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DPRDITARION.

™ MY BON.

For you, my dear son, this little work was uodertaken, and
fo you I dedicate it. Convinced that nothing is rmore ne-
cesaary, than early to accustom ourselves to systematize the
knowledge we oire, I have thought it m{aduu to put
within the remm your youthful capacity, the first princi-
ples of General Grammar, in order that they may serve you
a8 a guide in the study of languages, to which you are about
to devote the first years of your education. If you seize
these principles,—if, by their lizht, you discover the relation
which ought to subsist between the different parts of speech,
in order faithfully to express the connexion of those ideas
which unite in forming the conclusions of our uonderstand-
ings—the diversity of means which languages employ to ae-
complish this end, will present to yon nothing painful or for-
bidding. You will, in this way, acoustom yourself to refer
to well digested general principles, the different branches of
erch of those sciences which you may successively mcquire,
and you will contract the happy habit of connecting your
ideas, of combining them, of tracing back consequences to
principles, effects to causes, and thus of weighing well your
own opinions and those of the persons with whom you may
mssociate. In whatever condition you may be called to serve
fmr country, you will reap the fruits of this method, pecu-
iarly fitted, as it is, to train up the understanding, and o
preserve the heart from the illusions and enchantment of the
passions.

May heaven deign (o bless these first efforts of thy father,
to form thy mind and heart, and to render thee one J:; wor-
thy of the Eternal Anthor of thy being, and of the noble des-
tination to which he caila thee, that of laboring to
thine own happiness, in contributing to promote that of thy
species |



ADVERTIBEMENT.

By the Aunthor.

Tgs'littla work which I now publish, under the title of
Principles of General Grammar, fitted for the capacity of
Youth,” is little elsa than an abstract of the best wrilings oo
this subject which have appeared in Fraace, and, speciaily, of
th’l’ﬂﬂl‘ﬂjfﬂl * Gederal and Rativnal Grammar,” of "' Beau-
zee's General Grammar,” and of ** The Natural History of
Speech,” and the * Universal Grammar,” by Courl de Geb-
elin. In adopting the greater part of the principles of these
learned writars, I have disposed them in the order which ap-
peared to me the most fitted to show their justice and to por-
tray them distinctly ; I bave stripped them of every metaphy-
sical and polemical discussion, and have discarded, as far as
poasible, every scientific expression, although shorter and
more convenient, to substitute for them terms taken from or-
ﬂll:lr]f discourse. o

4 "ndvé wace uo appacaticz of the nripeinles of General
Grammar hl: plarlioular examples tnkm either in the French
or any other language, ex s0 48 was necessary to
ma.le{\pell‘ am:ﬁ;ﬁ qufrhu appeared to me an indis-
pensable precaution in order to give the greatest possible gene-
rality to the principles, and to avoid generalizing what is pe-
caliar to certain languages. Many valuable writers, in treat-
ing of the prineiples of universal Grammar, have not, in
opinion, taken sufficient care, to avoid this last mistake. If
myseell have sometimes swerved from the rule, it bas onl
been to show that the liar usages of certain languages
not contradict general principles.

I have entirely that part of universal grammar
which relates to the elements of ch and the art of writ-
ing. The consideration of the first of these subjects, viz.
of the nstural ns of speech, and of the uatore and
variely of the sounds and articolations which we produce by
their gnlp, is, without doubt, well fitled to cause us to ad-
mire the power and wisdom of the Creator, as well s the
variety of the means which he uses to accomplish his de-
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ADVERTISEMENT. ¥

signs. It is also of great nse in researches into the science of
etymology, and into the comparative grammar of ancient and
modern idioms. It belongs not, however, to primary, nor even
10 ordinary, instraction. It is nature and imitation which
teach children the use they musi meke of their organs of
:ﬁ:ch, in order to pronounce their mother tongue ; and itis,
, by imitation, and not by a scientific koowledge of the
organs of speech and of the principles of grammar, that the
man more advanced in life learns articulations foreign to the
langaage of the country which gave him birth, As to the art
of writing—that ingenious method of rendering wpeech per-
manent, by painting articulate sounds, and thus making the
communication of ideas independent of distence of time or
the sound and luminous principles of general gram-
mar onght to be considered as & perfect theory, from which
all nations which have adopted an alphabetical or syllubical
method of writing have more or less departed. However
imperfect may be the usage in point of orthography, neverthe-
less to that we must yield; from that, we must learn how each
nation has agreed to write the words which compose its lan-
guage. A tofal reform in orthegraphy, which should sim to
render writing perfectly eonformable to pronaneciation, must
be regarded, as it respects most pations, as a philosophical
chimera to which custom will never yield ; and a partin! re-
form, which, correcting, in certain points, the discordance
existing between writing and pronunciation, should suffer a
part of the abuses to remain, would, in some sort, consecrate
those it had spared, and would not, moreover, be without great
disadvautages, especially as it regards the ecience of eyy-
mology.

For the same reasans, I have suppressed what might be
said on the subject of punctuation, the system of which is so
imperfect, even among those nations which have most multi-
plied its signs.

