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PREFACE

Tue game of Bridge has, like other things in
the world, been marching with the times; the
methods of yesterday are, 1 many respects, not
quite the methods of to-dav.

It is only a few short years since Bridge appear-
ed as a stranger in England, and, though we
opened cur arms and welecomed the newcomer, it
remained nevertheless a stranger for very, very
long. We Imew litile of itz science; we needed
time for its evelution. Things, however, have he-
oun to shape themselves ab last; fallacies, which
passed unchallenged before, have now been deteet-
ed; the possibilities of the no-trump declaration
and of the judicious wse of the "double™ are
appreciated and understood ; the advantages result-
ing from defensive play are admitted ; the prineiple
of opening a long syib in preference to a short
one is accepted, and so on. In fact, we may now
fairly say that the wame i “in order.”

My endeavour, then, will be to lay before the
reader the system which, after these years of
experience, has proved itself to be the best—that
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i5 to say, the system which is most likely to
conduce to his own sucress. In doing this, |
have given the reasons for and aganst the dif-
ferent suggestions that are advanced, and no
effort has been spared to make the treatise com-
plete in every branch of {he game.

Cerlain  portions of this book « have already
appeared serially i * The King" [England) and
m “The New York Commercial Advertiser”
{America). These portions have been re-cast—
mdeed, almost re-written-- with a view to adapt-
mg them to volume form, but nevertheless my
thanks are dve to the sditors of those periodicals
for their courteous permission to wse the subject
matter.

ARCHIBALD DXUNN.

November, 1202,
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HISTOLICAL

Tuese s little known about the history ol the
game. From all nccomnts, it origimated in the
East, found its way to France, then to Ameriea,
and finally to England some eyt or ten yeurs aza.

It 15 usually spoken of as an * Ofishoot ol
Whist." That may, or may not, be true; but
certainly, in its present form, the deseripinn
might be counted correct, for the whele tendency
of Bridge developnent has been to bring 36 neaver
und nearer fo the older eame. The wreat guid-
ing principles of Whist, though somewhat altered
to st their new surronndings, have Leew to all
mtentzs and purposes adopted; for a system of
signalling and for many conventions Bridge s
indebted to Whist; and, with eertain modifien-
tions, Bridge *leads" nand Whist *lends™ are
wlentical.

Yet, though the resemblance is striking, the
games are essentially different. The voluntary

selection of a btrump suit, the control that selec-
1



