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DEDICATION.

Tuar which [# esacutinl to the salvation of moankind muost
tilmit of heing readily anderstool, and—il not eaaily, at least
suceeasfolly—carcied oul, Iy all that have the gift of ordisary
intelligence or commen gense, and fithlully make nse of the
appointe] means of crace, o3 sol forth in the word of (iod: 2
nalification of which we muzt never lose sight. The ilea
thet God hus fonnded a syztem of redemption for the benefit
uf mankind which enly priests or hicrarehe—that is, men
clalming to I especially authorized or Divinely appoioted—
can acenrately wnderstand and render fntelligille Lo the rest
of the bnman race, iz preposterous, and at onee ap insull to
God and ao optrage agsinst common 2cnzc.

What mainly canses the Seripturea to be go often mizun-
derstood, or wnderstood only with great labor and diienlty,
iz the extensively controlling influence which homan crecds,
or the exeluzive doctrines of scotism, exercisc over the
human mind, which, thus warped and debased, is no longer
eompetent to interpret the word of God agrecably to ita true
import or in conforwity to common sense principles.  Chris-
tinns at this moment. and in this niveieenth centary of the
Chrigtian cra, though they are not geoerally awsre of the
bumiliating faet, are too frequently the followors of men in-
stead of the Lord Jesus Christ; of * the commandments of
men,” tought a3 eaving truths, instead of the Divioe teachings
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of the Gospel of the Son of God. Owing to this criminal
practice, this high-haoded invasion of therightz of conscience,
the Gospel of the Savionr s virtwally superseded by man's
devices, and the poor, deluded laity is often mado to believo o
myih {wstead of 1he Divise tenth. ‘Uiz is sometimez done
dezignedly for the good, as may be supposed, of plebeinn
souls: bul in the Protestant Church n practice so hase must
he presamed io lie rare in proportion Lo the ascendeney of
liberal principles and the general diffasion of edncation,

Muoch that the Tilile leaches i oot absoletely essential to
znlvation, but iz to be regarded as adventitions, and designed
pnly as o vebicle of Instruetion at the time to which it refers:
az the wrapper m which the Gospel has been clothed and
handed dowa to fulure ages. 1t iz cmphatieally this unes-
zential part of the Scriptures which espeeinlly claims the
luborz and requires the zkill of the leamed commentator, hint
whiel has oo divcck or vidal hearisg oo ihe redemplive vietoe
of the Mhivipe word,  Christ's hearers werg in an eminent de.
wreeny B unloarned, e commaon 1I|:u:1',~|:|l-]v|‘:, or, in the touchinge
phroze, The lozt sheep of the honse of Tarael™; bat, nuless
he spole in parables or ib oousaal fiznrative lnnrunze,—
which he al onee explaioed and thos rendered inlelligifile —
hiz illiternte hearers mnderstood him gnite woll; and they
even bhud the sagacity lo compare hiz method of Lewelting
with that of the Fowish rabbinz, drawine the eienificant in-
lerrnee thad * D danght thom g ene baviog eadforiy, and
not ag the scribes™: Matthew, vil, 2U,

But to render sulvation certain there must surely be human
creeds? Oh, no: they wre not 2t all neepssary, Christ laid
down no-cresd except that he s the Bavionre: the Apostles
profossed no other ereed but thiz; amd the Clristian Clurch
was conlent to abide by this ereed Hill it began to grow cor-
rupt. Seets only need ecreedz,  Christians, not given to
povolies, have creed enongh in the Bible: this is the ooly
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crecd that is manifostly God-sanetioned. 1t Iz ample enough,
and stringent egough ; vet it allows every one “to be con-
vimeod in s own mied.”

The Bible refers to man w2 cospeent with Clrist in rodemn-
tion, and deglares works wml grace mntually aod inzeparably
co-operative in the Christian life.  The DBible and lible-
imbmed common senze, therelore, are to Lo rogarded as ox-
clusively pormalive in watters of fith and holy living. Such
beingr the ploin apd inconirovertible facts; as regands this
st intereating and impariant sebjest, the opiniess incel.
cated in this paper are respectflly inscribed Lo the attention
amd prayers ol the Friegds and Advoentes of bilidical trath,
and Gozpel-enlighiened and gnided common sense® by

Tre AvTonm.

# oo Bertmon on tho Beformation, the lenraned and devent Epener,
thee introsbneeer oF THeliam dolo e deodl rontivne of formnalism of the
Talbeean Chorelt, o the latter pact of the seventeenth cenbucy,
writeg thus: “ Preachors ave not to monapniiza all prootz of dostrine
ta themeeives, bt o coneeds personal regesreh fo their honrers, who
arc nof o be hiwdered, bal adri=ed wond qrj,;ml, 1li|'|grr:|ll_r|r ta resd noed
sty fhe Seriplures, Lhml ”IE:," may eslabilish wil s‘l.rl-.hglll.l.-ll their
fnith fu e word of Godl™  * Therefore," contloges thiz emicenl
divioe, * the Seripiore 12 to be gnderaiood, oot with blind sabomizsion
to the commentnters, but az cael Chiristinn, after dilizent meditation
arel pravor, iz cosvieed by the Hedy ks, Chriztian minizstors too
are delivered from the pupistic yoke, =o tht, in oor oflice of teazh-
img, =6 fup ns doekring 18 conserngd, we o bosnd by wathray bt the
Haoly Sevipturce owel the tefallible ward of o, and may, with coo-
flent feeedom, teeh whnteyer we ballova to ho derived from it and
need, therefore, not ask whetler o Pope or Cowneil has aatlorised (2"

The fullowing eognato sontimentz are from the penof Profl. Sgpre-
cher, in & conlrifadinn ta the Latbesan aereer of April 10, 1569,
foumdel om the Life and Wyitings of Lather, by Walch, vol. v, p.
w2t amil vol. vi pe 1520 2 Comtort 12 to be feund newlicre bat in tho
Sgriptares nnd Qed's word. We are to belicvo po Qovngils or Saipts,



