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INTRODUCTION.

e —

TuE earliest, or at all events one of the earliest requirements
of imperfect human nature was obviously a knife, a tool, or
a weapon of some sort for the purpose of self-protection, and
for the assistance of the owner in obtaining and preparing
auch food as he consnmed.

This want in the first instance was supplied by the use
of stone or flint implements now called *celts,” which are
to bo found in almost endless variety, but doubtless their
shapes were adapted to the various purposes for which they
were required.

Stones in their natural form were first employed, then they
were roughly chipped into tha shapes of wedges and serapers,
and, loter, specimens are found pelished and finished with
judgment and care; indeed, very beantifully made stome
implements are still in use among the Polynesian islanders,

The era in which these stone implements were employed
dates beyond the records of man, but that there was & “stone
age” is proved beyond a doubt by the existing collections
of sneh implements, which have been obtained from almost
every portion of the globe.

Geology demonstrates that this period of barbarism may
have extended over tens of thousands of years. Civilization
certainly only dates from the discovery of * fire and metals;"
the first use of metals was the starting point of progress,

Greek mythology tells us that Prometheus stole the fire
from heaven, but no one has been good enongh to inform us
who it was that first discovered the existence of tin in

Carnwall,



