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EDITOR’'S PROSPECTUS

One of the most important decisions a young man is
called upon to make relates to the determination of his
life-work, It is fraught with serious consequence for
him. It involves the possibialities of suecess and fail-
uwre. The social order is such that he can best realize
his ends by the pursuit of a vocation. It unifies his
purposes and endeavors — making them count for most
in the struggle for existence and for material welfare.
It furnishes steady employment at a deflinite task as
against changeshle cffort and an unstable task., This
makes for superior skill and greater cfficiency which
result im & larger gain to himsclf and in & more genuine
econtribution to the economie world.

But & man's vocation relates to & much wider sphere
than the cconomic. It iz intimately associated with
the totality of his interestz. It is in a very real sense
the center of most of his relations in life. His intel-
lectual interests are seriously dependent upon his vo-
cational career. Not only does the attainment of skill
and efficiency ecall for the acquisition of knowledge and
development of judgment, but the leisure that iz so
essential to the pursuit of these intellectual ends which
. are a necessary part of his general eulture is, in turn,
dependent, to a considerable extent, upon the skill and

efficiency that he acquires in his vocation.
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vi EDITOR 8 PROSPECTUS

Nor are his social interests less dependent upon his
life-work. Men pursuing the same calling constitute
in a peculiar sense a great fraternity or brotherhood
bound together by common interests and aims. These
condition much of his soeial development, His wider
* social relationships also are dependent, in a large
measure, on the success that Le attains in his chosen
field of labor.

Even his moral and spiritual interests are vitally
centered in his vocation. The development of will, the
steadying of purpose, the unfolding of ideals, the
cultivation of vocational virtues, such as industry,
fidelity, order, honesty, prudenee, thrift, patience, per-
sistence, cournge, zelf-reliance, cte.— all of this makes
tremendously for his moral and spiritual development.
The vocationless man, no matter to what eclazs he he-
longs, suffers a great moral and spiritual disadvantage,
His life lacks idealization and is therefore wanting in
unity and high moralization. His changeable task,
with its changeable efforts, does not afford so good an
opportunity for the development of the economie and
social virtues as that afforded the man who pursues a
definite life-work. It lacks also that discipline — not
only meatal, but moral — which the attainment of vo-
cational skill and cfficzency mvolves.

But notwithstanding the important issues involved
in & man’s vocational ecareer, little has been done in
a practical or systematic way Lo help our college young
men to a wise decision in the determination of their
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Life-work. Commendable efforts are being put forth
in our public schools in this direction, but very little,
indeed, has been done in this respect in the sphere of
higher education. To any one familiar with the strug-
gles of the average college student in his efforts to
settle this weighty guestion for himself, the perplex-
ities, embarrassment, and apparent helplessness are pa-
thetic. Thiz is due largely to his ignorance of the
nature of the professions and other vocations which
appeal most strongly te the college man., Conse-
quently, he does not know how to estimate his fitness for
them. He cannot advise to any extent with his father,
‘because he represents only cne vecation, Neither can
he advise advantageously with his instructor for he,
too, is familiar with the nature of only ene profession.

For thiz reason, a serics of books, dealing with the
leading vocations, and prepared by men of large ahbility
and experience, capable of giving wise counsel, is a
desideratum. BSuch men are competent to explain the
nature and divisions of the particular vocations which
they represent, the personal and edueational qualifica-
tions neecessary for & successful pursuit of the same,
the advantages and disadvantages, the difficulties and
temptations, the opportunities and ideals; thus, in an
adequate way, enabling the student to estimate his own
fitness for them. They are also able to make valuable
suggestions relating to the man’s work after he enters
upon his voeation,



