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INTRODUCTION

The conventional significance of color oceupies an important
and little-understood position in the human thought of all
ages, but it iz only within recent years that any detailed study
has been made of individual colors as being religiously sym-
bolic. Among the ancient Romans, religion was almost en-
tirely a matter of convention, and we should therefore expect
to find that their religious rites were, in a large degree, fettered
by a formalism which tended to produce an intricate system
of symbolism. Buch being the case, it has been for centuries
the tagk of scholars to attempt to discover the meaning of cer-
tain religious rites, a meaning which the Romans themselves were
far from understanding. In all these researches, however, there
ig but little mention of the significance of color, and it is the
aim of this study to examine a part of this phase of Roman
religion.

A recent study by Dr. M. E. Armstrong, of Goucher College,
has accounted moat satisfactorily for the use of searlet, purple,
black and white, and gold in Roman ritual, but no study has
been made of the use of yellow, which iz important particularly
in the marriage ceremony. Of what natural phenomena was
yellow the visible sign or representation, and what was the
underlying ides which the Romans wished to express by its
use? These are the questions which must be confronted in
an investigation of this kind. In this connection the words
found to be of the greatest importance are luteus and eroceus.
First of all, therefore, we have tried to collect, as nearly as
possible, all the passages in which they occur, in order to decide
the difference, if any, in their color denotation. Though it
has been impossible to make separate mention of all the refer-
ences collected for this purpose, those have been quoted which
seem to bear especially upon the final decision.

A brief study of the word flavus revealed the fact that, with
perhaps one exception, it has apparently no symbolical sig-
nificance; therefore references to its use are few, and the dis-
cussion is confined for the most part to passages in which Juteus
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In an effort to discover the fundamental idea which the
Romans wished to express by their use of yellow, it has been
found necessary to introduce discussions of some length ex-
planatory of several of the most important coneeptions associ-
ated with Roman religion and private life.

Greek literature has been drawn upon only so far as it bears
directly upon our discussion, and no exhaustive collection of
material has been attempted in that field.



