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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

Tur Nativity of Clrist, as the visible incarnalion of the
Iedeewer, lins always been reeognised as the distinetive
starting-point of the Cludstian Hfe in time:  Aronnd it
as 0 living ecentrs in (he stream of history, all Christian
expericnee has turned ; and it has thns been acceptud in
Christendow as dividing the whele life of mankind inlo
its two great periods of the old and the uew, the natural
and the spiritual, the physical and the reoenerated.
When (he Churelh was besinniwgy to constilute itself
and to realize the full significance of its mission in the
world, it eould mot Lut attain to a more definite con-
sciousness of its relations to the natural changes and
spiritual transitions of the life which it ewbodied and
diffused, The historieal development of this conscionsness
was mainly determined by reference to the cardinal mani-
{estations of the Divine life in its Founder, and the neces-
sity of an orderly spiritualization of the living humanity
it absorbed and unfolded. It was thos that the great
Festivals of the Christinn Church took their rise; and
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they became spontaneously anthenticated by the respon-
sive recoznition of the whole Christian connmunity,

It wans therefore most natural that the commemoration
of the Nativity should take the forin it did in the
Christian festival of Christmas, and that it should at
once assume o primary place botl in the ritnalistic
celebrations of the Church and in Lhe purified affections
of the people. Clirysostom already extolled it as ‘the
wnsk venernble festival of all) and, Ly o chamcteristic
wetaplor, as "ihe welvopelis of all the Festivals®  In
ihe Western Chureh 1t was delinflely fxed dweing the
fourth ceniury az a vesulating poinl in the golden cirele
of the Christian year.  The relivious mood which it
aonzcerated was one of nniversal joy, and the relalious it
representetd were of the decpest and mosl sugzestive
Eind, Thaving beem fixed af the winter solstice, Lhw
solir furming-peint of the nntnral year,— the Birthday
of the wnconqguered San,—it Leeame vividly symbolical
of the wystery of the Iife revelving i vaturo, and readily
receptive of the expressions of the deepest aspiralion of
the natnral Leligions,  Ami] the shortest and darlest
days when " Natuve had doft’d her gandy trim,” iU typified
the arrest of decay mmd ortality, and the return of
111'i,:;]it:u--.~'.~a andd wartuth to renew the whole round of ani-
mated existence ; and so it superseded the old Saturnalia
of the heathen world, and the Dramalinn festival of the
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Sun. As o Clristion observance it was specially bazed
npon the tewderest aml lovehiest page in the Gospel
ilistory, and on what is wost tenching and fascinating
in human life.  Tts essentin] purity, its hicher symbolism,
ane its nniversal sionificance, invested it with a e¢harm, n
freedom, amd a simplicity all its own. U accordingly
mave full seope for all that is Toightest and most joyous
in religionz  celebration @ and 16 increazingly sathered
avonmd 1t the faivest and cavest forms of anl

The Festival of Christmas has thus come Lo be cele-
brated in every clime of the globe, and by ell the weans
of artistic representalion and adornment, thronsh the
course of the Cludstian awes.  The ovandest eathedrals
of Christondom  have vied with each other in the
splendrmr and elaboration of itz eeleluation.  The wreat
host of Christian preachers from Chrysostom in the Fast
ol Teo the Great in the West, down to the thensands
andl thomzands who proclaim its teessage to-day, lave
ponred forth their highest eloguence on this mest attrac-
tive theme,  The tenderest hymn-writers of the medimcval
and modern Church, have embodied its feeling of exulta-
tien and adoration in wndying straing; and the most
melodious poets of the reflective I'rotestant world, have
echoed them in mellifuons verse,  Musie has added the
charm of her delieate resourees in accompanying earol
and chime, and all the varied outllow of guaint and
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picturcsque harmony in tone. The greatest Clristinn
artists have exhausted their skill in visible represemtu-
tions of the Diviae Child in the manger, with the
worshipping shephends, and the adoring *star-led wizards,
and all the simple surroundings of the scene, watched
aver by “the spangledl host of Lright harnessed angels,
and lit up by the rradiation of & new heavenly glory.
Even the lower forms of art have asscrted the elaim to
elevate (heir broad and boeisterous lilavicy, by making it
subservient to the wniversal joy ; and they lave hoen
borue willy, frot the very gentlencss of their intent, to
the utmost verse of Unreason awd Misrole,

Bat it has been alove all by the domestic hearth
that the dear delightfol festival has showed its subtlest
power; and its crowning glory was reached nel s tealy
in high altar service, o in gay vepresentalion, as in ils
conzeerption of the sweet sanclities of Lbowme,  ITere it
witstered and forued Lhe rode Life of new raees Lo gentler
wiys,  And [rowm the reyal palace and the spacious
barouial lall, with the Yule log ablaze on the hearth,
and nll the robuzt and tumnltuous festivities of the time,
erownel by the natural évergréen of the holly and ivy
and mystic mistletoe, down to the squalor and bareness
of the rstic hovel, and the dim and eold cell in the
forest, it slved ils humanizing and unifying influence with
deepening feeline onee n year. It beearne above all



