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PREFACE,

Tms work has boen prepared for the stadents of the
Chautauqua Literary and Selentifio Circle. Tt is also
adapted to use in schools.

It begina with the simplest and most clementary
facts ﬂ‘f‘Biﬂngj', gnd progressce gradually to things
mpore intrieste. It nsea no nuneeessary technicalities,
is eondensed into the smallest possible compass, and
but few worda are spent upon theories, The Chris-
tian philosophy of life, which the anthor believes to
be the only true philosophy, is clearly stated ; but he
sims to present only facts, snd the plain inferences
from facts, to the attention of the inquirer,
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VEGETABLE BIOLOGY.

CHAFPTER L
WHAT BIDLOGY TEACHES

1. Ter word Biology is made up of two Greek
words—bios, life, and fogos, a disconrse. It means the
study of living things.

A few yeare sgo &ll the living nod nonliving ob-
jeets in the earth—minerals, plants, and animals—wers
embraced in one department of knowledge, called
Natural History, but it i3 now wsnal to etudy living
and non-living objects in different departments. A
knowledge of Biclogy involves much more than the
ghility to distinguish the different kinds of living
beings s0 a2 to be able to Iabel dead specimens in a
cabinet, Thia science nses the terme of Botany and
Zoology only as the builder uses a scaffolding for the
erection of an edifice, or as 4 poetmaster the boxes of
his office for a more convenient classification,

2. Biology includes in ita survey both animale and
vegetables, and considers their forms and peculiarities,



