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FOREWORD

lT has, nowadays, become a fashion in Fore-
publishing to introduce the greater ™
and some of the lesser men of the past to
the present world through the medium of

a sort of gentleman-nsher or literary
groom-of-the-chamber, who ghall inform
the reader of their exact title to considera-
the case of the lesser men, the
of letters, the office is nseful.
Nay, the reading public will ofien put up
with the society of a comparatively dull
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::rr-d—mtad afresh by some busy chamberlain

of the pen.

And here am I, asked to introduce a
man whom three centuries have pro-
nonnced one of the very best companions
in the worid, . . . What a sentence of
humorous moralising might not the situa-
Hon have smggested to that genial ex-
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tanght to love the man or
philosepher ; to know him delicionsly

human, yet incomparably far-seeing ?
I vow 1 find myzrl.lly—tu change
simile~induced into am office
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clock has struck the hour.

But when a lady asks, it is our mis-
fortune—it is our privilege—io be

to say nay. And, stay; here do I per-
ceive a graceful retreat. I am not after
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a twice-told tale : I am (infinitely more Fore-

situation}mlrﬂmafa.lradmirum"'
of the kindly Renaissance sagfe—sage and
kindl madaywhmbentmlentwisdum
was little known.

It is she who introduces him here—I
but give her my hand across the thresh-
old. W’1ththeg¢uerosltrnfhsra=1,sha
forgives him his poor opimion of it:
indeed, after woman's pretty way of for-
giving, she will not admit the offence.
And she would fain that others should
know and love him as she does, fain bring
this “ classic ** within reach even of sister-
sindents as yet too young to reach the
shelf where stands, in many volomes, the
entire wisdom of Montaigne.

EGERTON CASTLE,
Sepfember 1904,






