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PREFACE,

THis compilation pretends to no more than
to be one among many humble, but it is
trusted not nnavailing efforts, which are now
being made in different quarters, to bring the
whole body of our Church's teaching more
into unison with the tone of her Prayer Book,
and by consequence with that of the Ancient
Universal Church. Besides ita direct deve-
tional use, and the positive instruetion to be
gleaned from it, the air and manner of the
compoeitions preferred n if are such as may
perhaps be found not ill-calculated gradually
to raise and purify the standard by which the
poor judge of religions poetry. The word
Hymn, in their minds, has been too long
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sasociated with produetiona both in doctrine
and manner very unworthy of that sacred
name. It will be something, if in only one
parish, we can pre-occupy the minds and ears
of the young with strains of a somewhat higher
mood ; such sa may prove of real use and com-
fort to them, when recalled to their memories,
in whole or in part, by the events of their
after life; such aa they may dwell on eontin-
vally, and find deeper and deeper meanings
in them as they grow older, and consuit their
OWIL CONBCIences mure.

The subject iz perhaps not quite proper to
be touched on in the Preface to such a work,
yet it may be worth suggesting, whether at-
tention to this part of education may not do
much, under God's blessing, towards prepar-
ing another generation for something like a
revival of Discipline ;—the only Church Re-
form which can really deserve the name ;—as
things are at present to spesk of such a thing
sounds almost like talk in & dream: yet if
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the well-disposed of our young people were
trained up in the tone of the Aneiont Church,
were taught to sympathize with her, and to
look to her for sympathy, the spirit of diseci-
pline, it would seem, could not fail to revive,
and what are now mere forms would again
take to themselves power. This little book
may be regarded as an experiment on a very
small scale, tending, however remotely, to-
wards that good end.

J. K.
Huralsy, Nev. 8§, 1841,
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THE first impression on looking over this little ook,
will probably be that the hymns are too difficult, yet it
is hoped they will not be thrown aside without & trial
nor withoot being read in connection with the serviees
of the day, whick will cften be found to clear up what
otherwise appears obscure.

It should likewise be considered that moch subjects
eannot be lowered to the level of childish minde without
more of less of irreverence, and if we cheerve the
Church's method of teaching, we shall find that she
places i the memories of her young members & form of
sound werds, the foll understanding of whicl: neither
they mor their tagchers can srrive at

In the school for which the hymns wera oollected,
they have been found oseful in leading to questions and
explanations, and the demand for them I such s to
make the supply in manuscript meiber troublesome,

About » third of the hynms are hitherto unpublished -
for the far larger and mere valuatile part of these, sincers
thanks mre dus to the widow of the regretted author of
them, the late Fev, Joseph Anstice, of King's Collega,
London,

Otterdourn, July 1, 18&1,

M Y.




