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PREFACE.

pool,” I was astonished to find how little the
Fylde people knew of their own history. Lives of self-
demiel, and decds of heroiam, had lsid the fonndations
of the Church as it is to-day, snd the noble men and
women who had toiled, and soffered, and died for the
truth, were in danger of being forgotten,

What is trae of the Fylde eountry is true of every
Cirenit and Church in the land. The Gospel lifts men
and women from obscarity sud weakness, and makes
them powerful for good. It transforms some of them
into the grsn&aﬂt-hemthewurldhnamm; and
if half the time and talent spent in writing works of
fiction were devoted to the facts of Church history, it
wounld soon be acknowledged that * fact is stranger
than fiction.”



¥l PREFACE.

This hook is not a history of Fylde Methodism. It
is o series of biographical sketchea of the men and
women who made the Church what it is, and who were
themselves transformed and sanctified by the Gospel
they believed and tanght. T have gathsred my facta
from official documents snd Cirenit records, and from
the lips of old pecple who knew the parties I have
named. So far as I could, T have verified avery state-
ment I have made, and the reader may rely on its
sheolute truthfulness.

And 8o long a8 the bright succession of hely men
and women ruiie, the “Acts of the Apostles™ will
have to be written. Wo need to reslise that the
power of the (oepel is the same in every age and
place, and that wherever it is faithfully preached and
consistently lived, it must and will bring forth fruit,

If the resding of this book strengthens sny misn'a
faith in God, or intensifies his love and devotion to
the cause, it will have served its purpose nobly.

JOON TAYLOR.

29, Banx STrEeT, BLACKPOOL.
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L
THE FYLDE COUNTRY.

PR HE ‘ Fylde,” or * Garden,” is the name given to that
tract of country which lies between the rivers
Ribble and Wyre, in North-West Lancashire.
The peme is sometimes appliad to the distriet
beyond the Wyre as far as the mouth of tha Lune,

It ia 8 level, fortile country, sbout twenty-four milss long
by eighteen broad, extending from Lytham and Frecklaton
on the south to Seorton and Pilling on the north, and from
Preston on the east to Blackpool and Fleetwood on the weat.

In the summer season excursion stcamers eail from Preston
occazionally on & cossting trip, and this is a very enjoyabla
method of surveying the Fylde country. 'We leave * Proud
Preaton ™ for a eail down the Ribble early in the morning, as
the tide serves us only at that howr. The tall amoky chim-
noys cause a dark eloud to hang over the town, bt the sy
is clear and the prospect bright as we lesve the town behind,
For & faw miles we sail along tha edge of Preston Marsh,
that was once a hog and moress, but iz now draired and
rendered fertile. Boon we approach a bluff, overlooking the
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river, on which stands Freckleton, the most southerly villags
in the Fylde. Through an intricate channel and over shift-
ing sands we plough our way to Lytham, twelve miles from
Preston. )

Lytham is & clean, quiet, respectable town, of about seoe
inhabitants, that for years has heen under a paternal gevern-
ment. Tho Clifton family, of Lytham Hall heing land-
ownera of the entire parish, and spending most of their time
in the town, have preserved a form of local government
closely approaching to the feudal system of the olden time.
The town has thus acquired a reputation for order and giret-
pese and respectability, and this reputation hes attracted to
the place visitors and residents who desire to escape from the
bustle and strife of our large fowns. It has an extensive
promenade and pier, and during the summer sbeamers mn
daily to Bouthport, which is only eight miles distant across
the sands,

Resuming our joumey from I-jrt.lmm we eail through a
narrow, intricate channel, near the lighthouse at the mouth
of the Ribble, and steering northward, we are scon at Bt
Amnes, shout twe and a helf miles from Lytham,

8t. Annea is the youngest of the Fylde towns, Itmtruly
bom ebout ten or & dozen years ago. A mumber of enter-
prising capitalists leased the land from J. T. Clifton, Eaq.,
of Lytham Mull, and transformed s lonely rabbit warren
into a town. It has pow sll the attvactions of a watering-
place, sod is largely patronised by visitors seeking repose and
quistoess. It affords s fine view of Bouthport, and the dis-
tant hills of North Wales, from ifts promenade and pier.

Bieaming again morih-west through the channsl known on
the charts s * North Hollow,” we soon come alreast of South
Bhore and Blackpool, and land at one of the piers, We find
oursslves on A megnificent promenade nearly three mileg
long, and in & town that ou of sesson has & population of
about 15,000, whila during tha seasem it 8 crowded with
visitors from every part of the country, The charm of the
place is its magnificent sweep of ses, Like 3t Annes, it is



