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Preface

In his address to the Grand Lodge of Vermont in 1856,
Grand Master Philip C. Tucker said:

“It is among my higheet aspirations that in the evening
of my days, the ayocations of business and fhe necessities for
exertion, may be, by a kind Providence, 2o far relieved, as to
enable me to place before my brethren a connected history of
the Freemasonry of this State”

In 1850 he again alluded to the subject as follows:

“Should our kind Creator and Presorver please to pre-
serve vour Grand Secretary and myself for o year or two longer,
it is to be hoped that the history of Green Mountain Masonry
will be made more aceessible to the fraternity than i is at present.
In other words we hope to be able fo lay before them the sub-
atantial history of this Grand Lodge from 1784, and of the Masonry
which preceded the formation of this Grand body in the Sta

Brother Tucker, unfortunately, departed this life without
accomplishing his desire in this respect. Had he written even
his own personal reeollections of the masonie incidenta of his
time, it would have formed u work of inestimable value. Hia
modeaty forbade this, and he continued during the remainder of
his life to solicit information from the subordinate lodges and
individual masons, but with indifferent sueccess, and died with-
out even beginning the work which he so mueh desired to accom-
plish, and for which he was so admirably fitted.

The author of this work has met with & somewhat similar
experience in his endeavors to abtain material from the subordi-
nate lodges. It was his original intention to have included
herein a sketch of each secular lodge, but because of the neglect
or inahility of nearly hali the lodges of the jurisdiction to furnish
him the data requested, he has been obliged to omit that feature,
and has confined himself mainly, so far as the seculsr lodges are -
coneerned, except the five orlgmal lodges, to such information
as is found in the Grand Lodge Records. It is, perhape, as well
that this i3 so, because the material of a general character, which
it seemed advisable to use, has attained such proportions that
it would have been impractieable to have inserted any additional
matter of purely local intereat.

. The information which has been obtained from those lodges
which responded to the author’s request has all been filed in the
Grand Becretary’s office, and is aecordingly accessible to any
who may desire to refer to it.



In compiling this general history of Ancient Craft Masonry
in Vermont, it has been the aim to make use of all awvailable
material from sources outside the rrasonic archives, and to avoid,
so far as possible, the repetition of matter which has already been
published in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge. In conformity
with this plan the author hsas had reference to the old newspaper
files in the State Library, Thompeon's History of Vermont,
Hemenway's Gageteer, and other historical works.

The suthor takes this occcasion to express his appreciation
of the encour ent and assistance which have been sccorded
him, generally, by his brethren, and icularly by Most Worship-
ful Past Grand Master Edwin L. Wells, Most Worshipful Grand
Master Archie 8. Harriman and Most Worshipful Henry H. Ross,
Past Grand Master and Grand Seeretary.

To wiite the history of one hundred and forty years of any
sort of activity is an undertaking of no small degree, and the
. author appreciates, more fully than others, his inability to ade-
quately perform such a task; but, unsatisfactory as this production
undougted]y is, he belicves that it will serve, in some degree at
least, to imbue in the hearts of Yermont masons & just pride in
their organization and & laudable ambition to perpetuatc its
traditions and purposes.

And now may 1 be permitted to address a personal word to
my brethren of Vermont? As this work goea to press I am about
to take up an occupation which necesartates my removal from -
the state and will, quite probahbly, prevent me, at lesst for several
years o come, from participsting in your labors. 1 cannot
thus break the associations of & lifetime without keen regret.
You have accorded to me honors and privileges for which I am
deeply grateful, and T would that I might be permitted to labor with
and for you during the full remainder of my days. 1 shali retain
my masonic affiliations in Vermont, and shail cherish the ho
that I may oceasionally, and some time again, Eerha.ps. regularly
mect with you and renew the assoeiations which are, and will re-
main, dearer to me than all others excepting only those of my own
farnily.

Yours fraternally,
LEE 8. TILLOTSON 33°,
Pust Grand Master.
MoNTFELIER, VERMONT,
September 15, 1920.



CHAPTER I

Tun First Lopawn

On November 10, 1781, a charter was issued by St. Andrews
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts to John Barrett snd others for a
masonie ludﬁm at Bpringficld, Vermoat, under the name "*Vermont
Lodge'’. The number of this lodge in the Massachusetts register
wag 17. ?

The early history of Vermont Lodge is closely interwoven
with the civil history of that period. The pefition for the charter
was dated at Cormish, Ferment, May 11, 1781, At that time
several of the towns in the southwestern part of New Hampshire
had annexed themselves to Vermont, and on April 8, 1781, repre-
sentatives from thirty-five towns on the eastern side of the Con-
necticut River took their seatsin the peneral assembly of Vermont
then mitting at Windeor, and in Qectober, 1781, the legislature of
Vermont, met at Charlestown, New Hampshire.! There had
been no elaction of Lieutenant. Governor by the people of Vermont
that year, and Colonel Elisha Paine of Lebanon, New Hampshire,
waa chosen to that office by the legislatura. He also served the
same g8 chief Justice of the supreme court. This union
with tﬁcw Hampshire towns lasted only a few months, being
dissolved in February, 1782, Thus we have an explanation of
the fact that the petition for the charter of Vermont Lodge was
dated at Cornish, Vermont.

