THREE
CHEVRONS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649277025

Three chevrons by H. F. Bidder

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



H. F. BIDDER

THREE
CHEVRONS

ﬁTrieste






THREE CHEVRONS

0



THREE CHEVRONS
BY “OREX”

(MAJOR H. F. BIDDER, D.8.0))

LONDON: JOHN LANE THE BODLEY HEAD
NEW YORK: JOHN LANE COMPANY MCUCMXIX



IMDICATEDR TO

THE YOUNG MEN WHO HAVE FALLEN
IN THE WAR
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FOREWORD

PusLisuEss, as a rule, look askance al
letters ; for they know, by experience, how
rare it is to come across private correspond-
ence that has cither value or interest for any
other circle than that of the correspondents’
own himmediate acquaintance.

Written to relatives or friends, who read
them with the eye of affection and the in-
sight of a common understanding, such
private letters may be intensely engrossing
to their rceipients. But take them out of
their particular setting : expose them, in
the cold light of print, to the eve of a public
that reads only the written lines, not having
the clues for reading between them—in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred all the
interest goes, all the charm evaporates,
Their private virtues beeome, so to speak,
public vices. The very qualitics that made
them so delightful as mtnnate conimunica-
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tions is fatal to them when collected into a
printed hook. '
In the hundredth ease, however, one is
fortunate enotugh to run up against the
blessed exeeption and to find a correspondent
whose private leiters to his friends have that
mtrinsic and independent value which can
face the searehing test of the printed page,
It is so (unless the writer of this foreword
is deceived) with the collection of letters con-
tained in the present volume. They were
written originallty by an officer of the British
Army to relatives or friends, deseribing and
commenting on his experiences as they
occurred, without any thought of his re-
marks ever golng beyond the family eirele.
But copies of the letters had been kept for him
as interesting memorand: for his future refer-
ence ; and, quite by chance, he showed
some of them onc day to the writer of this
foreword. The latter, expecting to be rather
bored by the perusal of the gallant officer’s
correspondence with other people, had the
agrecable surprise of finding himself a good
deal intervested and entertained instead.
And the outcome of it was that he per-
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FOREWORD IX

suaded the officer to let him submit the
letters to Mr. John Lane, who, on his
reader’s report, at once aceepted thew.

It was the officer’s express stipulation
that his letters, if published, should be
issued exactly as they stood (subject to
certain necessary excisions), awd not in any
way written up for the sake of effect. Not
that he supposed them incapable of improve-
ment in that direction, but he felt it would
hardly be plaving the game, It only re-
mains to say that this stipulation has been
strictly observed.

R. M. I,






