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SYMMACHI, HOMO F

Two maosaies portraying gladiatorial combats were found wogether in the
seventeenth century in a. property called the " Orto del Carciofolo’ on the
Via Appia outside of Rome. Today these mosaics, illustrated in the plate, are
nos. 3600 and 3607 in the Museo Arqueoldgico Nacional (hereafter MAN) in
Madrid. * Professor Marion Blake discussed them in these emoirs XVII (1940)
112-113 from drawings since she herself had never scen the originals and did
not have any photographs.  Aceording to her note 213, she found maost details
in the drawings published by Winckelmann in Mowwments antichi ineditr |
plates 197 and 193,

Of the pair it is MAN 3601 = Winckelmann 198 in which we are primarily
interested for its inscription. We may begin with Winckelmann himself who
says of the scene: ' & fipurate un combattimento di soh gladiatori anch’essi col
lor lanista allato, con la visiera dell’'elmo calata, che loro cuopre il viso, cosi
com'Etencle @ Polinice combattendo insieme of son descrittd da Stazie ™. Tt
is notable that he identifies the rwo non-combatants as lenistae, but Winckel-
mann does not reveal how he interpreted the inscription, except that he misread
cach #hefa as a phi..

It was Marini who identified this sign as the #efe nigron.  He went on to
describe it as: ' 'indizio che gllinfelici Gladiatori Cadendione « Materno eran

1. Bibliography of the pair of mosaics: - Johanncs Winckelmann, Wonuwments antichi fnedits
(Rome, 1769) 1 plates 197 and 1g8, and 11 238-2509; Gactano Marini, G ati ¢ monumenti de’ Fra-
telli Arvali ede. 1 (Rome, 15793) w65, A, L, M, Degeription de; lombeann gud opl &8 décowverts
& Powupes dans Lannde 1812 (Naples 1813) 31-32 and 35-37; Johann Caspar Orelli, Fuseripiionam
latingrum seleclarwm amplissima collectso ete. (Zurich 1828) no. 2555; A Chrasovnier, ¥ Obscrva-
tions sur une statpette représentunt un rédaire ainst’ que sur divers monuments relalifs o cette
classe de gladiateurs ™, Repue arehéodapigue VI (1851-2) pp. 407-410; Chatles Loriquel, La me-
saigue des promenades ef antres frouvées & Reims! étude sur fes muosaigues of suv les geux de Uamphi-
theatre (Relms, 1862) 214 and 217; FEmil Hithner, D¥e antiben Bildwoerke in Madrid (Detlin, 15862)
106-197 nos. 399 and goo; . Bormann, W, Heinzen and Chr, Huelsen, Corpus énseriptionwm latr-
warwm VI, 2 (Herlin 1882) no. 10205; Thomas Ashby, ** Drawings of Ancient Paintings in Lnglish
Collections: Purt [, the Eton Dawings ', Papers of the British School at Rome V11 {1914) 17
Marion ElizabethBlake, " Mosaics of the Late Lmpire in Rome and Vicinity ", Memerrs of the
American Academ) in Rome XV (1940) 112-113; Louls Robert, ¥ Monuments de gladiateurs dans
Parient gree "', fellentea, 111 (1940} 123-136 and V (1g48) 84-86; Antonio Blanco Freijeiro, ' Mo-
saicos romanos con escenas de circo y anfieatro en ¢l Museo Arqueoligico Nacional », deckive
espadiol de argueologia X X111 (1950) 127-142 (with an acrurate description of the colors and tech-
nique) and figures 8-g, the first photographs (here reproduced); Jean Colin, * Juvenal, les baladins
et les rétiaices d'aprés le manuscript d'Oxford (Juv., Sae,, VI, 365, 1-20) "', A7 della Accademia defle
Seienze ff Torino LXXEVIL (1952-3} 365 (without mention of Blanco’s basic publication).

Note that in the quotations from Murini and from Millin on p. 10 the pum tuation and
spelling has heen somewhat modernized,



