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PREFACE.

N old arrangement of the Hebrew Scrip-

tures of the Old Testament divided the
books inte two general classes, the prosaic and
the pocticnl. Wae are fast allowing this distine-
tion to fade sway, and are coming to view the
whole collection #s & collection ‘of poetry, pro-
duced out of the imagination, and addressed to
the imagination; the literary form being narra-
tive, historical, philesophical, fanciful, the inte-
rior snbstance being spiritual. We are no lon-
ger shocked or frritated or grieved by the state-
ment that the Bible ie a book of symbeols, in which
the truths of life are not literally stated, but are
figuratively suggested ; and in which the outward
experiences of men and women, of tribes and na-
tions, are made representative of the inward experi-
ences of the soul, We are familiar with attempts
at discovering an inner sense beneath the fantastic
phraseology, and are reconciled even to the rejec-
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tion of the apparent, in the interest of the real
meaning. Once we shuddered at the bare idea
that anything that was told in the Bible was not
literally true; now a very large class of believers,
and those too reckoned peculiarly ®apiritual,” re-
joice in believing that the greater portion is not
literally true, and was not meant to be taken as
true. This change of view has come about grad-
ually, as the Bible has been better understood and
more wisely appreciated ; and ae a rational use of
it has taken place of a dogmatic or controversial
use of it. But it cannot be denied, rather it
ghould he gratefully confessed, that this wholesome
change i3 due largely to the influence of Sweden-
borg, and his doctrine of correspondences as ap-
plied to the Word.

An eminent Swodenborgian writer says, in effect,
that children especially should be grateful to the
Swedish seer, because he hes made the dark and
dim old book & picture-bock for them. A charm-
ing idea; and one which the children, if they knew
it wag shaped, would clamor londly to have pro-
duced. It is hard that such & fair promise as that
should be held out, and then left, not enly unful-
filled, but unremembered. Why bas not some be-
liever in that most imaginative of faiths, his poetic
faculty aroused, or even created in him by his
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religious system, taken Wilkingon’s fine hint, and
introduced the young people to the treasures of
Divine wisdom through these crystal gates of im-
agery{ Ir it that the science of correspondences
has eclipsed their beauty, or that the work of justi-
fying the doctrine to the understanding has left
no leisure yet for its pleasing exhibition to the
taste? II so, we hope the time will scon come
when the science ehall be established beyond ques
tion, and the children, young and old, shall have
the attractive side presented to them.

The writer of thia little book is not a Sweden-
borgian ; he is not familiar with the Swedenbor
gian vocabulary or rules of interpretation. He
18 not prepared to aszent to the doctrine that the
Hebrew Scriptures contain one or more hidden
senses, or that, if they do, the genze is the same,
and designedly, systematically, by inepiration, the
same throughout. e loses, thercfore, the im-
mense advantage that 4 member of the New Jern-
salem Church would have. But he did think it
wrong that the children should miss whelly the
wealth of the old Bible teaching, as it lay cen-
cealed under the fanciful eymbols. Thinking so,
he considered that even a little of it, faintly appre-
hended and feebly presented, might be better than
none, and he undertook, in a series of Sunday-
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school lessons, to tell the Old Testament stories in
& way to interest his young hearers, and to give
them at the same time a glimpse of the noble
thoughts they hid behind their veils. A few of
these have been written out, and are here printed.
It will be seen at a glance that they are connected
by no thread of ideas, and are grouped with no
view to the avstematic unfolding of truth. The
hidden sense has been drawn out in accordance
with no consistent principles of mnterpretation, and
has been presented in a practical, not at all in &
doctrinal form. The moral rather than the spirit-
ual meaning has been sought for, this being the
meaning which his Jittle anditors could best, if not
alone, apprehend.

At the same time, it will be seen, tha,t gven when
he seems to be telling the story for entertainment,
in the most vivid style of fancy, he is doing some-
thing more. He is conveying a thought, pressing
a precept, urging a prineiple, illistrating a fact in
the heart’s experience, unveiling a truth of Provi-
dence or of life. He thinks the little book will
harm nobody ; he hopes it may teach a few. If it"
will not, it may provoke a more gifted person to
make a beiter one, that will.
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