The following is taken from the Pmcccdmﬁ of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, 1733-1792, page 204:

“ At » meeting of the Grand Todge held at Free Mason Hall, Thurs-
day, Nov. 8, 1781, 4 o'clock P. M. on gpecinl ocongion, ® * * * % Brother
Col. John Barrett presented a petition sipned by himsell, Amos Emer-
sob, Bartlett Hindas, Stephen Almrdr Thomas Sterne, Joho House,
and thirteen other Brethren dated Btate of Verment, Cernish, 11th
May, 1781, Pm;.mp; this Grand Lodge would Pleass to grant thq Peti-
tioners & chsrinerr of Erection. Brother Barrett withdrawing, the Grand
Master directed the See'y to read the Petition, Whereupon the Grand
Lodge Granted the Prayer on the same Coud.it.ions thet charters have
heretofore been Cranted by this Grand Lodge to Petitioners from
states of New Hampshire and Conneeticut. FExpenses of the evening
Faid by Bro. Barrett.”

The original charter is still in existence in the possession
of Vermont Lodge at Windsor. It bears among others the signa-

TThompeon's Vermant, 11, pagea 81 fo T2,
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ture of Paul Revere, then Grand Senior Warden of the Grand Lodge
of Massnchusetts. The following is a copy of that historic docu-
ment made by the author from the original:®

"To all the Fraternity of Free and Aceepted Masons to whom
these presenta shall come:

‘The Most Worshipful Joseph Webb Esqr. Grand Master of Anelant
Free and Accepted Masons, duly suthorized and appointed, and in
ample form install'd, together with hia Grand Wardens, send Greeting:

‘Wheress a petition has Ibeenﬁr':ated to us by John Barrett Esqr.,
Amos Emerson, Bartlett Hin neis Beatty, Thomas Stern, Staphen
Alvord, John House, Timathy Bedle, Ebenezer (Grean, John Payne Junr.,
Thomes Bingham, Ziba Hall, Elihu Newell, Nathanis] Hall, John Hewitt,
Charles Bowen, Alexander Ralston, P'hineas Hutchins, Jonaz Prescott,
Goorge Agur, all ancient Free and :{cwpted Masona, reaident in Bpring-
field, state of Vermont, praying that they, with such others ss may
think proper to join them may be erected s regular Lodge of Free and
neoepted Masons under the Name, Title and Designation of VERMONT
Lodge, with full power to enter apprentices, pass Fellow Crafts and

sraime Master Masons

Which Petition sppearing to ns sa tending to the advancerment of
Ancient Masonry, and the general good of the Cralt, have unanimousiy
agresd that the prayer of the Petition be praoted:

Knmp ye thargfore, that we, the Grand Master and Wardens, by
virtua of the power and Authatity aforesaid, and reposing special trost
and confidence in the prudence, Adelity & 8lill in Masonry of our beloved
Brothren above named, have constitutad and appuintecf, and by thege
presents Do constitute and appoint them, the =aid John Barrett Esqgr.,
Amoa Emeraon, Bartlett Hinds, Francia Beatty, Thomaz Stern, Stephsn
Alvord, John House, Timothy Bedle, Ebenezer b’I‘E&D, John Payne Junr.,
Thomas Bingham, Ziia Hall, Blihu Newetl, Nathaniel Hall, John Hewitt,
Charles Bowen, Alexunder Ralston, Phinens Hutchins, Jonas Preacott,
George A;ur, B lar Lodge of Tree and Accepted Mesons noder the
Name, Title and Designation of VERMONT ILodge, hereby giving and
granting unto them and their Surcceasors, full power and Authonty to
meet and convene ag hMasons within the Town of Bpringfisld, to receive
and onter Approntices, paag Fellowerafta, and reize ter Masons upon
the payment of such moderate compositions for the same a8 hereafter
may ba determined by swid Lodge. Alse to make choice of Master,
Wardens and other Office baarers annually, or otherwise na they shall
gea cause.—To receive and collect Munds for the roliel of poor & decay’d
Brethren, their Widowsa or children, and in genera! to trunsact all matters
relating to Masonry which may to them appear for the gonod af the Cralt,
according to the ancient Usage and Custom of Masons,

And we do hereby require the said constituted Drethren to attend
the Grand Lodge, or guarterly communications, by themseives or their
Proxies (which are their Master and Wardens for the time being) And
also to keep a fair and regular Resord of E.Il their proceedings, and to
lay them before the Grand Lodge when required.

And we do hersby enjoin upon our eaid Brethren to behave them-
selves respectfully and obediently to their Buperiors in Office, and oot
desert said Lodge without leave of their Master and Wardens. And we
do hereby declare the precedence of the said Lodge, in the Grand Lodge,
and elsewhare, to commence from the Date of these presents, and re-

1Brother” Koon, in hin sketah of Verment Lodge in the Early Records of the Grand Lodge
nl"al'!:g.unlt. atata that “tho origingl Masaohusettn charter wns borued many years ago.”
Buch, however, is not the fast.



