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MASSACHUSETTS CURRENCY.

INTRODUCTION,

Tur subgects of history are varions as the deods il
relations of man.  Their interest proceeds from eanses,
nriificial as well as real.  Some of them hold o pre-omi-
nenee i adaptedness to call up the deep thoughts of
genins and give wing to the lofty aspirations of poctry and
eloquence, Others of them sustain an hombier rnk.
Though needful to be addneed, that there be no lack of
symmelry in the: rapresentation of o Commouwealth, yet
they aliow no extensive scope to the efforts of intelleet
and to the onenuents of dmagination,  To the latrer elass,
belomgs the topie of the succceding pages. However
relating to objects which exert nlmest o magieal influence
over the desires, toils sl sttnelunents of society, still, i
iteell considered, ot is fhr frotn possessing the fabled power
of Miis, who made gold of every thing boe touched.

The term eerreacy, lias been variously defined.  Hume
thus explains it—"The mstrument which meu lave
agreed upon 1o facilitate the exchange of one copuinslity
for another,”  Thisappears o be defective. It s oo
applicabile to moder jractice than o former.  Conmodi-
ties were themselves anciently sold one for another, and
s served all the porpose of the more precious motals,
Cloin s 10 meey &5 species Lo o gonus, Tl latter is any
substanes te which poblic anthoiiy s assigned o fixed
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valae, while the fopmer may be only a part of this assign-
mont.

Currency, il appliention 1o the difforent periods ol our
State, deltes whatever has boen adopded, a8 o medinm of
ecelmmg, by general eopsent and practice. Sueh o con-
ST Ay soem rather Leo brosl, when we como o
asceriain what it melodes. IV may appear to onr pesocias
tions of mind, famifiar with a system of tade, considembly
nulife that of our aneestoes, o5 sufre or EO0ZOL00E,
Snill, 1o net witho ihe justifiontion of lacts. The
Rew, John Cotto, while pleading the enuse of owe of his
floele, whe wis chormed with neting mora like e wolf
thate the lwab, wmncked—:+ That i= called eurmont money
whiclh every mng will mke It s well kuown, that
sbstinees, adapled as o nedinm of ciceulation or standnnd
valoe, inve een esseutinlly difforent in various ages nnd
watione, In Daby, the aneient mede of estimating articles
of propenty, wos by eattle.  Henee, the word, ¢ peeunia?
in their lnguage, wis from peens, flock or herd ; thongh
it bos long been trnslaed, money,  Henco, also, as Mliny
assures n2, Lhe fivst coin of the Ltins was stamped with
a eow. The Grecks had similar idess of mosey. Wo
reml v Homwor, that the beszen aroonr of Dieedes was
estbmanted 1 wine oxen, sl the gelden semour of Glanens,
ab oo hoadred, Mo Ponspilios bad coroney mannfics
tureed of woodl and leather,  The st of these was ased
for o stmlar porpose Ly Frederie 1L, ob the siege of Milnm ;
by Jobin of Froges, whitd paying for libs mosom e BEd-
wird 1L, ond by Juncs smeng his subjects in Treland.
b shonld be romarked, thar sech i of Joln haad
vl of i [Avecs =ot off with o small silver wsil. The
Lacrdemontans traflickol by wenns of iron bars, guesched
i vinege,  So lid the primitive Britons o) Loy similar
formations of this metal, with the sddition of rin plates
for the smne objeet. Pt and cocon, among the Moxi-
cals, nre poid for other things of value; nod moize, before
their eonpiry was diseovered by Burepeaus, served the
like vl Almowds and sholls in DIedia, porchose the
neeessaries of 1, The kst of thess two currencies are
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commen in some uations of Alriea; wlile slt-bricks aod
beads, wre of stilar use fo msotler of [ kngdows, whiel
i# Abvesingn.  Besides these items, St o his Wealth
ol Nations, sos, That fron nuils fnon villge of Seotinnd,
dried eoul fon MNewlonndiand, sugar oo several ol the Wost
Imdia sl sl Dieles im othier connres wero sibstitutod
for codie. [ looking nenver home, we hove the ot that
i the fiest daysof the <O Domdion,” tobaceon wosld jue-
chose the mast vadioide eane r,ulm.lfi-.l'ir, Fromm 100 ton 456k Ths,
of it hought maey o gosl wite, A a kaer period, Befors
our Western Sires were fivored witll stemon avigation,
borses; catfe, and hogs, were regularly exchanged for
monds,

These cxamples show, that momey o ewrrency, is a
convertthle tenn, nor absolutely copfined to any one matns
rinl ; thnt, among distinet notions and 0 severnd periods, it
may refer to substances as diverse, as those of tho auined,
vecetable aml mineral kingdows,  Hepee, wo may
exclude from the Bt of correncios soone of the articles
adopted as sueh, by our fulices betore the elose of the
17ih century, merely becanse they do pot iy with fhose
t which we have becn accostomed,  "This jutesdaction
oy brbues ns o eter on the eourse imnediniely inoview.
As we advancee, BUis proposuod o remork olr elirresy, Dot
meroly in s severnd species, but olso o some of its molo-
tioms,

