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PREFACE.

Tes kind recepiion which was acecorded to n former
seriss of papers on Misread DPassages of Beripture
has led me to prepare a new scriea for the press. At
no period probably was the interest manifested in tho
true interpretation of Seripture greater than it is at
pregent. As the Bibla beoomes the subject of free
- and intelligent eriticism, and men bring to bear wpon
it the pame diseriminstion which they use in their
Jjudgment of other books, they find out for thomsolves
how unlike it is to all other boeks, and how fally it is
charged with a wisdom which is from & deeper than a
human spring. Wa have been tempted to adopt, in
our golicitude for the safety of the Bible, the policy of
the pagen Olympns. We have flung sround the object
of our cara a sheltering mist, whick, while no doubt it
has baffled many an assailant, hos robbed it of its
power of self defence—that self manifestation wherein
lisa the vietorioos etrength of everpthing that is of
God. When shall we learn that the Bible has more to
fear from the policy of short-sighted defenders than
from the assaulis of searching oritics, and leave it free
to speak its own word and do its own work in the
world §

The last few years have wrought a great emancipa-
tion for the Bible; and the kind of intersst which is
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now takon in its Gruths and its teachings is healthy
and full of promise. Many of the difficulties with
which it is supposed to be cumbered disappear the
moment that an cpen oye is brought to bear upon
them, and the reader is willilng to interpret the parts
in the apirit end by the light of the whola. To help
young students, ag far as lies in my pewer, to bring
the open eve to bear on the sacred records, i1s tho main
purpese of thig little book. Tt differs from the former
in one importent respeck. If iz less a criticiam of
particular texts which appesr to be popularly mis-
interpreted, than a consideralion of seriptural subjecta
on which much misunderstanding exists, owing mainly
to the supposad tesching of varons psssages of the
word of God. I have discnssed a few of these in a
frec, simple, and I Lopo sugpestive monnper, I have
not aimed in any case at sn exhanstive arpamont, My
object has been, as belore, to stimulate and guide
theught on hiblical questions, rather then to formulate
oonclusions. If T can lead any thoughtful young
students to read the Bible for themselves, with a
desire to discover what the whole word teaches, rather
than to rest on an isolated fext, a8 though the whole
mind of the Bpirit on that point were thers expressed,
my object will bave heen gained,

J. BALDWIN BROWN.

Crareay, Seplember, 1870,
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THE PRINCIPLE OF CHRISTIAN UNITY.
Y Thara shall be ene fold, aed ope shepberd " —Jony . 16.

Lrrerarey, “fhere shall bo one flock, ome shoplerd.”
The difference between tho two renderings is a grave
one, 'The mistranslation of the words of the Savionr
in the English version is most unfortonate, as I be-
ligve that it has been at the root of much serious inis-
apprehension of the trme nature of that unity of the
church which was contemplated hy the Lord. # One
flock, with one Shepherd,” ia distinctly the prevision
of Christ. The word rightly rendersd “fold ™ in the
earlior portion of tha verse is in this lnst olonse ad-
visedly changed, to the word whick cen only be trans-
lated * flock.” Not one * fold ;" many folds it might
be, many visible bodies, many diverse forms of thought
and energy; bub ome flock—one epirit, one heart
to hear and to oboy the Master, one hope, one home
in tha ™ general assembly and church of the firsthorn ”
on high,

We mourn over the divisions of Christendom, and
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most justly. The aasddest, darkest thing under the
gun, in the esfimation of henven, muoet be tho rent,
disfigured, distorted body of that charch for which
fhe Saviour prayed, as He entercd into the shadow
of the last agony, that it mipht bo one as He and
the Father wero ong, that the world might believe
that He came forth from Ged. Buot it is dizcord that
heaven mourns over, not diversity, Two hearts,
hearts at war, hearts in schism—unot two thonghts,
two diverse because each of them necossarily partial
modes of apprehending and setbing forth the deep
things of God. When Christendom aprees to onoe erecd,
ong form of words, it will sign ite own sentence of
disgolation. When it agrees to one epirit, is of one
heart to hear the voico of the one Bhepherd, and to
recognise by the heard’s sure instincts sl who in
varigus forma and by verious paths are striving te
obey and to follow Him, 1t will have a fresh Pentecostal
baptism, & fresh cutborst of joyous vietorious life.
For Christendom fo agree to the same words, and to
rest in the same infellectual conceptions as setting
forth the whole truth of red, wonld be simply to rest
on & human foundation and not on & Divine, God has
not given us a creed in the Bible. He could not have
given ue & cresd, No words which even Divine art
conld combine could express to the understanding of
man the whole sum of the truth of God. Ho has given
us & life, and such light as flows from it ; and © the kfe
i# the light of men.”” To walk in the Light, to be drawn
by the magnet of the Life, this is the life of faith,
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And here we discover the besis of the true unity;
s common opennesa of heart to the living constraints
of the Lord Josns; o common love, ond an instinet
to recognise that love in the diseiplos, a8 the bound of
the eommon brotherhood, Ona flock in the great
wide world, with its wvast far-strotehing mountain
pastures, where by ten thonsand paths the sheop ars
roaming, but oll familinr with the one Voice, all resdy
to follow where the Shepherd leads them, and all trust-
ing to His care and skill to bring them ai longth
“into the place which He has prepared.” * Lel not
your heart be troubled ; yo Deliews dn God, beficve also
in ma.  Tnomy Father's hoves are many mansions V'
varicus folds even thera, and free play of the individual
Life—*1f #f were not wo, T wonld Aave fold you. T
qo to prepure & place for you, And if Igo and prepare
a place for you, I witl come again, and recclve you unto
myself, that where I am theve yo may be aleo ™ (John
xiv. 1-8).

Theso words of my toxt have a very peculiar and
beantifal significance in the place in which they occur.
The Lord’s miuistry on earth was ending. All that He
had earned by His life of self-sacrificing devotion to
msn was the cross and the prave. The shadow of
desth was already darkening round Him. His besrt
was feeling in the gloom for all that the Father would
give Him as the fruit of His pain, the purchase of His
blood. Large visiona floated before His sight ns He
drew near the hour of His anguish, the hour of the
prince of darkness, of the kingdom which He wounld
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