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PREEFACE,

“ A Harpy Bor ™ wos written in 18539 and 1880.
It is, in my estimation, DIjornson's best story of
peasant life. In it the anthor has succceded in
drawivg the characters with remeorballe distinciness,
while his prolound psyehelegieal insight, bis per-
fectly artless eimplicity of scyle, amd his thorsuogh
sympathy with the herg and his surrounidiogs are
nowhers more apparent. Thia view iz sustained by
the zreat popularity of # A llappy Boy” through
out Heandinavia.

It is proper to add, that in the present edition of
Bjdrnson’d stories, previons travslations havo been
consnlted, and that in this meoner a few happy
words and phrases have been found und adopted

Rasurz B, AxDrRzoN.

deginp, Mibrsox, Wiscoxsin,
Nopember, 1981






A HAPPY BOY,

CHAPTER L

His name was Oyvind, and he eried when he
was born.  But no sooner did he sit up on his
mother's lap than he langled, and when the
eandle was lit in the evening the voow rang
with his Linghter, but he cried when he was
not allowed to reach it.

“ Something remarkable will come of that
boy | ™ said the mether.

A barren ecliff, not a very high one, though,
overhung the house where he was born ; fir and
birch looked down upon the rool, the bird-
cherry strewed flowers over it. And on the
roof was a little goat belonging to Oyvind; it
was kept there that it might not wander away
snd Ovvind bore leaves and prass up to it.
One fine day the goat leaped down and was off
to the eliff ; it went straight up and soon stood
where it had never been before. Oyvind did

not sea the goat when he came out in the after-
1



B & HAPPY BOY.

noon, and thought at onee of the fox. He grew
hot all over, and gazing about him, eried, —

o« lly-killv-killy-killy-goat 1"

“ Ba-a-a-al” answered the goat, from the
brow of the hill, putting its head on one sida
and peering down.

At the side of the goat there was kneeling a
little girl. '

“ Ts this goat yours 7" asked she.

Oyvind opened wide his mouth and eyes,
thrust both hands wnto his pants and said, —

“Who are you ? "

“T1 am Marit, wother’s younp one, father's
fiddle, the huller of the bouse, pranddanghter
to Ola Novdistuen of the Heldegards, four
vears old in the autnmn, twe days afier the
frost nights — T am [ ™

“Is that who you are? " eried he, drawing a
long breath, for he had not ventured to take
ore while she was speuking,

¢ Is this goat yours ¥ " she agnin inguired.

“Ye-es | " replied he, raising his eyes.

“ I have taken suzch a liking to the geat; —
you will not give it to me ?

i No, indeed 1 will not.”

She lay kicking np her heels and staring
down at him, and presently ehe said: ¢ Butif
I give you a twisted bun for the goat, can I
bave it then 7"