I have aimost always preserved those technieal expressions
which were consceratad by us-n?, however imparfect they
were, that the child who shall have studied these Prinei-
ples, may mevertheless be able to make use of those ele-
mentary {Juo'l:s designed for the mudy of the langoages,

Many paragraphs and even whole Chapters will be found
enclosed in [ ]. These shoold be passed over by children
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vi ADVERTIEEMENT.

who are studying for the first time these Principles of Gram-
mar.

I may sometimes have fallen into error, especially on a
subject to which I have devoted no very large portion of my
time. Perhaps too I may not, always, have seized the most
il;glg, the most precise, and at the same time lhe most
intelligible expression. I shall receive with gratitude the
remarks of all whom their natural talents, a profonnd stady
.of these subjects, or long experience in the department of

lic instroction, shall have qualified to rectify the mistakes
into which I may have fallen. I shell esteem myselfhuF if
this little work shoold merit their attention, and if they
should judge it fitted to render easy to children u study
sufficiently dry of iteelf, and often forbidding from the aspect
onder which it is presented. To make myself useful is my
only wish : to have attained this end, will be 1o me the most
fattering reward.



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.*

I have h;:rmimd the preceding Advertisement to remain
asin the first edition; but I vught to add 2 word in relation
to the changes I have made in this. Those who will take
the trouble to compare the two editions will find that the
alterations consist in & few corrections, some difference in
the arrangement of the matter, and & f“t many additions.
The recepuion with which the public hes honored the firat
edition of these *Principles of General Grammar,” imposed an
obligation upon me to spare no labor in order to render them
more exact and complete; and by habitual application of
these principles, by meditation upon the difficuliies which
presented themselves, and, finally by comparing the habits of
many different languages, whose particular grammara I have
stadied for that purpose, I have collected a mass of obaserva-
tions which have enabled me to resolve difficulties and to
reduce to a common analogy things which appeared widely
to deviate from it. The corrections and itions made ia
this new edition are, at least for the most part, the froit of
this labor,

I do not pretend, however, that among thesa additions there
are not many which can with dificulty be undersicod by
children and beginners. Of this number is the disquisition
concerning the extension and comprehension of Appellative
Nouns into which I have entered in Chap. 4th art 1st.
I could not however omit these remarks, as they were ne-
cessary to serve as a foundation for the distinction which I
wasabout to make belween Circumstantial and Qualificative
Adjsctives, which appears in Chap. 7th of the same Part
The 3d Chap. of Part2d, in which I treat ithe subject of
Cases, has received a great many additions, which, I think,
cannot but throw light upoo the design of these grammeatical
inflexions which are unknown 1o our ]ﬂ . Chap.
of the same Part, in which I have treated of T'enses and the
8th Chap. on the subject of the Modes of Verba, have been
considerably enlarged, and, so o speak, entirely made anew :
these two Chapters are those in which I have discovered
the greatest number of inaccuracies. What relates to the
Tenses, will present, I think, no serivus difficulties : as to
the theory of , it was necessary either to renounce the
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viii PREFACE TO S8ECOND BDITION,

iden of explaining it, or to sscend to the operations of our
intellectoal faculties, to analyse them, to classify them, and
deduce from them the veriations of modes: it was necessary
farther, in order to complete the subject, to consider Proposi-
tions which are the expressions of the aperations of the under-
standing and the motions of the will, at first independently,
:l.'nd then unﬁmtimm relations which hinlt{ and cbal;: the:l n

iscourse. possessed more talent, I might pechaps have
infused more interest into the explanation o thlj:l:Gtrutf philo-
sophical subject; but, at least, [ may give this testimony
for mysell, that I have neglecied oo means which could enable
me to treat it with precision and perspicuwity.

The 3d Part, with the exception of the Ist Chapter and a
portion of the 2d is entirely new ; and the modela of Analysis
of the English and Latin languages contained in the 5th
and 6th Chapters, must be considered as the result of the
whole work, This 3d Part shoald not be stodied, until a
perfect knowledge of the first two parts has been acquired :
the 4th Chapter, especially, requires a mind already familiar
with analysis.

I must here insist apon the advice which T have already
given, not to require bezinners to alu? in the first two parts,
those portions included in brackets. distinction should also
be masde between these portions of the work themaselves : some
should be studied at a second perusal, while the study of
others should be deferred still later.

It is only by repeated application of these principles that
we can hope to natoralize them, as it were, in the minds of
children, and to awaken their understandiog, which must act
in this work still more powerfully than their memory. It iy,
therefore, the duty of instructors, after being thorougily imhu-
ed with thess principles themselves, to cause their popils to
apply them often, aod to a great namber of examples. ‘In
this way the puopils will, ea it were, instinctively employ
thein, or rather, they will discover in themselves, by the exer-
cise of their own understanding, those principlea which wers a1
first trusted to their memories; and when they shall thus have
appropriated them to themselves, they will run mo risk of for-
getting them. In giving propositions or phrases to be analys-
ed, however, this kind of labor should be proportioned to
degree of the pupil's advanceroent ; and if be meet with pro-
blems, the solution of which he has never been tanght {which



