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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

Som® things in the history of this book afford an illue-
tration of the nndesirablensss of answering a matter before
wa hear it. A preliminary correspondence of mine with
a southern gentlemun hes brought forth a singular eoms-
bination of feelings and expressions, all founded on a
mistake; which is, that the writer of this book senght to
conciliate a slaveholder with the propesition of a compro-
mise between the north and sonth, by which northern
opposition to slavery shoold be diverted and allayed. A
plain statement may remove disagreeable feelings and
apprehensions,

Much of this book was wiitten at the south. On com-
pleting it at home, the writer wished to fortify himself in
certain statements, and therefore wrote letters, with diffar-
ent sete of questions, to different gentlemen at the south,
but with no intention to publish their answem. One of
thesa gentlomen was Hon, H, A. Wise, of Virginia. That
he, in hia way, as the writer well knew, ia a representative

-man on the subject of slavery, none will now dispute, I
approached him fairly and honorably. I disclosed my ob-
jeet so far as was necessary to secure his attention, and [
gained the purpose for which I wrote ; so that on reading
his Ietter in manuscript, and seeing that it confirmed the
statements which I bad written for my book, I acknowl-
odged the favor in & nofe of thanks. The letter, read in
private, did not offand me, becanse I saw that the writer
was oot combating me personally; and I thought of it
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v INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

only in one light, —viz, as making it unnecessary for me
to correct my manoacript, which was nearly ready for the
preas. Whaen the correspondence afterward eame forth
from Mr. W, without my eotsent, in the Washington | D.
C.) Union, his letter had a different bearing. 1was placed
in.a new relation toward him, and was sorry that he com-
pelled me ta epeak to himn as I did in my reply.

" And now this hook is the development of my wishes and
purposes so imperfectly expressed in my private leiter to
Mr. Wise. The book stands just as it did when I wrote
that letter. Iam nel responsible for any expeciations or
disappointmeants with regard 1o this book oceasioned by &
letter which 1 did not write for pablication, and never in-
tanded as a descriptien of thia volume. The book has
been finished according to its firat design.

As some have held forth Mr, Wise's letter aa a true ex-
ponent of a alaveholder's apirit, it is due from me to say
that, with that letter, [ received other communieations from
southern genilemen on the same subject. Answers to in-
quiries, so abliging, so regardful of the supposed difflealty
which suggested a question, so generous in affording in-
formation, so eandid, I have geldom known, Any who
wish, may argue from them that the effect of slaveholding
upon a geotleman’s spirit end manner is eminently
happy.

A counterpart to Mr. Wise's latter appeared in the New
York Independent of OCotober 12, in an article on my cor-
reapondence with Mr, W, If the writer had waited for
correct knowladge of the facts in the ease, he might have
written more diserceetly. When I first heard of the piece, '
the whole of this book was in type.

Watching in a sick reom far from home, new affections
are awakened toward our fellow-men; sectional feelings
are diminished ; and every sabject, public as well aa pri-
vata, is viewsd in econnection with our higher and enduring
interests and relations. Tnder such influences many of
these pages were writlen, some of them containing stries
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tures which, in a chastened state of mind, one can make
with the conscionaness of being actuated only by good
mmotives,

The thought of writing a baok en thia subject never
ocourred to me till [ had experienced much surprise and
pleasure at certain new impressions from stavery at the
south. They who think that these impressiona were owing
to partial views of Ameriean alavery will see their mis-
take, Should I relieve the minds of a few friends on this
subject, a3 mine has been relieved, my labor will not be
loat.  Bat it is proper fo say, that while preparing these
pages, from the beginning to the ¢lose, thinga have come
to my knowledgze with regzard 1o slavery which took away,
at the time, the power to think or speak of it except in the
tone of reprobation. Feelings more discriminating and
ne lesa just have alternated with these, and the result is
here given,

No one can expect to find, nor do I think 1o give, in
this book, a full exposition of the subject of slavery. Yet
1 truet it will be ssen that T have gathered premises broad
enough for all the conelusions which I have ventured to
draw.

Now, if any friend of mine, who, knowing me, knows
that T-am no partisan, will infrost himself to my guidanee,
I will take him with me in this ook to the south, and we
will together look at the things which happen to meet us,
receive the impressiona which they may naturally make,
and if we differ and part company, we will andeavor to do
&0 with mutual respect and afection.
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