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PREFACEL

Tur Readings on the Avtieles contaiued in this little
book wers nndertaken at the sugpestion of a layman in
the congregation of which the writer ie a member, for
insertion month by montch in the parish magazine,

The endeavour hag boen, na Lriefly as i consistent
with r:.'lea_meus, to bring out the meaning and object of
these thirty-nine maiustavs of the Churely of Eogiand,
in such a way that all who read may understand w Liat
the doctrines of the Bstablished Church really are

In the hope of reaching a wider cirele of r.:raﬂcm, o
especisily among the voung, and those qualifying them-
selves to be teachors, and ministers, they have now been
publizhed in Look form and are sent cut in the hope that
all who read them may be instructed, profited, and
egtablished iy the [nith ovee deliverad to the sainta
which is nowhers more clearly and fearlesaly set forth—
the writer firmly believea—than in the Confession of
Faith with which the Church of England has been so
richly endowed.

The division into shovt Readings has been retained, as
mast conveniont for those whe may wish for the purposes
of study, to mnke this explonation of the Arvticles a toxt-
book ; and for the same resson questions are appended
to each reading, for the periecting of their knowledge
by studonts,

In these perilons times, when we are being told on
every hand that there iz uo real difference between the
Church of England, and that of Flome, and when this lie
8 receiving corroboration everywhere in the ever in-
ereasing assimilation of the services of so many of our
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v FREFACTE

Churches to those in vogoe in the Church of Rome, and
the subtle device adopted by the early Tractarinns of
leavening the whole Chureh with ritualism preparatory
to re-umion with Home seeme taking effect on all sides, it
behoves ua to be acquuinted with the real differences
between ourselves and Kome, that we may be on our
guard lest we be carried away in the flood of Apostasy
that is gathering furce every day, and threatening to
engulph us once maore in the terrible vortex of the
Papacy. To this end there is nothing to be compared
with o thorough knowledge of the Articles; and to the
acquisition of such a knowledge on the part of mwany, it
is the earncat desire and prayer of the writer that this
brief explanation of them tmay not a little contribute,

In conclusion, the writer would gratefully acknowledge
that he owes a doep debt of gratitude to Boultbee's “ Book
on the Articles.” It is ta the perusal of this treatiss that
be fraces his deep interest in the subject treated in the
following pages, and he wonld cordially recommend the
study of thot book to all whe feel they wounld like to
incrense their knowledge of the doctrines of the Church
of England,

He also owes much to a little book, now unheppily out
of print, known by the vame of a * Catechism on the
Thirty-nine Articlea™ by J. W,, published by Warren,
Winchestor,

It well deserves to be re-ivsued, as it 13 calenlated Lo be
most nszeful in imparting an immerse amount of know-
ledge on the subject in o clear and interesting manner,

CraraaM, October, 180D,



LAMBETH AND TRENT

READINGS ON THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION

L
THEIR AISTORY

“Tae Articles of Religivn "—to bo found ot the end of
every properly printed rayer Dook—9do contain "—as
Hiz Majesty’s Declaration, which precedes them, expressly
tells us—"* the true docteive of the Chuereh of England
agreeable to God's Word” Hence, weo must judge of
onrselves and others as to whether we are true members
of the Chuareh of England nr not, by bringing the doe-
trines that we and othera hold to the test of this stan-
dard. [If our doctrines will not stand this test, they arc
doctrines which show that our place as Christinns is not
in the ranks of the estnblishment, but in those of some
other denomination,

The Articles were firet publizshed, forty-twe in nomber,
under the authority of a royal mandate in 1553, the last
year of the reign of Bdward VI, and may be re*rm*dad a4

a reply on the part of the t}uumh of Lugzllmd to the
Decrees pnd Canons of the Conneil of Traut, which, it is
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2 LAMEBEETH AND TRENT

acknowledged on all hands, are to be taken as represent.
ing the doctrines and ﬂxﬂc:l_ph_n__-:_ _D? the medern Chureh of
Home.

Ag this Conneil was o most imporlant one in connection
with the controversy between the Church of England and
that of llome, it may be well to scate n few facts
concerning i,

It was held at o place called Treut, situnted in the
Auztriau Tyrol, on neutral ground, but on the borders of
the Papal territories.

