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THE SHORTER CATECHISM.

-FART FIRST.

THE BUMMA EY OF CHRESTIAN DOCTRENE,

HISTORICAT, X¥OTE

The ward Cefeshizg comes from a Gresk tarm,
which means to wfer sonnd, and so to feach by the
voice. A Uatechism of relimion, therefore, 12 a
book which gives mahruﬂtmu i the principles of the
religion ; and as it is intended primorily for eral in-
struclion, it takaa the form of question and anawer,

This one is called the Shorte Cafechisn in order
to distinguish it from another, known s the Larper
Catechism, which was prepared for learners who
Bave already some kpowledge of ihe docleines of the
Chrietian religion.

Doth were the work of the famous Westminater
Apacmbly,  Thia gathering of divines was
called tngﬁthm by ii: Long Purlinment for the pur-
pose of earrying out the reformation of the Church
uf EL lu..ud more thoroughly in doctrine, worship,

iseipline, It pought to purify it from thin

nr.lt- -I:-I:I:I'I.’.‘IIHtE:I'.I'I'.‘- with the Word of God, and to bring it
into greater harmony with the Reforwed Churehes
of Scotland and the Continent. Tt consisted of 151
E[L liah membera, of whom 123 were clergymen

30 lay asseesors,  To these were added certain
mmmlaﬂinnm from Beotland, who were nominated
by the General Assembly of the Chiurch and occupied
# distinet position in the Assembly. The Beotch
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commisaioners who were originally appointed were
eight in number, and should be known to the youth
of Scotland. Fiveof them were minizters—namely,
Alexander Henderaon, rector of the University of
Edinbargh, and the sueeeagor of John Knox and
Andrew Melrille as leader of the ehunreh; Rolert
Baillie, Profesaor of Divisity and Trincipal of the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, who hae been called ¥ the plea-
santest of letter-gommipn™ ; George Gillespie, minister
at Edinburgh, Lthe Foun L of the party, but & man
of conapienona ability 1o debate ; Samuel Ruther-
ford, Profepsor of lDlivinity and Priocipal of St
Meary's College, 31 Andrews, *the true gaint and
Martyr cf the Covenant” ; and Hobert Douglas, who,
however, did not take hig seat. The remaining three
wera elders—namaely, John, Tarl of Cagzilis ; John,
Lord Maitland, afterwards Doke of Lauderdals, who
snded by becoming tha fierce persecntor of the canse
which at firsl he fervenlly sipported; and Sir
Archibald Jobnatone of Wernston, ooe of the
Judges of the Conrt of Sezzion, and in many respects
& remarkable man,

The Arzembly wos opeoed in Weatminater Albey
oo the Tat Juiy 1043, Tn aceordance with its ap-
pointiment 16 lalwurel ditizently at the preparation
of & creed, a form of worzlup, und a avstem of chureh
g]-*;‘-;remaymt, which might be nzed in common by the
three kingdoms of Fogland, Treland, and Scotland.
It took abomt five and a balf yesrs to finish its pro-
l:»r_-r work, but it sat altogether for nearly nine yeara,

ta last seazion was held on the 26th March 16532, a
few weeks hefore the remnant of the Long Parlia-
ment, known in Engliah history as “ibe Hump,”
was disaolved by Oliver Cromwell, Different parties
werd rapresented in it—the Episcopalians, the Pres-
byterinna, the l’n:iEEenu:]'.entﬂ, the Ernstians or those
who held that the Church should be dealt with simply
a3 a department of the State. But the Preshyterians
were the strongeat party. Thia Asembly ranks
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among the greatest of all the Protestant couneile
It has been acknowledged, even by these who have
not been in sympathy with its decisions, to have
been distin ui&iud in no ordinary messure by piety,
learning, ability, and the devout determination to
make the Word of Glod, and that only, the mle of
all that shonld be believed and done in the Church
of Christ.

The SBhorter Catechiam may be regarded as the
choieeat frait of the labours of the Weatminater
Aszsembly. Many Catechismes had becn published
before thia oue, The troubled years between 1600
and 1645 were remarkable for the number they pro-
duced. ot the Bhorter Catechizm sarpazsed them
all, and remaina the most finished expression of the
robuat faith of our Poritan forafathers, 1t seema to
have been prepared for the moet pace, if nob entirely,
in the year 1G47. Tt waa aIﬁiwrurﬂdE'l'ly the General
Assamlly of the Church of Beotland on the 28th
July 1848, and by the Beottizh Parliament on Lhe
7th Febmary 1644  The {dod-fearine people of
these days received it gladly, awd i swon became
exlensively used by others az well as Proshyterians
No Protestant Cutechiam, indeerd, has been accepted
so widely, or by so0 mwany diflerent brunches of
the Chureh of the Reformation, with the exeep-
tion of Luther's Catechiam and the Heidelberg
Catechism, It hes been rightly elassed with these
twe, and deseribed as "one of the three typical
Catechizme of Protestantizm which are likely to last
to the endd of time”

It s as simple in its plan as it is clear, concise,
and well-conaidered in its language. The first thres
CQuestions are inlroductory and deal with the founda-
ticna of relizion, The body of the Chtechism com-
mences at the Fourth Queskion, and is constrocted
in two main diviaiona. The first i3 & summary of
doetrine, and extends to the Thirty-sighth Question.
The gecond is a summary of duty, and extends from



