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PREFACE.

—

TaE dissertation herewith submitted for approval variea
very much from my original design, which was to have
written a critical review of recent German treatises on the
subject of alliterative verse.

In January last, whilst engaged upon thmtuak my
sttention was drawn to certain unmsual metrical points
whieh I had noted in Cod. Junius XI in the summer of
188g, thinking them at the time simple errors on the part
of tha scribe, but which I now saw to be an invaluable clue
to the construction of the half-verse. Following this out,
by the aid of Prof. Miller's work on alliterative poetry
(Zur ahd. Alliterationspoesie), I was soon led to the eon-
clusion, stated in Chap. L p. jo, that the half-verse is
construeted on the same plan as the whole verse, that as
the latter is divided into two sections by a cmsurs, each of
which may begin either with an accented, or an unaceented
syllable, so is the former. Unfortunately, my notes were
confined to the Ezodus and Daniel poems, and it was
impossible for me, as I was then stationed at Prague, to
consult the MBS, further. This circumstance, and the know-
ledge that during the present year we might expect another
article on Metrik from Prof Sievers (to be published in
Paul's Grundriss) led me to abandon my plan of dealing
with the whole subject of alliterative verse-structure, and
eventually I decided, until I should return to England,
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iv Preface.

to confine my attention to the laws of alliteration simply,
using as my chief guide the admirable treatise by Rieger :
Die Alt- und Angelsichsische Verskunat.

Here again, however, I found it impossible to pursue a
straight course. The question of crossed alliteration first
encountered me, Like other people I had accepted
Frucht's caleulation as probably deeisive. It turned out
to be based on false premises. I had therefore to under-
take an investigation of my own, and this cost me more
weeks of labour than I quite care to confess. When it waa

at length concluded a fresh subjeet for research presented

itself in the shape of vowel alliteration. I began this
with no thought of examining more than Piers Plowman,
with & view to finding in what respeet, if any, its vowel
alliteration differed from that of Bépwull. I was led
on to exsmine a number of other alliterative poems of the
fourteenth century. For myself the work has besn very
ingtructive. I can only hope that it will turn out of some
use to others also. The tables which I have drawn up
will, at any rate, provide a key to the construetion of the
verses in these poems where it is most diffieult to de-
termine. This digression employed me, with two short
intervals, until the end of August.

Meanwhile, in July, I had returned to England and made
the collation which ia given in Chap. L 1 found the
(enesis even richer in exceptional pointing than I had
expected, and am sorry that the discussion of vowel
alliteration has left me eo litile time for working up my
materials.

The instantes in which ordinary pointe have been
omitted in the MS. have had to be left unconsidered.

It in possible that many of these are not due simply to
neglect and would, if examined, yield fresh light upon the
seribe’s theory of O.E. verse. The results given in Chap. I
are however sufficient to show what this was in the main.
Among the conflicting theories which now hold the field it
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agrees most with Prof. Moller's, the simplest and most
easily applied of all.

The true rhythm of the Old English verse is not a
matter of mere antiquarian interest, Until it is understood
the development of English prose-rhythm cannot be pro-
perly explained. Probably we shall have to wait some
time yet hefore anything like unity of opinion can exist
upon the subject. We have yet to hear what answer Prof,
Bievers ean make to his various erities, and to reeeive & more
extended treatment from his pen than that contained in
P.B.B.x,xii, and xiii. My own eonviction, however, is that
truth lies on the side of Prof Miller, to whom our Junius
seribe now comes as an slly. I would fain hope that my
own sttempt ‘to copy fair what time hath blurr'd® may
give some fresh stimulus to the already awakening interest
in O.E. verse-lore, and in particular may eall incressed
attention to Prof. Miller's treatise, which even in Germany
has been too much neglected.

JOHN LAWRENCE.

6, Rriieanx TerRace, Evimeoron,
Ssplernber a1, 1Bga.

POSTSCRIPT.

Sines the above was written several months have
elapsed, during which I have kept the type of these
“chapters * standing in the hope of giving them a thorough
revision before publication.

Circumstances have hitherto conspired to hinder thie
being done, and I am unwilling longer to delay sending
them forth. The chapter on Crossed Alliteration has
received some changes, and a few foot-notes {indicated by
an asterisk) have been added here and thers.



vi Preface.

In the interval the ‘more extended treatment’ by
Prof. Sievers has appeared in the shape of his Allgerma-
nische Metrik (Halle, November 1892) but without, as far
as I can see, much affecting the position of the rival
theories,

My own discussion of Prof. Sievers’s system begins,
rather abruptly, on p. 27 below.

Tanx Hotae, Irxrer, '
April 8, 18g3.
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