Long before ony pormagent settlements were mmle on
the shores of Maine, there was an exicpsive commerce
carred on with the Indinns of that torritory by the tleets,
which anpnadly come from Foarope for fish aod peitey.
In sueh interconrze, cosh was searcely Enown. The
natives were ready o lorter large wmonots of skins for
beads, lnives;, batchets and blankets, and especinlly for
tobacen, powder, shot, gons wod strong water,  Plulatho-
pists, who desired the highest welfare of the red man, and
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songht to bring hime wwmler the salutary restmints of the
grapel, aceopdineg 1o the profossed purpose of every chamer
for American colonies, perceived that the most of such
merchandize tendial o demoralize and rendee him @ dan-
gerous neighbor,  They petitioned amd obtained  restric-
tions.  Their benevolent nction, ss usnal in atbempts to
sppross goinful but delefefions onstoms, eansed  seh
excitement among the nuepons taders, who scl moge by
Weieir owenn interest thian they eared fop others’ oo,

The article of peliry, so abondantly offered by the
natives and so eagerly songht by forcigoers, wae received
anil possed 08 credy by the colonists,

Another eommodity, adopted by them from the alionigi-
g, for a similar end, waz wampine,  ‘This was brought
fromn Monbadoes, afterwanls New York, on o voyage
thicher i 1625, T i= thins deseribed by Govorpor Bl
ford — Thot which in toe s most o oo sadvaniage
is, thebr now nequsinting and eolering ns into the trade of
wompom. By which omd provisions, we quite cot off
the teade both from the fishermen and - steapgling planters,
And steange it is, 1o see the great altesation it in o few
vears makes among the smvages. For ihe Mossachoscits
wnd othees, in these parts, hid scapce any, it being ooly
made and Eeph amosg the Pequots and. Narmgaosotis, who
grew rich and potent by ity whepess the vest, who nse it
o, e poor wul beggedy.™  Hers woe have tho position,
long pssuoed By the grest body of the civilized, that o
eireulating wedinm, aside from the froits of the field and
of the chase, temls Wwoenrich o strenzthen a people,
confirmed by the experience of men ina sate of nairo.

Roger Williwms, in his observations on such money of
the New Eogland hdisns, gives the sicecading sceount —
# Their own is of two sortg, one white, whicl they miake
of the stem or stock of the periwimnlkle, when all the shell
iz Broken off; and of this sort, six of their small beads,
which thoy make with holes 1o string their beecelets, are
curront with the English for a penny.  The second is
black, inclining to biue, which is inade of the shell of a
fish, which some English call hens—poquahoek ; and of
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this sort, theee make an English pepny.  Coe Dabaom of
this their siringed mouey is worth five shillings."

To witness il gool cradit of what they decmed theis
chobee rielies among the omigrnis—suporior w thomselves
ealy by weans of edueation—must havo grotified the
natwnl  propriclers of the soil, and atlvreded ol noenid
their degradation, & feeling of some mdependence,

In passing o this kind of owrency, wi come to
another:  Ony fubers hoving at first neither nauts no
haks, excepd those of e corth and ocenn, drew fram the
formir liberal disconnis.

Of thess; wos eorn. This was used 85 nogonerie 1orm,
o inghnde sevopnl speics of grain sand even peas. Such
and shntlar productions, tegether with live stoek, lnwfully
peceived s the Colouisd wressary for pmblie taxes, was ofien
designaled by the plivase, © ooty pay.”

Some specinrens show how o 1ediom of this kind wos
nprpliod,
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It was o eostow i the old Colouy,! when o surveyor 1628,

paee the lines of o ot of land, to compenste him with a
peck of coru.

Ju,
4,

it was proponteded, ® that My, Phillips® should have 16340,

allowed him three hogsheads of meale, e hogshead of
malte, fony bushels of ledion corpe, one Iushell of oate
meale, halfe oo hundred of sadie Gehie ;—for apparvell ond
other provistons xx™ or elz o have 0™ given hioe in
money por ann o make has ewne proutsions, 5 hee chinse
it the rather!® I is ordeved that Mr Porcke aond Mre
Viderhill shall have allowed them for hslfe 8 vease's
proviiston two hogshemds of taeale, fowr bushells of malte,
ten ponrds of powder nud leade 10 make shote, wlso howse
pooane promided for then and 15 12 i eoney to moke
other prouision from the tyme they begine 1o kespe
lorwrse. ™

W1 iz opdered that those of Dorchester, who bronght
cortgine cotvell of ‘the merchauts: of Doréhwster, shall pay
Nicholos Stower nine bushels of meale or of Indian core,

1 Plgmouth Colony Revords, * Hero Geerge Phillips of Water-
 Massmehusolls Cobony Recorda,  tawn,

Aug.
14,
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