MESMERISM,
SPIRITUALISM,
WITCHCRAFT, AND
MIRACLE: A BRIEF TREATISE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649352029

Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witchcraft, and Miracle: A Brief Treatise by Allen Putnam

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ALLEN PUTNAM

MESMERISM,
SPIRITUALISM,
WITCHCRAFT, AND
MIRACLE: A BRIEF TREATISE

ﬁTrieste






B esmerism, ;%pirjiualism,

WITCHCRAFT, ANDP MIRACLE:

A Brief Treaiise,

BHOWING THAT MEEMERETEM IE A EEY WHICH WILL UNLOOK
MANY CHAMEERS OF MYBTERY.

Y

ALLEN PUTNAM,

AUTHGI OF Y SFIRIT-WORES]" AND “EATTY, A RETRIT.™

“ Amaesd I saw how calm they weee,
With all {his apirierising :
A kind of magpefizing.
Oh, what & micscis sublime !
Tt ahows the workd's advansa,
When spleils lnave thelr bright abodes
To make & tsble duode 7
Forca Poois 1 Oiles Corp's Dreom.

BOBTON:

BELA MARSH, 14, BROMFILLD STREET.
1858,

-

e




e

BROBTON:
PRIXTED EY JOHN WILBON AND SON,

23, Bomoor SraEer.



PREFACE

Tae design of {liis litile treatise was formed in the autumn
of 1855. In February, 1856, the subsiance of it was given
to the public at Salem, in tho form of a locture, and has
since boen repeated in many other pla.ucﬁ. » Now itz facts
have been rearrauged, and the comwments somewhat ex-
tended, for the purpose of letiing it mac.h the public without
tha anl,l.mr’s presence.

The view here reached — viz., that the marvels of all the
ages huve been produced in obedienes to some universal
law or laws —is one of no small importance, if it be cor-
rect. It is sent forth that the reaiiiing world may look at i,
and judge, each man for himself, wheiher it possess intrinsie .
value. It goes forth with the prayer, that it may shed light
upon the direct pathways to truth, and prove to be a germ
of henefit $o man, as both mortal and tmmondal.

: ALLEN FUTNAM.
Boxsver, Mase., Jan. 16, 1853,






"TREATISE.

INTRODUCTION.

As far back and as widespread as the sweep of
human history, we get distinct accounts of many
phenomena, whose nature and character imply some
other cause than any which science satisfactorily
defines. The magicians of Egypt in the days of
Moses, the Delphic oracles, the visions of Mahomet,
the voices heard i]y Joan of Are, Scottish second-
sight, the works of Witcherafi in both the Old and
the New World, the visions of Swedenborg, those of
the Scercss of Prevorst, together with many curious
results of Mesmerism, as well as those of Spiritnal-
ism, — these occurrences, and others like them, all
point to some agency not well defined by science.
The world econtinues to ask, as it has ever asked,
“Who or what produces these strange works?”
And the learned give, a8 yet, no satisfying answer.
"Possibly the phenomena of Mesmerism and Spirit-
ualism may point out to us the direction in which the

true answer lies, and may throw some light mpon
1*



6 MESMERISM A KEY TO OTHER MARVELS,

the processes by which the unaccountable works have
been wrought. Perhaps enough has been witnessed in
our day to render it probable that all such works,
in all ages, have been performed in compliance with
some universal law. '

My purpose is to exhibit some of the facts of Mes-
merism which are free from all suspicion of the
miraculous or supernatural, and to let such facts carry
us, step by step, up into the region of Spiritualism.
When this has been done, Spiritualism may or may
not appear to you just as natural as Mesmerism. If
it should, you will find a way opened for the admis.
sion of new light into the long-darkened chambers of
Witcheraft, and other mysteries in human history.

Ag seen by me now, Mesmerism, Spiritualism,
‘Witcheraft, Miracles, all belong to one family, all have
s common root, and are developed by the same laws.
The spirits of men perform these wonders ; and all of
them do it,and have ever done it, Ly substantially the
samo processes. When these spirits are embodied,
we call their work mesmeric, or a result of animal or
human magnetism : when the spirits are disembodied,
we call their operations Spiritualism. Living men,
and dead ones too, are mesmerizers. If this can be
made apparent, the world's wonders are at once and
easily traceable to competent authors; and the world
is favored with a glimpse of a universal law which
has not heretofore been duly recognized.

A ladder of mamy steps might be constructed, on
which one could go, by easy and gradual ascent, from
the simplest forms of Mesmerism up to the highest



MESMERIEM BTIFFENS THE LIMBS. . |

phases of Spiritualism. But I must confine myself to
seven rounds only. The spaces from one to the next
above may be rather long ; but I shall not take time
to put in more.

First Step. — The first step up from the ground, or
from man’s normal state, is that in which a mesmerizer
gets control of only the limbs of the person magnetized,
— of the limbs only, == not the mind.

Abont three years ago, & lady came from the far
interior to her friends in Boston, having been driven
from home by the tormenting will-power of 2 mesme-
rist. The man bad made to her proposals of marriage,
which it was her pleasure to decline. Chagrined or
vexed by her refusal, he went to meeting early on
Sunday mornings; scated himself in his pew; and,
when the lady arrived, her steps would be arrested
while she was walking up the aisle, and she would be
held there, immovable, by the man’s invisible power.
Imagine her mortification, and the amusement of
many thoughtless beholders. If, perchancg, you think
that God will restrain evil spirifs from coming and
.working among men, what ought you to require him
to do in the case of such @ man 2 Whatever you may
- think the occasion called for, God did not prevent
such a man from using natural laws in the accom-
plishment of a cruel purpose.

Soon after the suffering lady arrived in Boston,
others with me listened to her story ; and, as she had
nsked our advice, we recommended that she should



