack of
reluctance,

The following illustrates the ingenuity of the average forager.
There was great scarcity of meat, and no prospect of a supply
from the wagons. Two experienced foragers were sent ouf, and as
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a farmer about ten miles from the camp was killing hogs, guided
by soldier instinet, they went directly to his house, and found the
meat nicely cut up, the various pieces of each hog making a sepa-
rate pile on the floor of an onthouse. The proposition to buy met
with a surprisingly rendy responss on the part of the farmer. He
offered one entire pile of meat, being one whole hog, for such a
small sum that the foragers Instanily closed the bargain, and as
promptly opened their eyes to the danger which menaced them,
They .give the old gentleman a ten dollar bill and request the
change. He is pleased with their honest method and hastens away
to his house for the desired change.

The two honest foragers hastily examine the particular pile of pork
which the simple hearled fatmer haa designated theirs, find it very
rank and totaliy unfit for food, tranafer half of it to another pile,
from which they take half and ndd to theirs, and await the return
of the farmer. He returns, gives them their change and assuores
them they have a Dbargain, They agree that they have, toss the
good and bad together into a bag, say rood-bye, and depart as rap-
idly as artillerymen on fool can. The resull of this trip was a
“pot-pic” of large dimensions, and seme six or cight men gorged
with fat pork, declaring that they had never cared and would never
again wish to eat pork—especially pork-pies.

A large proportion of the cating of the army was done in the
houses and al the tables of the people—not by the use of foree,
but by the wish and invitation of the people. It was ut limes
necessary that whole towne should help to sustain the army of
deofence, and when thia was the cese, it was done veluntarily and
cheerfully. The soldiers—all who condocted themselves properly—
were received as honored guests and given the best in the house.
There was n wonderful absenee of stealing or plundering, and even
when the people suffered [rom depredation they attributed the
eause to terrible necessity rather than to wanton dizrecard of the
rights of property. And whenarmed guards were placed over the
smokehouses and barns, it was oot 5o much beeause the Command-
ing General doubted the honesty as that he knew the necessities of
his troops. But even pinching hunger was not Leld to be an ex-
cuse for maranding expeditions.

The inability of the government to furnish supplies forced the
men to depend largely upon their own energy and ingenuity to
obtain them. The officers knowing this, relaxed discipline to an
extent which would seem, to on European officer for instance,
ruinous.



