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CHAPTELL T

Trwas a bright frosty night towards the wmiddle of
Morck. The moon had vizen an hour ago, and g
like a roond mireor of burndshed silver close above
the glittering strean of Thaones, ae he swept broad-
coing down te Westinmster Drvidze.  The Abbey
towers rose sharply date the clewe aie, ool canght
the moonlicht il upon their heads, but beneath
them on the further side lay o wide reglon of silent
and wystorious shadow.  In the shadew paced the
tigure of & man. By the slow and monotouens regu-
lavity of Lis fooifalls az Lo passcd Backwands and
Forwurds, you might have token him for o sentinel
on guard.  But to o closer look the lang Lich-
collared coat, the gquuint anl ample oulline of lus
Bat, amd & cortain balance in Lis step botreayved the
seafuring man, sud gave a hint of his rank. His
figure and the easy swing of Wiz movements pro-
claimed im steong, but the obseurity concealod all
other cluracteristics,

Up and down, up and down he paced ; always
the same weasured By u.iwu}'a the smue distance to
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2 TALEX FROM TIIE EXEMY

o yard, Nothing alout Lim spoke of impatience,
and yet he was evidontly sxpecting someons or some-
thing., For cach time that his beat ended at the
angle of the northern tower he stopped, and looked
first to the right across the deserted square up to
tho entronee of Whitehall, and then to the left,
where, on the odge of Bt James's Park, the lights
of Glamorgan Honse slone through o few gnunt and
loafless trees,

For this was in 182E and in 1321 Glamorgan
[Touse was sl standing. Awd to-night it was
especinlly in evidence, for the open gates amd the
unwonted Hlumtontion of tlee wapder court shownd
pladnly that sone Festivity was b preparation within,

Minute after winute passed, tll suddenly frou
overhend eome the deep socnd of the elock striking
the half hour, At the same instant a carriage volled
into the square, The wateher bad just turned lLis
back and was retreating for the Gftieth tine towards
the doorway of the Albeyv, when the wvibration of
the chinmes ecased, and the sound of e approaching
hoofs and wheels foll npon his ear.  In n moment
he was back at the corner of the boilding, whers Le
stood motionfess, with Lis bead thrown forwand like
a dog straining in the leazh.

The earvinge prssed close before him, wheeled
off to the mght, sl disappenred into the court of
Glamorgan House,  Hewade a quick step forwand
ag if to follow, but checkodl hiimeelf, and stood for o
moment irresolute.  While he was hesitating, a puety
of ladios mflled in opera-cloaks and shawls and
."11.'t.l"t1|2:|l‘11 I“:'.' .'."\.I!"."']".".l. g'ﬂf]lllf!‘]“l":l, 1-]'::|:-::-'Dr1 '!]ﬂ' i'ﬂﬁ‘[ i‘rﬂ‘!ﬂ
the entrance of Dean’s Yaed, aod took the same
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direction as the cavvinge.  The figure in the shadow
hesitated no bonger, but followed o theie wake with
long and resolute strides.  He cune up wich thew
as they reached the porties, amd passel into the
cloak-room with the gentlemen of the party.  There
eont and hat were kadd aside, and he stood revealed
as an officer of the king's navy, wearing o eaptain’s
epaulettes npon o very stalwort paiv of shoullers.

His face was that of o quiet, self-relinng man of
thirty-five ; Leawn eves set wide apart, lips some-
what full but fimaly elosed, o straighit nose, and a
chin slightly rovaded npwards in feont, combined o
make ap oan expression of modesty and veserved
foree,

Az o matter of fact be wis this evening unusu-
ally excited, hut he Tud werely the look of ene who
has mude up hig own mind and intends to keep it to
limaelf for the present,

Other guests wers now arviving, wd he passed
among the rest along a corvidor mad aerogs o hall 1o
the entrance of the ball-roaom, where the lostess aiul
Lier hushand were stationem] to vecoise then.

As he entered, Lord Glamorgan—a tall old man
with Bushy eyebrows and o jovial ved fsee—stepped
in front and shook Lim warnly by the band,  Then
prtting o big band npon his shoulder with o fatherly
air, he wheeled him forwaerd, and bimself tuened to
fuee his wife,  f My dear,” e suid, with o Lalf Low,
¢ present Lo you Coptain Richard Esteourt of His
Majesty's ship Well, well, Dick, which shall it
e, eh }?

His Tordship hindl Leen a Lowd of the Admiralty
in the last Ministey, aod theagh now for some time
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out of offiee, e retained a porhaps exagoerated idea
of his own influenes in naval aifairs,

Lady Glumorgon received the young man with
all the graciousness for which she was deservedly
popular. ¢ Captain  Iisteourt,’ she said, ‘is slower
to follow an advantnge on shore than at sea; his
reputation has been bere Long hefore b

Fsteourtd flushed. *1 have beeu four yvears on
the Tndian stations,” he said, *and three hefore that
in Americe.

You have Joft out Adgiers,” his hostess answered,
with” a #mile, ‘Lot we have better memories here,
and shall noe forget your’

He wurmuved his thaoks, and made way for
athers of the vompany who were bheginning to enter
the room o twos apd threes,  Dut he did not move
far away ; placing himsell in the angle of n recess
opposite the deseway, he begnn once more 1o watcly
patiently, seanning every group of guests as they
enme in,

sipee e lhad been almost the fest e the room,
it seomed Dupossille that he shoull miss the person
for whonm he was walting ; but when the steeam of
incomers had apparently eensed, and Lady Glamorgan
fonul time to leave the door and look at the dancing,
her cye fell upon hine at ence, still on guaed in his
solitary cornor, SBhe came towards Lim immediately,
Lent on the hostesss congenial duty of introduetion,

¢ Captain Esteourd,' she said, fyou ave pesitively
not daneing ! a saitor too, and at a sea loed’s all 1

# Iray do not trouble about me, Lndy Glamorgan,’
lie replied, © 1 am in no harey (o liegin,’

* Noy no ! she saidd, T wmuost find you some pretty



