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#OH, putent wizard | painter of preat slill §
Blendirr with Iife’s realides the hoes
Of a rich fancy: swestest of all singera!
Cherming the puble car, and, at thy will,
Scarching the soul of him thon dost anmse,
Arnd the warm heart’s recess, whore mem'ry lintens,
And child-like Inwe, and rympathy, and gL,
And every blessed feeling which the warld
TIad frozen nr reprosacd with its stem apathy
For hutman suleriog I SCplhed age and wouth,’
And beanty, smiling teatful, Lien 1o thes,
Whuse *Carel” 1z an ailephry log
The burden of whose * Chitnss* 38 holy and Benign &
IpUGLas Jekranads Mameme




PRELIMINARY,

IIE foliowing briel Mermair of the late Mr. Charles Dickens may, per-
haps, be neeeptubls ag Olling an iatormediaie plaee botween the news-
paper or revisw articls and the more elaborare biography which may be
expected in due course.  The writer had some peouliar means of acquiring
information for the purpose of his sketch ; and to this he lug added such
particidars a3 haye beor already made public in Boglish and forcign publi-
cations and other seatbered sourecs.

The cxnmon complaints araingt momoirs of this neesssarily hasty and
meomplete character will net be ropoated by those who are accuslomed to
st guestions in worals by Lhe principles which onderlie them.  That, there
iz nothing nocessuri'y indelicate or ipropor in the desire of the public to
chigin some personal knowiedpe of the great and good whi have just passed
away, 8 amameil by every duly, weckly, and quarterly journal, which, on
oceasions of this kind, furnish thely readers with surh details as thoy are
able to obrain, and which ju ne esso conling themselves strictly to the pab-
lie carcer of the Jdeceused.

Although wome fucts in tke privale life of Mr. Dickens will be found to
be touched upon In these pages; the wrlter is not consgions of haying writ-
ten & ling which coull give pan o olhers.

1n view of g second editon—-slionld one be ealled for—the writer will be
oblised by the reeeipt of sny addilicusl partienlars which may assist in
completing the outline memoir whick now leaves his hand.

He can not, however, conelude without acknowledzing the kind assist-
ance he has recelved o [neuishing auecdoies and otber partienlars from
Mr. Arthur Locker, Mr. F. 8 Dallas, Mr. Blanchard Jerrold, Mr. James
Grant, Dr. Chinles Mackay, Mr. Mitehell, of Bond Street {for permission to
make reductions of Leslic’s beantitol picture, and Count D'Onuy’s charac
teristie portrait), Mr. Bdmuvad Ollier, Mr. . F. Hingston, My, Allen, Mr. J.
Colam (Seeretury to the Society for the Prevention of Craelty to Animals),
the writers of interssting articlee in Lhe © Daily Fows" and the “ Observer,”
and to Mr. Hablot K. Browne, for his admirable etndy of the chiel charac-
ters drawn by him for the late Mr. Diclens’s wotks.

It would have been imposeibie o have given the data contained in this
little boolr, in the rather short time cccapied in its preparation, but for the
hearty assistance of Mr, FL ‘1. Taverner, an industrious Riéeatewr, who had
already gathered some particulars of the grest noveligt’s public carcer.

Lownow, 20tA June, LHT0,
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“ Mo mevely thimg flue drilade pralae,
Thah grecks wn aulbol’® rogroes here:
Nol, meroly thine ihe fahled o,
Whose verdnre briphtems biw caneers
Thine the pore trinmph fe e taincht
Thy beother man u gentle gare;
In every lne o fervunt thought,
Which guahes T Thy genorone heard:
Hor thine ava words which rouze up all
The doerment il among 1g found—
Like dropd which [rom n fonntain Bl
Ty Mesa and firtilize che greonnid



