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PREFACE.

Iy the Essays now published 1 have given a descrip-
tion of two subcutaneous operations for the success-
ful treatment of affections not generally comsidered
to be amenable to any surgical means, viz. : “ Dupuy-
tren’'s Comtraction of the Fingers,” and © Deeply De-
pressed Clicatrices,” such as are frequently met with
in the neck and other regions of the body, as the
result either of glandular abscesses or exfoliation of
bone.

In proof of the general distrust in all operative
procedures for contracted fingers, I may state that
in nearly all the cases which have fallen under my
observation in private practice, the patients have
been deterred from submitting to any operation by
the opinions of several surgeons that the fingers if
straightened would remain stiff and useless, or worse
than useless, for life, in consequence of the tendons
having been divided, an event which I have shown
cannot possibly oceur in the operation advoecated in
the present paper,

The patients have in many instances been told that
as the contracted fingers are still useful in grasping,
they should wait until they had become useless by
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increase of the contraction, and then take the chances
of an operation. Now that the curability of this
affection, without any loss of muscular power has
been proved, the error of delay will be at once
apparent.

The results of mechanical treatment, and of the
operation by open-wound have not been such as to m-
spire any general confidence.

The subcutaneous operation and after-treatment,
as modified by myself in accordance with the patho-
logical conditions first demonstrated by Dupuytren,
has proved so successful, that I can with eonfidence
recommend it to the favourable notice of the pro-
fession.

I first brought the results of my experience before
the Medico-Chirurgical Bociety in a paper read on the
22nd of May, 1877, but this paper was not published
by the Society in their *° Transactions;” a short
abstract of it only appeared in the  Proceedings™ of
the Society, Vol. VIIL, No. 4, July, 1877. The
paper, a& read af the Socioty, and without any altera-
tions, was, however, published in the * British
Medical Journal," June 29th, 1878, and is now with
considerable additions reproduced in its present
form.

With regard to the subcutaneous operation for
deepiy depressed cicatrices, I first brought it before
the notiee of the British Medieal Association in a
paper which I read at their meeting in Edinburgh in
August, 1875; and it was afterwards published in
the  British Medical Journal,” April 20th, 1876,
It seems, however, not to have attracted the attention
of operating surgeons so much as I could have wighed,
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and I have therefore reproduced it with additions, in
itsa present form, in the full confidence that results
equal to those which I have obtained would follow its
more general adoption.

The two operations, now described, possess one
feature in common, viz., that they are both good
examples of the success which attends all true sub-
eutaneous operations, and in their freedom from all
danger which might result from inflammation and
suppuration, illustraté the protective influence of the
law of subcutaneons surgery.

Henrictta Stroet, Covendish Bouare.
September, 1878,






