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GREAT MODERN PREACHERS.



PREFACE,

Taz following papers are intended to include a careful
survey of the ablest preaching of onr time. To this end
en attempt has been made to regard it in ite represen-
tative aspects. There are diversities of preaching aa of
literature, These diversities have been cheerfully re-
cognised and appreciated according to their respective
clajms. It was not intended to nse these pages for
canstic and trenchant erificizm. It has been songht fo
portray such preaching as maybe thankinlly commended,
rather than o fornish enterfninment for those who take
pleasure in the detection and publication of faults. It
is not denied that critivism of the most severs and de-
tailed natore may be of essentinl service at times;
snch, however, 13 not the purport of thess gketches.

The greatness of s preacher has not been deter-
mined by the size of his congregetion. Bub doe
regard has been had to the effect produced by the
preaching which is here desoribed. It is with acknow-
ledged, rather than with obacore talent, that this book
is copeerned. There are great preachers in remofe
and unfrequented places whose merits fame has not
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vi Preface.

and may never moknowledge. Their work snd claims
wait for higher recogmifion and an ampler reward
than the world can bestow,

No review of the theological opinions of the several
preachers was contemplated ; therefors, they have been
salected from varions churches. Bometimes it has been
necessary toremember the relation of certain portions of
the preaching nnder examination to particular doc-
trinal or eoclesinatical opinions; but only 8o far as snch
coneiderations mighf help in the better nnderstanding
i of the preaching itself.

It only remains to add an expression of the hope that
these esanyn towards a fair comprehension of the troe
sources and secrefs of the hest pulpit power of the I
present age may be of some service to both preachers
and hearers,
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GREAT MODERN PREACHERS.

The Beb, Dlezunder Flaclaren, B2,

MANCHESTER.

Tz Baptist Church has been able to bosst of many
eminent preachers. It is partly to be accounted for,
perhaps, throngh the iotempity of convickion which is
generally to be asecciafed with the religions life and
opinions of the Baptist pesple. The_y have less than
other religions sects, taken upwith their erRion from
any shight preferences which may have been conceived
for some interesting phase of troth. What they hold,
they hald with the firm grasp of the whole mind. From
the tims of their earliest history as o aeparate and
muﬁ&ed religions commuanity, they have been known
for their tenacions reversmce for the opiniona which
t-h-e;r have professed. Let the fact cover a large space;
it 18 fair to say that such tenacity of convietion will
materially contribute to ihe production of nnusaal polpit
WET, F?n.r fewer in numbers, they have yet greatly anr-
passed the Wesleyan Methodist Chorch in this respect,
They have had in their pulpits some of the ablest
reachers of this cemtury. Robert Hall has, perhaps,
d no egqaal in it in respect of what may be called,
with & apecial signification, pulpit eloquence, The
whole religious world has heard of him; and fo any
person who has ever had the shightest conception of the
relation of this eloquent man to the preaching of his time,
it is & plensure to meet with any one who nsed to listen
to his sormons in the towna which are associated with
his memory. He was a remarkable pulpit phenomenon.
Whether it i to be jostified or not, those who spealk of
L
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2 Great Modern Preachers.

him with any amonnt of enthnsinem generally assign to
him the first place among all modern preachers. They
have “ never heard any one who was his equal” He
waa nolike all other preachers. Thers was something
abont him which canunct be deseribed, which begpara
deseription. John Foster remarked that, ‘‘ass preacher,
neme of those eontemporaries who bad not seen him in
the pulpit, or of his resders in another age, wonld be
ahble to conceive an adequate idea of Mr. Hall” It will
be pafa to admit, on the part of those who never saw
the grestest preacher of his day, but who can accept
the testimony which many consenting witnesses have
borne in respect to him, that he was without doubt a
preacher whose slognence centories wonld hardly eclipse.

Buat in our own day the Baptists have had a preacher
whose fame has been even more mdaﬁg spread and ac-
knowledged than that of Br. Hall. r. Spurgeon hag
addressed n vast andience, and continues to maintain
his influence over that order of mind which his Pmﬁ.ch-
ing heaa always been designed to affect. A wide intervel
separates Mr. Bpurgeon from Robert Hall. But the
formed im his way has as sfromg a claim upon the
historian of the polpit of the nineteenth centory as the
latter. The stately diction of Hall, and the robust and
simple speech of gpurgann, have each their naea for the
Chureh ; and the Chureh has in neither case boen re-
lnctant to ackoowledge the nse. Bo long as there are
simple people by thousands in our midst to whom ornate
eloqﬂ'ﬂance might give pleazure, bot could bhardly impart

ofit, it 4 right that way shonld be made for and

ononr done to the man who can ubter simple words of
wisdom and power to his fellow-men,

Ifr, Maclaren, of Manchester, comes between theaa
two eminent preachers. He is nnlike them both. Phy-
gically he has nmot the " large built, robust figure,”
which Foeter describes as hir. Hall's bodily character-
istie, nor the borly and capable stracture which we all
know to be owaned by the preasher of the Metropolitan
Tabernacle. He 13 a weak, delicate man, whe looks too
fragile to bear much of the strain which affects so pain-
fully the life of a popular preacher. His oratory—for