It was necessitated—" oven our enemics themselves
being judges *—by the fearful state of moral corruption
in which the Chureh of liome was eunk. A fierce flame
of searching light had been thrown upon her by the
Reformation movement in England, Bohenva, Germany,
Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Fravee, Switzerland, Spain,
and even Italy, and her blackness and flthiness were
discovered even to heraslf.

Apd so—pgreatly against the wish of the Pontiff, who
dreaded that his supremaey and power of oppression
would be taken from him-—the Council wos summoned,
after many attempts to avold so unpleasaut a duty, by
the Pope himaself, with the ostenaible oljeet of reforming
the abuszes of Clristendom.?

The Conneil met in 15456, The Mrotestant States of
Furcpe were invited to send representatives, but they all
refused, as it soon becarne known that freedom of debate
wonld wot be allowed, but that everything would be
managed from Rome.  As a proof that the Couneil was

' Those who seek further information on the subject will find it
Mlmimbl% summarised [o o Yictle book of an inexpensive naturas

galled ** The Council of Trent,” published by the Religious Tract
Sociaty,



READINGS ON THE ARTICLES OF RELIGHON 3

not free, we have only to refer to Lthe accounts Rome's
own historinns give of it ; from which we learn that the
closure was immediately applied to everything to which
the Pope objected,

Furtherinere, one of the Freneli awnibnssadors, o
Romanist, who nttended the Conneil, says in & lettor
written the day after bis arrival to De Lisle, the Fronch
ambassader at Rome, that he fenred that little advant-
age would be devived from the assembly, nnless the Pope
would suffer the deliberstions and votes of the fathers o
e free, and no more send the Holy Spirit in a travelling
bag from Rome to Treou !

The Couneil met thea in 1545, and continoed to hold
sesgions until 1552, Ouwing to wars and sommotions in
the neighbourheod, it was suspended uutil the year 1562
Thy sesgions were then vesmingd, and it came finally to
an end in 1563,

It is universally agreed that the Deerees and Canons of
this Couneil—overy one of which is cuforeed by nnatheraas
or enrses on bim who dares to hold o diffevent opinion |—
have crystallized and wade obligatory on all who profess
the Romanist religion, all the ervcra of doetring, many of
which exizred only in solntion np to that fime, which
were being inveighed against' s cnaeriptural by all
classes of veformers.

Let it be rvemembered, snd romembered well, that
every Romanist is bound by the Deceees and Canons of
the Council of Trout, and jost as the true deetrine of the
Church of England must be based on and taken from the
Articles, so the true dectring of the Church of Rome
must be based on and taken from the Deerees and
Canons of the Couneil of Trent.

This & very important, as Homaviats in Fnglaod



4 LAMBETH AND TRENT

nowadays, for the purpose of proselytising, are in the
habit of ignoring somewhat these docrees, and the un-
happy victim only fiods out the tyranny of the Church
to which he has theughtlessly and ignorantly—in many
cases—aubmitted his eonscienece, after the fatal atep of
admission into the Church haa been takon.

Lot it be remembersd too, and remembered well, that
that Couneil bases its Deerees and Canons oty Seripture
(which, according to Romun theologians, includes the

| Apoerypha)—and Tradition,

Hence the constant reference to Seriptuve and Serip-
ture alone as the final appeal, which we find everywhere
in the Articles.

It cannot be reiterated too plainly or too often that the
Protestant pozitiou, so nobly taken up by our Articles,
ia that the human conselence davez not recogniso any
other keeper or lord, save the Word of God, revealed to
us in those Canonical Seriptures of whose anthority was
vpever any doubé in the Church, and that every indi-
vidual bas a right to examine—nasy, woe be to Lim if he
refuses to examing—those Seriptures for himself in
acoordance with the ecommands of Christ and His
Apostles, which tell us to seareh the Scriptores, prove
all things, and hold fast that which is good,

The Articles of Religion remained in abeyanee during

| the reign of Mary, and until the fifth year of Elizabeth,

H [n 1563 Convocation took action npon them, and unlti-

|| mately sanctioned a revised copy, eontaining thirty-eight

||| Articles.

' In 1571, Elizabeth finally sanetioned another revision,
which was subseribed by Convoeation in that year. The
Articles so ratified and savetioned, thirty-nine in number,
have remained to our time, without any alteration.