Tazn Fmsr Lobae ki

quire all Anciont Maso pecially those holding of this Grand Lodge
to noknowledge and re-eefvn t.hem and their Suceessors, as regular con-
stituted Free and Accepted Masons, and trest them scmdmsly

Given under our Hands, and the Seal of the Grand Lo
at Bostom, New England, State of Massschusetts, this Tent Day nf
November, 1781, and of Masonry, 5781,

SAMUEL BARRETT D. G. M

PAUL REVERE B. G

EDWARD PROCTER J. G, W.

THOMAS TRAM 8. G. D

WINTHROP GRAY J. G D

JOHN SYMMES . 5. {Gﬁnd

NATHANIEL FELLOWS  G. 8. Stewards."
In the margin: Beal — “JOSEPH WEBE, G. M.

Ruceived i‘hlrtg #ix ﬂhl]]mg ar Enprossing this Charter.
Jumes Carter G
Received Two Guumaa for thia Charter.
John Lowell Gd, Treaar.
Wm. Hoeking 3d, Beo’

On the back: *Rec'd this charter Verrru:m ¢ Lodge this eighth day
gf QOctober A. D. 1735 by brother Stephen Jecob, their

eerebary.
Thos. Tolman {3. Ed!&." 4
Although Vermont Lodge wag chartered to meet in Spring-

field, Vermont, it, in fact, organized and held its meetings in
Charleatown I\ew Hamslure until some fime in 1788 or 1789.
To North Star Lodge of Mancheeter, Vermont, which was
chartered and organized in 1785, (e=e mext chapter), therefors,
belongs the honor of having been the first masonic ledge to actually
eonvene upon Yormont acil.

The originsl records of Vermont Lodge, covering the period
from November 28, 1781, the date of its first meeting, to August
20, 1788, are in existenee in the possession of the lodge at Windsor.
The racords from August 20, 1788 to December 7, 1818, are miss-
ing. They were prubab]y burped in a fire which 18 mentioned in
the record for December 7, 1818, as having destroyed “‘all their
books and papers of record.” The following is a copy of the
record of the first meeting:

“Vermont Lodge held under jurisdietion of the Grand Lodge as

%er charter aflixed at Boston, first held at the House of Abel Walker,

nohalder, in Charleatown Ko, 4, State New Hampshire on Thumday

Movembar ¥o 20, 1781,

Those of the members thefn resent:

. John Barrett Master P. T.
FPhiness Hutching BW. BT
George Agur LW, P.T.
SBtephen Alvord

Visiting Bro. Geo, Kimball,

FPropoaals for initiation by the K. W. John Barrett: Josiah Gold-
mmith, James Bowtwel!, Daniel Gould, Stephen Jacob;

Br. Hutching: Ezrs Stiles, Elkany Day;

Br. Eager: Amos Babeoek.

Lodge closed till Tuesday the 18th Dacember to meet at Br. Bowen's

in Charlestown.
Charlea Bowen Becy. P. T
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The first election of officers was held December 18, 1781, when
the following were chosen:

Jobn Barrett Master
Ranna Cossett ? 83 W.
Alexander Ralston J. W.
Ebenezer Green 5 D.
John House T )
Charles Bowen Treas.
George Kimball . Becy.
Moass Emerson Toiler

The following is & list of the masters of Vermont Lodge from
its organization to 1833, except the period from 1789 to 1704
inclusive of which there i3 no record.

John Barrett 1781 t0 1785
Jotham White 1786

George Kimball 1787

Benjamin Moore 1788

Btephen Jacoh 1795 t0 1797

Alba Cady - 1798 to 1790
Isane Gréen . 1800 to 1802
John Henry 1803 o 1804
Timathy Lull 1805

Joseph Winelow 1806 to 1810, 1814
Jabish (or Jabez) Hunter 1811, 1818, 1815
Abisha Hoigington 1812

William Donoghue 1816, 1817, 1823, 1827, 1838, 1829
Return B. Brown 1818

Thomas Boynton © 1819

James Lowe 18200 1821
Leland Howsrd 1422

John H. Colton 1824

Waman Spooner 1825, 1826
Charles E. Coleaton 1820 t0 1833

The records, during the very early days, were very briefly
kept snd contzin very little other then s report of the officers
and members present, degrees conferred, bills paid and other
routine business. The meetings in Charlestown appear to have
ugually been held at the house of Jotham White, during the early
days. A little later the records are headed ‘‘Masons Hall” and
do not show itd expet location.

The following, with reference to the lodge holding ite meet-
ings in Charlestown instead of Bpringfield, is found in the records
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts under date December 24,
1782:

¥ The appesrns £ tha of Ranna Coesett io this List is difficubt to explain.  He waa not
“onk of mﬁﬂm Duemhars of the fodge, and there in no rocord of his baviag been admitbed

ai u member.



